Today is Secretary Chu’s last day — the end of an historic and successful tenure as Secretary of Energy. For more
than four years, he has provided remarkable leadership in pursuing both President Obama’s nuclear security
agenda as well as our “all of the above” approach to energy that invests in clean energy, reduces our dependence
on foreign oil, addresses the global climate crisis, and supports the clean energy jobs of the future.

Secretary Chu oversaw important investments in science, innovation, and clean energy technologies that are
making America more competitive and helping us win the race for the jobs and technologies of tomorrow. He
launched bold new research efforts — from ARPA-E to the SunShot Initiative to the Energy Innovation Hubs — that
will pay dividends for decades to come. Over the last four years, we’ve made important progress in nuclear
cleanup as well as advancing the President’s nuclear security agenda. We also played a crucial role in the Nation’s
response to emergencies like the BP oil spill, Fukushima, and Hurricane Sandy.

As Secretary Chu leaves the Department, we have doubled the production of clean, renewable energy from wind
and solar, while net petroleum imports are down more than 15 percent and total U.S. natural gas production is at
the highest level in more than 30 years. As President Obama said, “Because of his leadership, this country is
further along on the path to energy independence. It’s better positioned for the jobs and industries of the future.”
Fortunately, we will be in good hands, as Deputy Secretary Poneman becomes Acting Secretary of Energy effective
tomorrow. He will serve in this position until a new Secretary is sworn in. At that point, Acting Secretary Poneman
will return to his role as Deputy Secretary, where he has been a key leader on all aspects of the President’s energy
and nuclear security agenda since 2009.

Thank you for the work you do each and every day on behalf of the American people.

Jeff Navin
Acting Chief of Staff



