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The Department of Energy Oak Ridge Office (DOE ORO) met with representatives from General Service
Administration (GSA) and the United States Public Health and Safety (USPHS) on June 18, 2012, to
discuss the Federal Building asbestos sampling results. To date, all air samples are below the OSHA
permissible exposure limits for an 8 hour workday. Swipe samples taken have indicated some surface
asbestos contamination. Portions of the building were toured to show GSA/USPHS areas where positive
swipes were found. Evaluating all of this information, USPHS stated during the meeting that the Federal
Building is safe to re-enter to retrieve critical items.

The basement level of the Federal Building has been shown to also be free of airborne asbestos. In
addition, the HVAC system in the basement is a separate system and is isolated from the rest of the
building. Considering this information, it was determined that the basement level is sufficiently isolated
from the rest of the building and is safe to resume essential operations.

Technical information was exchanged between GSA, USPHS, and DOE in order to bring the involved
organizations up to speed on all available information. ORO emphasized the expectation that GSA, as
building owner, quickly and permanently address the asbestos issue in the Federal Building.

All parties are sincerely interested in the health and well-being of the building occupants and will be
working together to address the asbestos concern. Short-term and long-term recommendations were
discussed. Short-term actions considered methods to temporarily seal off the surface contamination to
potentially allow normal operations to resume in the Federal Building. Longer-term actions considered
complete asbestos abatement of the building.

In addition, ORO is looking to GSA and USPHS for medical expertise to answer questions of all Federal
Building occupants. This resource will be available to all Federal Building occupants to address concerns
about potential health impacts. More information will follow.

ORO, in concert with GSA, is evaluating the process to allow employees to re-enter the building to
retrieve critical items. More information on this process and employees ability to temporarily re-enter
the building will follow.

ORO has a plan to establish temporary work locations in other buildings for displaced personnel and the
goal is to have everyone re-located by the end of the week.



