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Stewardship Committee Meeting Minutes
   Tuesday, January 17, 2012, 5:30 p.m.
 DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Darryl Bonner 

Roger Macklin

John Million
Scott McKinney 
Norman Mulvenon 

Ron Murphree, Vice Chair 

Steve Stow, Chair
Absent
Donna Campbell

Susan Gawarecki

Lorene Sigal
	Sally Brown, UCOR/RSI

Sid Garland, UCOR/RSI

Spencer Gross, ORSSAB staff
Pat Halsey, Department of Energy Oak Ridge Office (DOE-ORO)

Jannalyn Pontello, REDE
Joy Sager,  DOE-ORO
Curt Walker, UCOR

Sam Walker, UCOR




Review Development of the Geographical Information System for Oak Ridge
Ms. Pontello showed the latest version of the DOE geographical information system (GIS) website. She said it is not completely finished, but should be soon. She said funding for the project had run out, but additional funds are expected so the project can be completed.
She showed the entire boundary of the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) and those portions of the reservation that are targeted to be removed from the National Priorities List (NPL) because they have no evidence or history of contamination. Those boundary delineations are represented on page 3 of Attachment 1. 

Ms. Pontello explained that when a user hovers a computer mouse over an area of the reservation map that contains stewardship information a box will appear on the screen that provides information and a link to the DOE Information Center. There will be land use control buttons with drop down menus. A user will be able to get a description of the land use controls and a reference to related documents. 

A user can pan or zoom in and out of the map using basic panning and zooming tools on the screen’s toolbar. 

Ms. Halsey said a user hovering a mouse over the Melton Valley area will get information regarding deeds and excavation/penetration permits. Green dots on the screen indicate access controls. Ms. Pontello said those are the same icons used by the Oak Ridge Environmental Information System.
Ms. Halsey said the purpose of the GIS is to provide the public a way to see where there is or is no contamination on the ORR; it is to better define the NPL. Currently the ORR NPL includes all of the reservation from the Solway Bridge over the Clinch River at Highway 62 down through the Lower Watts Bar Reservoir to the Tennessee River. She noted that on the GIS that East Fork Poplar Creek looks very wide. That is because it shows the 100-year flood plain for the creek. The dark blue line in the center of the crosshatching is the creek itself. Ms. Halsey said the only way to 


remove water from the NPL is to go through the delisting process, so even after the NPL boundaries change surface water will remain on the NPL.

Mr. Murphree asked if the GIS shows any monitoring wells. Ms. Halsey said not at this time, but the plan is to eventually show monitoring well locations. 

Mr. Stow asked how the database will be updated. Ms. Halsey said information will be included periodically until those loading the information are familiar with the process, then information will be updated annually when Appendix C of the Federal Facility Agreement is updated (Appendix C is a list of remediation sites). She said the most recent revision of Appendix C had many sites removed to reflect new NPL boundaries, but DOE has not heard back from the regulators (Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation and the Environmental Protection Agency) on the changes. Ms. Halsey said DOE plans to submit maps for Appendix C that will reflect the new NPL boundaries.

Mr. Stow asked how the process compares with other DOE sites. Ms. Halsey said each site is different. At Hanford the Tri-Party Agreement only includes parcels that need remediation. The regulators there went through the site to determine what needed remediation. Other sites are small so the entire site is included in the NPL. Mr. Stow said apparently there is no standard procedure. Ms. Halsey said that is true; at each site the lead party determines what is or is not clean and needs remediation. Mr. C. Walker said while it is true that the process is different at each site, there is guidance to follow.

Update on Progress of National Priorities List Boundary Changes, Joy Sager
Ms. Sager provided an update on changing the ORR NPL boundaries. The main points of her update are in Attachment 1.
By way of background on the process, no further investigation determinations were approved in the late 1990s, for soils only, for a number of parcels on the ORR. In 2008 DOE began to delineate areas of the ORR that required no further investigation or action for all media. In 2008 a white paper was prepared describing the process to change the NPL boundaries and the Federal Facility Agreement. 

The Oak Ridge Institute of Science and Education was contracted to complete verification activities at East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). In 2011 a Recovery Act funded project began for the institute to complete verification for parcels at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) and the Y-12 National Security Complex. 

Ms. Sager said the hope is to convince the regulators to remove up to 21,000 acres of the ORR from NPL. She said samples of surface water, seeps, and springs at ETTP were taken lieu of sampling groundwater monitoring wells. Field sampling has recently been completed around ORNL and Y-12. 

She said one area near ORNL in the brown NPL-targeted area on the map on page 3 of Attachment 1 showed some strontium titanate particles that will preclude that plot from going off the NPL. It is a restricted area that can’t be accessed by the public. 

The current status of the project is that the environmental baseline survey report for parcels around ETTP was submitted to the regulators on September 1, 2011. EPA comments have been received.

Sampling and analysis of surface water, sediments, and groundwater for parcels around ORNL and Y-12 was just completed this month. The environmental baseline survey report for those parcels is due by September 30, 2012.

Ms. Sager asked if the environmental baseline surveys would be available on the GIS. Ms. Halsey said they would. 
Review Stewardship Map Reference Sheets, Pat Halsey
Ms. Halsey briefly explained the purpose of the reference sheets (Attachment 2). When the Stewardship Map (Attachment 3) was developed it was determined that a book was needed with information related to the portions of the ORR that had been remediated. Information would include the safety of the area, limitations on use, background information, how problems were addressed, icons denoting any advisories, and links to more information. Ms. Halsey said the fact sheets would also be linked to the GIS. Various versions of the sheets have been reviewed previously. Attachment 2 is the latest format revision. 
Mr. Stow asked how the sheets will be distributed. Ms. Halsey said an announcement about the availability of the GIS will be made through the DOE Oak Ridge Office of Public Affairs. When that is done the announcement will include information about the availability of the fact sheets. The Stewardship Map and accompanying book of reference sheets will be available at the DOE Information Center and will be provided to area country registrars of deeds and local public libraries. 

Mr. Stow asked how many sheets will be prepared. Ms. Halsey said one sheet will be done for surface water from the Solway Bridge over the Clinch River at Highway 62 down to the Lower Watts Bar Reservoir and would include Poplar Creek. Sheets will also be prepared for the contaminated plume that extends from the east end of Y-12, East Fork Poplar Creek, South Campus area, and any area that is publically accessible with restrictions. Another round of sheets will be prepared for areas with waste remediated in place, but not accessible by the public such as Melton Valley. 

Ms. Halsey said she hoped this was the last revision of the fact sheets, but asked for any other changes. Mr. Mulvenon recommended using the format as presented. The committee agreed.
Ms. Halsey said sheets for South Campus, Lower East Fork Poplar Creek and Union Valley will be prepared next.

Discuss Possible Recommendation on Long-term Stewardship Responsibility at East Tennessee Technology Park by either DOE Legacy Management or Office of Science

At the November committee meeting during discussion of the fact sheet ‘Site Transition: Cleanup Completion to Long-term Stewardship at DOE On-going Mission Sites’ it was brought up that there was no clear future at ETTP regarding who the landlord will be when cleanup at the site is completed. The question is whether the DOE Office of Science the Office of Legacy Management (LM) will be the landlord. It was noted that the decision probably would be made at the department secretarial level.
Mr. Stow thought some input from ORSSAB to the DOE Office of Environmental Management (EM) to be shared with the Secretary of Energy would be useful. He felt the committee should keep track of the issue so it isn’t lost.

Mr. Mulvenon said he didn’t think Science is prepared to handle stewardship activities, even at its own sites for which it currently has responsibility. He thought the Secretary of Energy would order LM to handle long-term stewardship at ETTP. Ms. Halsey agreed that LM has the budget and experience for the job.

Mr. Mulvenon felt the committee should push for LM to be responsible for stewardship at ETTP. He said at some point LM was to have that responsibility, but that changed somewhere along the way.

Mr. Stow asked committee members’ feelings regarding the urgency of the issue. Ms. Sager said the committee shouldn’t move on drafting a recommendation too early, as things could change as cleanup nears completion at ETTP. Mr. Mulvenon said ETTP is scheduled for completion in 2017 or 2018 and perhaps a recommendation should be made in the 2014 timeframe.

Mr. Bonner said the challenge of such a recommendation is to get a decision on a landlord at ETTP made since the board can only send recommendations to EM. He said the committee needs to start asking questions about how to do that. Mr. Mulvenon suggested inviting LM officials to tour ETTP and have them begin thinking about taking stewardship responsibility at ETTP.

Mr. Gross said the item can be placed on the committee work plan as an ongoing or potential issue and will be carried over to subsequent work plans and not lost.

Mr. Stow agreed with Mr. Mulvenon to consider a recommendation in 2014. 
Review Presentation – “Long-term Stewardship for Contaminated Areas of the Oak Ridge Reservation”
Mr. Stow said he had been asked by the Oak Ridge League of Women Voters to give a presentation on stewardship at their meeting on February 7. 
He wanted the committee to review the presentation ‘Long-term Stewardship for Contaminated Areas on the Oak Ridge Reservation’ (Attachment 4). He wanted to make sure it was sufficiently current for use.

Mr. Murphree said elements of the presentation did need some updating. Mr. Stow asked committee members to review the presentation and provide comments by January 22. 

Review Response to Recommendation 207 to Automate the Stewardship Verification Process for the Remediation Effectiveness Report

The committee had drafted a recommendation, which the board passed in October 2011, (Attachment 5) for DOE to automate the stewardship verification process for the annual Remediation Effectiveness Report. DOE responded to the recommendation on January 11 (Attachment 6) saying a program has been purchased to develop a web-based application to track and store all land use control information on the ORR.
Ms. Brown reported the process is progressing and field inspectors are being trained on using the system.

She said the system is being loaded with current information and will not include old data. She said the system will be linked to the GIS.

The committee agreed that DOE’s response to the recommendation was adequate.
Update on Status of Long-term Stewardship Fact Sheet
Mr. Gross said the fact sheet ‘Site Transition: Cleanup Completion to Long-term Stewardship at DOE On-going Mission Sites’ was discussed at the bi-monthly EM Site Specific Advisory Board Chairs teleconference in December 2011. The fact sheet has been distributed to all of the other boards for review. He did not know the status of that review.
Ms. Sager said she would check with the authors of the fact sheet, Sue Smiley and Tish O’Conor, and get an update.

Action Items

Open

1. Committee members will review presentation ‘Long-term Stewardship for Contaminated Areas on the Oak Ridge Reservation’ and provide comments by January 22.
2. Staff will add to the committee work plan an item to follow up on a possible recommendation on a landlord for East Tennessee Technology Park in the 2014 timeframe.

3. Ms. Sager will get an update on the review status of ‘Site Transition: Cleanup Completion to Long-term Stewardship at DOE On-going Mission Sites’
Closed
The meeting adjourned at  7:05 p.m.
Attachments (6) are available through the ORSSAB support office.
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