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Stewardship Committee Meeting Minutes
   Tuesday, March 15, 2011, 5:30 p.m.
 DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Darryl Bonner, Chair 
Donna Campbell
Betty Jones

Roger Macklin 
John Million 
Norman Mulvenon

Maggie Owen 
Lorene Sigal 

Steve Stow
Absent
Susan Gawarecki

Brianna Goodlin
Ted Lundy
	Sally Brown, Bechtel Jacobs, Co. (BJC)
Spencer Gross, MCH, Corp.
Pat Halsey, Department of Energy (DOE)



Elect Committee Vice-Chair
Mr. Macklin nominated Mr. Stow to be the committee vice-chair. Mr. Million seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations and the committee elected Mr. Stow vice-chair unanimously.

Committee Review of White Paper on National Priority List Site Boundary Changes – Lorene Sigal, issue manager
Prior to the meeting, the committee members reviewed the white paper on the National Priority List (NPL) Site Boundary Definition at the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) (Attachment 1). The paper describes the process for changing the boundaries of the NPL on the ORR. Currently all of the ORR, including uncontaminated areas, is within the NPL boundaries. 

Ms. Halsey said the project managers of the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) have had the paper for some time and were agreeable to its principles but have not voted to implement NPL boundary changes.

She said the white paper’s process is sound and said that when DOE determines an area is not contaminated it could declare it not part of the NPL. DOE-Oak Ridge will plan to send a letter to DOE Headquarters declaring areas uncontaminated and not part of the NPL. These areas will be shown on the DOE Oak Ridge geographic information system.
Ms. Halsey provided a map and explanation of work currently being done to confirm areas of the reservation are not contaminated (Attachment 2). The work is being done by the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) and should be completed by the end of March. Areas thought to be clean are being evaluated and are shown on the map in pink and tan. Areas in pink are having all media evaluated – soil, surface water, and groundwater. Areas in tan are having only groundwater evaluated. 
Ms. Halsey said areas in green on the map surrounding East Tennessee Technology Park are being evaluated under an environmental baseline survey. The results of that survey could add an additional 5,000 acres to the acreage determined to be uncontaminated. 
Ms. Halsey said during the evaluations any areas found to have contamination will not be removed or be proposed for removal.

Mr. Stow asked why Upper East Fork Poplar Creek is not shown on the map. Ms. Halsey said only areas being evaluated are shown. The creek contains mercury contamination and would not be removed from the NPL.
Ms. Sigal asked who determined the boundaries. Ms. Halsey said Barge and Waggoner did the original survey. Ms. Sigal said West Haw Ridge has about 1,200 acres. She asked if there are defined boundaries for West Haw Ridge. Ms. Halsey said the boundary of the Bethel Valley ROD goes to the northern ridgeline of Haw Ridge. DOE is using the boundary of the Bethel Valley ROD and the Melton Valley ROD at the base of the southern ridge to determine the West Haw Ridge boundary. She said boundaries of the various areas will be noted on a geographical information system map that is being developed. 

Mr. Bonner asked about areas requiring no further investigation. Ms. Halsey said those are indicated in tan on the map. She said the no further investigation designation is for soil only, and groundwater still needs evaluation.

Mr. Stow asked about a small green area on the map noted as number 11. Ms. Halsey said that’s an area called the Cesium Forrest where experiments were done on trees. She noted similar areas numbered 8 and 13. She said they will be dealt with in a separate ROD.

Mr. Bonner asked how areas with contaminated plumes will be mapped. Ms. Halsey said areas with contaminated plumes will not be removed from the NPL. She said there shouldn’t be any plumes in the pink and tan areas on the map. The only plumes to be dealt with under the final groundwater RODs should be at East Tennessee Technology Park, Y-12 National Security Complex, Bear Creek Valley, Bethel Valley, and perhaps Melton Valley.

Discussion of Possible Recommendation on Changes to the NPL Site Boundary

Ms. Halsey said since the FFA project managers have not voted to implement the NPL boundary changes and there is no current driver to change the boundaries, she suggested the committee draft a recommendation that the NPL boundaries determination process be approved and captured within the FFA. 
Ms. Sigal said that would be easy to do. Mr. Bonner directed staff to work with Ms. Sigal to draft such a recommendation.
Discussion of Recommendation to Establish a Site Transition Process Upon Completion of Remediation at Ongoing Mission Sites
Ms. Sigal provided a draft Recommendation to Establish a Site Transition Process Upon Completion of Remediation at Ongoing Mission Sites (Attachment 3). She moved to approve the recommendation. Mr. Macklin seconded.
During discussion Ms. Halsey asked if the recommendation would assign responsibilities to the National Nuclear Security Administration/Y-12 and Oak Ridge National Lab for budgeting purposes. Ms. Sigal said the recommendation is asking for a generic fact sheet on transitioning remediated parcels from the Environmental Management Program (EM) to another landlord. She said landlords of ongoing mission sites need guidelines for maintaining stewardship of remediated parcels.

Mr. Bonner asked if the fact sheet would describe the transition process in the context of Legacy Management. Ms. Sigal said it would. She said Legacy Management has established a process for long-term surveillance and maintenance. She said what is missing is a similar process for landlords at ongoing mission sites like Oak Ridge. She said the purpose of the recommendation was to get DOE Headquarters to think about developing that process.

Ms. Halsey said the recommendation is asking EM to write a transition process that will apply to other programs. She asked if the expectation is for the Assistant Secretary of EM to sign off on the process and then expect the landlords to accept the responsibilities. Mr. Macklin said the recommendation is just asking for EM to provide guidance. Whether that guidance is accepted or not is up to those involved. Mr. Bonner said DOE has not explained clearly how remediated parcels will be returned to landlords. He said the fact sheet alone is not enough, but it is a starting point. He said if a more detailed recommendation is needed in the future one can be written.

Mr. Bonner called for a vote and the committee passed the motion unanimously.

April meeting
No topic is scheduled for the April meeting. 
Ms. Sigal asked if Oak Ridge City Manager Mark Watson could attend so the committee could talk to him about its concerns about the city’s responsibilities for stewardship. Ms. Jones said the Public Outreach Committee had written Mr. Watson a letter about meeting with him to learn about the board in general. She said once he replies to the letter then the committee can follow up on inviting him to a Stewardship Committee meeting. 

Mr. Bonner suggested that if Mr. Watson doesn’t respond in time then the committee can meet with the EM Committee on April 20 to hear a presentation on results from the Melton Valley monitoring wells.
Action Items

Open

1.  Staff will work with Ms. Sigal to draft a recommendation on the NPL site boundary changes.
Closed
1. Staff will email all committee members for suggestions for the top three issues for ORSSAB for the EM SSAB Chairs’ Spring meeting. Complete. Email was sent to members on February 16.
2. Election of vice-chair will be placed first on the March agenda. Complete.
3. Ms. Jones will talk to the Public Outreach Committee about setting up a meeting with Oak Ridge City Manager Mark Watson. Complete. A letter has been sent to Mark Watson asking for a meeting with Public Outreach, but no response received at this point. 
4. Ms. Sigal, with staff assistance, will draft a recommendation on a stewardship fact sheet for DOE Environmental Management Program. Complete.
5. Ms. Halsey will talk with eligible members of the committee about allowing their names to be put in nomination for vice-chair at the March meeting. Closed. 
The meeting adjourned at  6:30 p.m.
Attachments (3) are available through the ORSSAB support office.
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