[image: image1.png]OAK RIDGE
"@\





Stewardship Committee Meeting Minutes
   Tuesday, July 20, 2010, 5:30 p.m.
 DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Darryl Bonner, Chair 
Donna Campbell
Susan Gawarecki

Ted Lundy

Roger Macklin

David Martin 

Norman Mulvenon

Sondra Sarten, Vice-chair 
Absent

John Million 

Lorene Sigal
	Daniel Axelrod

Sid Garland, Bechtel Jacobs, Co.

Brianna Goodlin, ORSSAB

Spencer Gross, MCH, Corp.
Pat Halsey, Department of Energy - Oak Ridge (DOE-ORO).



Other Business
Mr. Bonner re-arranged the agenda to allow Mr. Axelrod to make some comments concerning the Stewardship Implementation Plan (DOE/OR/01-2439&D0) so he wouldn’t have to stay for the entire meeting. 

Mr. Axelrod said he was disappointed that the Stewardship Committee and the Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board (ORSSAB) had endorsed the plan and recommended that DOE accept and implement it. He had a number of reservations regarding the plan, which are enumerated in Attachment 1. He made similar comments at the board’s July 14 meeting.

Mr. Mulvenon said Mr. Axelrod didn’t understand what the plan was trying to do. He said the plan points to other documents that are used to put stewardship requirements in place. He said the plan was kept brief and flexible so changes can be made. Mr. Mulvenon said it contains a listing of where to find stewardship requirements. Mr. Garland said the plan references the Remediation Effectiveness Reports and the CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act) and other documents so information isn’t duplicated.

Mr. Axelrod said he has repeatedly asked for a map of sites with contamination left in place that includes information such as where the sites are located, what’s in the sites, what are the quantities, what are engineering controls and land use controls, etc. as noted in Attachment 1. He said there should be an appendix in the implementation plan related to risk assessments and how they are determined. 
Mr. Mulvenon said those things didn’t need to be specified in the Implementation Plan because DOE handles that through remediation. Mr. Axelrod didn’t accept that position saying it doesn’t meet the need for public information. 

He had a number of recommendations regarding stewardship for DOE (Attachment 2). He made these same recommendations at the July 14 board meeting. 

Ms. Halsey said most of the sites are undergoing remediation and final records of decision (RODs) have not been written that would include stewardship requirements for the sites. Stewardship is currently being handled under DOE’s surveillance and maintenance program until the final RODs are put in place. The sites will go through an extensive critical decision process that transfers the site from the DOE Environmental Management (EM) program to the new landlord, which in most cases will be the Office of Science. 

Mr. Axelrod asked if the individual sites are enclosed by fences. Ms. Halsey said in Melton Valley there are 13 individual remediated sites. They are not enclosed individually, but the whole Melton Valley Burial Grounds are enclosed by fence. 

Mr. Axelrod said he hoped the committee would bring his recommendations noted in Attachments 1 and 2 to the full board for consideration. Ms. Halsey said she would take his comments and provide to John Eschenberg, the DOE Assistant Manager for EM and perhaps many of his comments will be addressed when Mr. Eschenberg’s staff presents a program on stewardship activities on the Oak Ridge Reservation to ORSSAB at its September or October meeting. Ms. Campbell noted that a number of Mr. Axelrod’s concerns would be addressed when the geographical information system is initiated. Ms. Halsey agreed saying many of the stewardship requirements will be on the system.
Mr. Bonner suggested the committee study Mr. Axelrod’s comments and determine how to respond. Mr. Martin moved that prior to doing that the members should hear the DOE presentation on stewardship and determine if any recommendations could be generated from the presentation. Mr. Macklin seconded the motion and the committee approved the motion unanimously.
Open Discussion on Ongoing Stewardship Education
The committee had an open discussion on how to educate the public on stewardship.

The Stewardship Education Resource Kit was developed to help high school students understand stewardship. The presentation, Stewardship of Contaminated Areas on the Oak Ridge Reservation, developed by Lorene Sigal and Mr. Mulvenon, could be presented to groups locally.

Mr. Axelrod said he has made recommendations on several occasions on the resource kit. He believes it is at a too high a level for middle and high school students, except perhaps advanced placement students. He has recommended a 44- minute, 44-slide presentation geared to high school students. 

Ms. Sarten said the resource kit is not currently being marketed to schools and revisions of the kit have been put on hold. Ms. Campbell said some of the lesson plans in the kit have been revised. Ms. Sarten said the schools cannot use the kit as a primary source because it is not part of the state curriculum for science or any other subject. It could only be used as fill material if time allows; state approved material must be used first. 

Mr. Martin said he took a kit to an official involved with home schooling in Roane County. He said there was interest in the kit but no offer was made to actually use it. Ms. Campbell said she has had some experience with home schoolers and said she would try to make another attempt at having them use the kit. 

Ms. Halsey said she has been talking with Jason Darby, DOE-ORO, about doing a status report on stewardship after 10 years of cleanup work on the reservation that could be used as an educational tool. She said that report won’t be ready in time for the September/October report to the ORSSAB on stewardship mentioned above. 

Ms. Halsey said perhaps the committee should rethink what audience it is trying to reach regarding stewardship. She said most of the public will have little interest in stewardship unless it affects them directly. She thought people more interested in stewardship would be real estate professionals, city and county officials, registers of deeds, chambers of commerce, etc. 

Mr. Martin wondered if the committee was doing enough to educate ORSSAB members about stewardship. He said the presentation by Ms. Sigal at the July 14 ORSSAB meeting was a good start. He wondered if the board needed more members and student members, which would help increase the knowledge base for stewardship. Ms. Halsey said that would be a good topic for the August annual retreat. 

The group discussed some ideas developed by staff support person Pete Osborne about setting up a stewardship resource center as a website that might reside on the DOE or ORSSAB website or possibly stand alone (Attachment 3). Ms. Halsey said the list of ideas should include mention of the safety factor of living in Oak Ridge to offset some of the negative image that all of Oak Ridge is contaminated, when in fact only a small portion of the Oak Ridge Reservation is contaminated. Mr. Bonner wondered if the web-based resource center could have some type of training associated with it. Ms. Campbell said such training could have an explanation of why it’s important depending on who takes the training, such as a student, real estate agent, government official, land owner, etc.  It was also mentioned that this web-based training could be self-paced.

Mr. Lundy said the idea of web-based stewardship education was a good one and wondered if other internet-related sites might be useful, such as Facebook. Ms. Goodlin pointed out that a lot of companies are using Facebook to reach customers. Mr. Garland agreed that some companies only use social media to get the word out about their products. Mr. Mulvenon said some chapters of the League of Women Voters also use social media. 
Ms. Goodlin agreed to do a brief presentation at the August meeting on some types of social media that are available that might be useful in stewardship education.

CERCLA Five-Year Review Visits
Mr. Garland said the schedule for CERCLA Five-year Review site visits is uncertain, because of difficulty in scheduling essential visitors.

He said visits to Melton Valley and Bethel Valley are scheduled for August 18.
Visits to Y-12 National Security Complex and Lower East Fork Poplar Creek could be on September 27, 28, or 29.

Visits to Bear Creek Valley and offsite locations could be scheduled August 23, 24, or 25, or September 16, 20, 21, or 22. He said he would keep the committee advised through staff.

Mr. Martin said he attended the site visit for East Tennessee Technology Park, and since that was his first visit he had no frame of reference to answer questions that were on the questionnaire provided the visitors. As a member of the public he said he wasn’t sure what he was supposed to be looking for and it was difficult for him to answer the questions. 
Mr. Garland said the questionnaire is directed to facility managers and environmental compliance leaders. The purpose of the visits is to determine if stewardship requirements are in place to satisfy CERCLA. Mr. Garland said the role of the public needs to be determined in the five-year reviews. He said Oak Ridge is probably the only site in the DOE complex that takes members of the public on site visits. 

Committee Accomplishments for FY 2010
The committee developed its list of accomplishments for FY 2010 to be presented at the ORSSAB Annual Retreat in August. 
This list is in Attachment 4.
Suggestions for ORSSAB Top Three Issues to be Presented at Fall Chairs’ Meeting
The committee developed a list of suggestions for ORSSAB’s list of top three issues for the September EM SSAB Chairs’ meeting in Santa Fe, N.M. The list is Attachment 5. 

Committee Input on Scheduled Topic for Next Month’s Meeting
Ms. Goodlin will do a brief presentation on examples of social media that might be useful in stewardship education. 
Action Items

Open

1.  Ms. Campbell will discuss with home schoolers the possibility of using the Stewardship Education Resource Kit.

  Closed
1.    Ms. Halsey will determine if property notifications are filed with registers of deeds when property is transferred to the Community Reuse Organization of East Tennessee. Complete. Ms. Halsey has determined that property transfers from DOE to the Community Reuse Organization of East Tennessee or other federal organizations do not require deed notifications. Transfers to non-federal entities require deed notifications to be filed with a property transfer.

2.    Mr. Lundy will contact Frank Parker or David Kosson with the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation to determine if it has any involvement with the Long-term Surveillance and Maintenance Conference and if it can assist the committee with participation in the conference. Closed. Mr. Lundy has not been able to reach Mr. Parker or Mr. Kosson. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Attachments (5) are available through the ORSSAB support office.
rsg
1

