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Develop FY 2010 Work Plan
The committee began developing its work plan for FY 2010. It used a list (Attachment 1) of items that included ongoing topics and carryover items from FY 2009, issues identified at the annual retreat of the Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board (ORSSAB), and suggested topics from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC).
Ms. Halsey suggested the committee work backward in the list, starting first by reviewing TDEC and EPA suggestions.

The committee discussed TDEC’s item 2. Mr. Bonner asked if more money would need to be deposited in the trust fund for long-term surveillance and maintenance (LTS&M) for the CERCLA (Comprehensive Response, Compensation and Liability Act) Waste Disposal facility in Bear Creek Valley. DOE currently contributes $1 million a year over a period of 14 years into a trust fund. Ms. Halsey said the amount of money contributed is based on a facility capacity of 1.7 million cubic yards. If approval is obtained to expand the landfill to 2.2 million cubic yards additional funds will likely be part of that approval. Ms. Halsey said the trust fund will not be used until the DOE Environmental Management Program finishes its mission in Oak Ridge. 
Mr. Mulvenon said he would like to see what the investment strategy is for the fund and the current status of the fund. That idea was placed in the Potential Topics part of the work plan.

Mr. Bonner asked if there was a schedule to look at building a new, separate landfill to handle additional waste generated through the Integrated Facility Disposition Program. Ms. Halsey said there was no schedule for that study and it would likely be two to three years away.
Mr. Bonner asked Ms. Halsey to confirm that DOE Headquarters has said it will never again provide for a trust fund for LTS&M of a landfill. She said that was true. Mr. Bonner said another topic for discussion at some point would be how LTS&M would be provided for a new landfill after Environmental Management completes its mission. Ms. Halsey said that would eventually be the responsibility of the Office of Science. Mr. Bonner said he would still like to know how Science would manage the site. That idea, too, was placed in Potential Topics. 

No stewardship issues were included in EPA’s suggested topics.

DOE’s suggestion 2 notes that a white paper is being written to explore the process of redefining the National Priorities List (NPL) boundary of the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) to exclude clean areas on the reservation from the NPL. Ms. Halsey said the hope is to capture those new boundaries on a map similar to the Stewardship Map to show what areas of the reservation have no contamination.

Ms. Halsey said the white paper and proposed process to change the boundaries should be available soon for the committee to review. She said if the proposal is accepted by EPA it will result in significant changes to the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) and its appendices. She said the committee should be involved in that modification.

Mr. Martin asked if there was a process to review the FFA periodically. Ms. Halsey said the FFA remains constant unless there is a major modification. Appendix C, Oak Ridge Remediation Sites, does not change unless problems arise. Appendix E, Enforceable Milestones for the current year + 3, does not change unless milestones are changed. Appendix J, FY 3+ and 4+ Non-enforceable milestones, change frequently until they become enforceable. Ms. Halsey said most of the revisions to the FFA if the NPL boundaries change would be to Appendix B, Site Description, and Appendix I, Operating Instructions. 
Mr. Bonner said the committee needs to understand how it is determined that an area is clean. He said the committee also needs to understand the process for removing an area from the NPL. He asked how that would be included in the work plan. 

Ms. Halsey said at one meeting DOE would explain what it wants to do and the process for doing it. Another meeting would be on the initiative to remove areas around East Tennessee Technology Park (Zone 1) as a test case sometime in 2010. She said a final meeting would explain changes to the FFA.

The first meeting to explain DOE’s proposal was placed on the work plan for November. 

No issues identified at the ORSSAB retreat were stewardship related.

The committee discussed the status of the Stewardship Education Resource Kit, an ongoing topic. Ms. Halsey said the Stewardship Education Subcommittee wishes to reformat the kit. She wondered if the kit was still being used by teachers. Ms. Campbell and Ms. Halsey both thought a survey of teachers should be done to determine if and how the teachers are using the kit. 

Mr. Mulvenon said no kits have been sent to teachers in about a year nor have any been requested. He suggested putting parts of it on the ORSSAB website as resource material.

Mr. Osborne said the subcommittee has revised four of the five lessons, but lesson plans need to be developed. Ms. Campbell said it would take about 10 hours to revise lesson plans to meet state requirements. Mr. Osborne suggested that instead of trying to make the kit meet state requirements for curricula just make individual parts of the kit available to use as support material. 

Mr. Bonner said the kit discussion should be brought before the full committee and have the committee provide guidance to the subcommittee regarding the future of the kit. Mr. Mulvenon suggested having an item on three consecutive agendas to review the kit for the committee. That review was placed on the work plan for November-January.

A review of the annual Remediation Effectiveness Report was placed on the work plan for May 2010. Mr. Mulvenon reminded the committee of the 5-Year Review in 2011.

Regarding item 3 on the Carryover Activities list, Mr. Mulvenon said he would talk with State Senator Randy McNally about reintroducing legislation to require county registers of deeds and tax assessors to reference deed restrictions and related plat maps to one another. Legislation was introduced in the Tennessee House earlier but never reached the floor.

Regarding the Stewardship Workshop (item 1) Ms. Halsey said she has discussed the workshop with ORSSAB liaison Dave Adler and the board’s Deputy Designated Federal Officer Steve McCracken. She said Mr. Adler said the subcommittee planning the event needs to define the expectations sought from DOE and determine what questions would need to be answered at the workshop. She said Messrs. Adler and McCracken are concerned about having a DOE complex-wide workshop on stewardship and if DOE is ready for that level of attention.

Mr. Mulvenon said the workshop has both a local and national flavor. The local angle is to re-energize the concept of stewardship for the ORR and the national angle is to determine the status of stewardship at other DOE sites.

An item was placed on the work plan for October to invite Mr. Adler to the meeting and lay out the goals of the workshop for Mr. Adler as well as the full committee.

The work plan as developed at this meeting is Attachment 2.

Discussion of Frequency of Meetings
Time did not allow discussion of frequency of meetings.
Election of Officers for FY 2010
Time did not allow for election of officers. It will be placed on the October agenda.
New Business
At the September ORSSAB meeting, Mr. Martin asked about the concentration of mercury in fish farther downstream in waterways beyond the ORR. He felt he did not get a satisfactory answer. He asked how he could obtain that information. Ms. Halsey said she would check with Mr. Adler to determine that information or where to find it.

Review Action Items


Open

1. Mr. Adler will get a copy of Dick Ketelle’s report on pH levels in residential wells. Carryover from February 2009 meeting. Report is not yet complete. 
2. Mr. Garland will revise the draft Stewardship Implementation by October 2009 for use at the planned Stewardship Workshop in October. Status. Mr. Garland will revise the draft Stewardship Implementation Plan by October for use at the planned Stewardship Workshop in Spring 2010.
3. Ms. Halsey with check with Dave Adler to determine the concentrations of mercury in fish in waterways beyond the Oak Ridge Reservation or find out where to find that information.

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Attachments (2) are available through the ORSSAB support office.
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