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Spencer Gross, Spectrum
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Update on Filing of Land Record Notices in Roane County
Ms. Brackett was invited to the meeting to update the committee on the filing in Roane County of land record notices that contain environmental notations on land parcels that have contaminated waste left in place from the Melton Valley remediation project.
Ms. Brackett said a notice was filed by the DOE Real Estate Office with her office in August 2008. It was the first such notice filed in her office. She brought copies of the notice and a plat map of the parcel to show the committee. 

Ms. Halsey asked if the plat map is on a geographical information system (GIS) similar to the one Anderson County uses. Ms. Brackett said the map is in digital format and was placed on a subscription service called TitleSearcher.com. She said the Roane County tax assessor gets copies of plat maps. The register’s office puts the plat in the TitleSearcher system after it is recorded.
Mr. Skinner said the important thing to understand is that information on parcels with environmental notations is being recorded separately from DOE in public records and will always be in the public domain. He also said anything DOE-ORO has submitted to either Anderson or Roane County is also on file in the DOE Real Estate Office.

Ms. Halsey asked if the City of Oak Ridge (COR) has a GIS mapping system. Mr. Mulvenon said that it does (http://gis.cortn.org). She asked if it can be accessed through the Anderson County system. Mr. Mulvenon said it could not. (COR and Anderson County use the same system)
Mr. Shelton said once a year, new maps are provided to the Tennessee State Mapping System. He said he didn’t know if the COR system indicates parcels that contain waste left in place. Mr. Skinner said the last time he looked at the city system it only showed boundaries of the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR). He said since the city doesn’t zone within the reservation deed restrictions filed with the county may not show up in the city system. In that regard, Mr. Skinner said the state requires zoning authorities be notified regarding closure of hazardous waste sites. He asked if the Melton Valley notice had been filed with the COR. Ms. Brown said the notice had been provided to the city, but had not been filed in city land records. 
Mr. Martin asked if the stewardship map developed by the committee and DOE-ORO could be filed as a recordable document. Mr. Shelton said the map could not be recorded because it would require the stamp and signature of a surveyor. It also doesn’t contain metes and bounds. Another reason it wouldn’t be recordable is because it would change frequently as sites are closed and additional notices are filed. He said his and Ms. Brackett’s office could make it available as a public document for general reference. He said if it were available in an electronic file it could be provided to anyone who requested it. Mr. Shelton said it could possibly be made recordable if it were included in language in proposed state legislation to have county registers of deeds and tax assessors coordinate the filing of land notices and accompanying plat maps. He said that would likely make the passage of the legislation more difficult. Mr. Shelton and Ms. Brackett were provided with copies of the stewardship map.
Ms. Halsey asked about the status of the proposed legislation. Mr. Shelton said local state representative Jim Hackworth pulled the bill from consideration during the last legislative session because the bill was amended to remove DOE in the wording. Mr. Hackworth said removing DOE in the wording would make the bill too comprehensive and would cover situations such as the cleanup of private property contaminated by methamphetamine production.

Mr. Shelton said he discussed the bill with Mr. Hackworth and recommended wording that would differentiate between public and private land. Ms. Halsey said she would prefer the bill be written to apply to federal entities such as DOE and the Tennessee Valley Authority. Mr. Shelton said his preference was to make the bill separate from applying to anything but the ORR. He said the bill could then be amended as needed. He said even though the bill was not passed during the last legislative session, he and Ms. Brackett and the respective county tax assessors are doing what was intended in 
the bill.

Mr. Martin asked if there is any benefit in ‘piggybacking’ conservation easements on deed restrictions. Mr. Shelton said there is probably no benefit. He said when property is sold and it carries restrictions those restrictions carry to the new owner. 

Mr. Shelton asked if the Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board (ORSSAB) had any oversight over stewardship. While the board currently monitors stewardship activities, Mr. Skinner said when cleanup of the ORR is complete there will be a stewardship oversight board that would remain even after ORSSAB is disbanded. He said there is precedent for that at Rocky Flats, Colo., and Weldon 
Springs, Mo.

Committee discussion on presentation
No discussion was held to take any action on the presentation.
Discussion of Ways to Assist TDEC with Monitoring Applicable or Relevant and 
Appropriate Requirements
Since only a small number of committee members were present, Mr. Martin suggested delaying the discussion to a later date.
Update on the Role of the City of Oak Ridge in Stewardship
Mr. Mulvenon reported that he, Ms. Brown, and Lorene Sigal met with COR city manager James O’Connor on January 15. This was a follow-up meeting with Mr. O’Connor from the September 2008 committee meeting on the role of COR in stewardship.
Mr. Mulvenon said Mr. O’Connor reiterated the city’s position that it has no role in stewardship on the ORR unless it has a specific contract with DOE. He said special zoning requirements for contaminated land will be created only if DOE relinquishes ownership. He said COR cannot be responsible for enforcing deed restrictions; only property owners can do that, but if violations are discovered penalties can be levied.

Mr. Mulvenon said Mr. O’Connor said the city would participate in the 2011 Remediation Effectiveness Report 5-year review and COR staff would attend Stewardship Committee meetings if the topic was appropriate and staff was available.

Travel Request for Sondra Sarten to Attend Waste Management Symposium
The committee approved Sondra Sarten’s travel request (Attachment 1) to attend the Waste Management Symposium in March in Phoenix, Ariz.
Review Action Items

Open

1. Mr. Mulvenon will get input from the Executive Committee to develop a letter or recommendation to DOE on the FY 2006 RER public meeting. Status. Mr. Mulvenon will work with Jason Darby on the outline of the public meeting presentation.

Closed

1. Mr. Mulvenon will arrange a meeting with Jim O’Connor, Oak Ridge city manager, to discuss the issue of the city’s role in stewardship. Carryover from September meeting. A meeting was held with the Oak Ridge City Manager on January 15, 2009 (see above).
2. Staff will notify the committee when the meeting with Mr. Mulvenon, Ms. Sigal, Ms. Halsey, and Mr. O’Connor is arranged. Carryover from September meeting. Closed Action Item 1 above.
3. Mr. Martin will invite the Anderson County Register of Deeds Tim Shelton to the January meeting. Mr. Shelton was invited to this meeting.
New Business
· Date for joint meeting with Environmental Management Committee in February. 
The committee suggested having the joint meeting on Tuesday, February 17. 
· Date for joint meeting with Environmental Management Committee on Bear Creek Burial Grounds Focused Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan
The committee suggested having the joint on Wednesday, May 20.

· Mr. Skinner was presented a plaque in recognition of his service to the Stewardship Committee and the End Use Working Group from 1997 to 2008.

The meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.

Attachments (1) are available through the ORSSAB support office.
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