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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Alfreda Cook

Dave Hemelright
Jan Hart

Jan Lyons

Scott McKinney, Vice Chair

Absent
Howard Holmes

Scott Stout


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Ben Williams, DOE

 


Discussion 
New Member Training Presentation - Mr. Osborne presented an overview of ORSSAB outreach methods and materials to bring new members up to speed on what the committee is doing (Attachment 1).

Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 2) and made no changes. 

Updates 
· Outreach to Channel 10—Mr. McKinney said that he has had no further progress with his WBIR contact Eleanor Beck. He will switch focus to WVLT. 
· OMB approval of the Public Environmental Survey—Mr. Osborne said there has been no word on approval of the survey by the Office of Management and Budget.

· Museum exhibit—Mr. Osborne reported that he met with museum staff today, and they will begin working to create the waste management display based on the DOE Graphics Department designs the committee approved in August. Mr. Osborne said he has already secured a waste drum to use in the exhibit. He just needs to get a firm estimate from the museum and secure the funding. 
· Plan for inviting VIPs—Mr. Hemelright said he asked Howard Holmes earlier today if he would serve as the issue manager for the task of inviting the press and elected officials to at least the presentation portion of the monthly board meetings. Mr. Holmes agreed. 
Mr. Hemelright said the committee needs to know the board presentation at least three months in advance of inviting VIPs so they can be made aware of the presentation topic. Ms. Lyons suggested holding a special meeting for VIPs to accommodate their schedules. Mr. McKinney thought it would be more important for them to be at a public meeting for the sake of publicity. Ms. Cook suggested sending the meeting schedule to them so they could choose a meeting to attend. 
Mr. McKinney said he would find out what the channels are for inviting elected officials, and he suggested the committee start with Senator Corker. Other priorities he suggested were Congressmen Fleishman and Duncan. Mr. Williams noted that the two make regular visits to Oak Ridge. Corker, Alexander, and Fleishman are the most likely candidates for the committee’s attention, he said. State Representative John Reagan is also very involved with Oak Ridge.

Mr. McKinney asked if there are any big Environmental Management Program meetings to tie into. Mr. Williams said there’s a milestone at the end of September for activities related to changing the National Priorities List designation for parts of the Oak Ridge Reservation. Mr. Hemelright thought that was too soon and suggested doing something in spring or summer. The Oak Ridge Reservation land use management program is being presented at the spring SSAB chairs meeting, he said, and it would be an interesting topic for VIPs to hear about. Mr. Osborne said he would send Mr. McKinney a copy of the FY 2013 board presentations list. 
Annual Meeting Topics - The committee discussed the eight prioritized topics and committee assignments from the annual planning meeting (Attachment 3). Mr. Hemelright noted that other committees will take the lead on several of the prioritized topics in which the Public Outreach Committee will play a supporting role. These topics are:

· provision of input into EM portfolio plans,

· participation in ongoing activities to assure sufficient waste disposal, and

· footprint reduction.

The Public Outreach Committee will help publicize and involve the public in each issue when the lead committee begins working on it, he said. 
Public Outreach will take the lead on one issue: clarification of stream postings to the public. Mr. Hemelright said that posting fish and stream advisories is in part a function of DOE activities, but there are other agencies involved. 
Ms. Cook said her understanding of the issue is that not all of the water pollution problems in this area are related to DOE, and it’s important to get this message out to the public. She wondered if anyone knew what the wording on the fish advisory signs was. There may be more than one type of message, she said. 

Ms. Lyons said it was mentioned at the annual planning meeting that the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry produced a brochure on the fish advisories several years ago, and she wondered if is it available.
Mr. McKinney noted that the issue received a very low priority rating at the annual meeting, and he asked what the point of the committee’s efforts would be. One aspect might be, he said, to help clarify what the postings are, especially if there are several different ones. Ms. Cook suggested an Advocate newsletter story with pictures of the signs and explanations of their meanings. Ms. Lyons thought it would be good to post that information on a web page too. 

Mr. Osborne offered to talk to John Owsley to see how the committee can get information and whether the brochure is available.
Outreach Suggestions from the Annual Member Survey - The committee discussed public outreach suggestions from the board member survey done prior to the annual meeting (Attachment 4) and made the following determinations (in italics): 
· Booth at city festivals. The committee already does this.
· Media coverage and TV commercials. The committee already does this.
· Radio/TV PSAs to advertise meeting dates/times. The committee already does this.
· Speaker’s bureau. The committee already does this.
· Regular periodic reports in newspapers. The committee already does this through news releases.
· Wider availability/distribution of newsletter. It’s provided on the board’s website and contractor websites, by email, through the board’s mailing list, and various distribution points in Oak Ridge.
· Invite media to learn about ORSSAB, leading to stories or documentaries. The committee is doing this through its initiative to invite VIPs and media to meetings.
· Be enthusiastic about membership and tell others. Board members generally are enthusiastic.
· Attend county work sessions and ask for 5 minutes on the agenda. This will be addressed after the committee revises the outreach presentation. 
· Create outreach materials written for the general public and make them accessible. The committee does this through the Advocate newsletter, annual report, and brochure.
· Appoint a media person to the board who could interact with media. The board chair is the official spokesperson.
· Sponsor a public meeting with D. Adler giving an overview of the EM program, followed by presentations about committees; invite UCOR project leaders to talk about their work. A good idea.
· Sponsor an open house so the public can meet board members and learn about our mission. The board’s monthly meetings serve this function.
· Be aware of Manhattan Project and Cold War events and attend. Mr. McKinney said this was his suggestion for the board to be aware of things such as the dropping of the bombs over Japan. Ms. Cook said that key Manhattan Project dates are in displays at the Graphite Reactor.
· Invite city and county leaders to attend board meetings and give input. The committee is doing this through its initiative to invite VIPs and media to meetings.
· Task student representatives with developing programs to appeal to a younger crowd. Mr. Hemelright urged committee members to talk with the students at the board meetings. 
· Offer information through Oak Ridge Institute for Continued Learning classes. Ms. Lyons explained that anyone can offer information and classes as long as a plan or syllabus is submitted and approved. Offices are located at Roane State Community College’s Oak Ridge campus. 

Board Meeting Refreshments - Ms. Hart asked the outcome of discussion at the annual planning meeting regarding food at board meetings. It was a fairly significant discussion, she recalled, and it may end up being a Public Outreach Committee activity. Ms. Cook wondered who would coordinate the activity and clean up afterward. Ms. Lyons suggested that members just bring something for themselves, or perhaps a group meal could be done once or twice a year. Mr. Osborne said the topic is on the Executive Committee’s agenda this Thursday night for discussion. 
Issue Managers - The committee discussed the ORSSAB guidelines for issue managers (Attachment 5). Mr. Hemelright said he wanted committee members to be aware of the guidelines, although issue managers are not as common on the Public Outreach committee as they are for Environmental Management and Stewardship. 
FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 plan (Attachment 6) and made no changes.

Draft FY 2013 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its draft FY 2013 work plan (Attachment 7) and made no changes.
Committee Budget - The committee reviewed its 2013 budget, the overall ORSSAB 2013 budget, and the 2012 ORSSAB costs table (Attachment 8). Mr. Osborne explained that while the Public Outreach Committee’s 2013 request of $20K had been reduced by DOE to $18K, additional funds can be obtained in 2013 by requesting some of the 2012 carryover.
The committee discussed its FY 2015 budget request. Ms. Lyons recommended adding $4K for updating the YouTube videos and doubling the museum funding to $5K. Everything else should be increased to cover inflation, although the $5K for travel should be sufficient. The committee concurred with her recommendations. 
FY 2013 Officers - Mr. McKinney was elected chair, and Ms. Hart was elected vice chair. 
Action Items
Closed

None
Open



1.
Mr. McKinney will find out what the channels are for inviting elected officials.


2.
Staff will send Mr. McKinney a copy of the FY 2013 board presentations list.

3.
Staff will talk to John Owsley to see how the committee can get information on the stream postings and fish advisories and whether the associated brochure is available.

4.
Staff will make the recommended changes to the FY 2015 budget request.
Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 23, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the DOE Information Center.
Attachments (8). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 
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