Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 21, 2012, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference 
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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Alfreda Cook

Dave Hemelright, Chair

Howard Holmes

David Martin

Scott McKinney, Vice Chair

Absent

Jan Hart

Jan Lyons

Scott Stout
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Ben Williams, DOE




Discussion 
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Hemelright offered to write the next editorial. 
Public Environmental Survey - Mr. Martin asked about the status of survey. Mr. Osborne explained that about fifty surveys were completed before he was notified of a new requirement related to public surveys. The survey site was disabled, and the results that had been gathered cannot be made available until the requirement is met. The necessary form has been filed, but the timeline for approval is uncertain. Mr. Hemelright suggested that distribution of the survey through local schools be tabled until the approval is received.
Invitations to the Press and Elected Officials - Dr. Holmes said he thinks it would be a good idea to invite the press and elected officials to at least the presentation portion of the monthly board meeting. DOE could help format a letter, and an email could be sent to ORSSAB member suggesting that they invite any of these sort of people they know. The idea will probably have to be run past DOE for approval since invitees will be mostly politicians. The Public Outreach Committee could also create a VIP list and have board members weigh in. 
The committee agreed with the idea. Mr. Williams asked if Dr. Holmes had already assembled a list. Dr. Holmes said no. Mr. Hemelright said that it will be coming to Mr. Williams’ attention soon. Mr. McKinney mentioned the committee needs to notify the Executive Committee. Mr. Hemelright said he will do that. 
Ms. Cook cautioned that the invitee list needs to be even handed and that the board not engage in partisan politics. Mr. Martin said it thought it was a great idea. Invitees will not be given a forum will they, he asked. Mr. Hemelright said no. Mr. Martin suggested starting with local representatives and then moving on to state and national. Dr. Holmes said that a six-month calendar of presentations will be needed so that the topics can be referenced in the letters. Mr. McKinney urged members to be flexible about allowing an invitee to say something if certain criteria are met. Mr. Hemelright suggested that they could speak during the normal public comment period. 
Newsletter - The committee reviewed the October Advocate editorial plan and schedule (Attachment 2). No changes were proposed. Mr. Hemelright said he would like to distribute copies at the fall SSAB chairs meeting.
Topics for the Fall Chairs Meeting - The committee reviewed ideas generated for the spring chairs meeting (Attachment 3). Mr. Hemelright suggested submitting the Public Outreach Committee’s three main FY 2012 accomplishments for presentation at the meeting. The committee concurred. Mr. Martin noted that the other SSABs just don’t do much outreach, so it’s important at the chairs meeting to talk about outreach and get other boards to consider becoming more involved.
Outreach to Channel 10 - Mr. McKinney reported that he exchanged emails this morning with his Channel 10 contact, Heather Lake. She said she had handed off the project to Eleanor Beck who did a story about Oak Ridge just last night. Mr. McKinney said he will contact her. In his last email to Ms. Lake, he sent her our website and Facebook links. The window of opportunity is ideal right now since the station seems very interested in the East Tennessee Technology Park. Dr. Holmes suggested that Mr. McKinney tell the station that we’re inviting a lot of VIPs to our upcoming meetings.
Museum Exhibit - Mr. Osborne discussed two artist’s renditions showing a proposed modification to the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy (Attachment 4). The modification is intended to make the waste management challenges kiosk more eye-catching through the addition of some subject matter–related design elements and signing. The committee concurred with the changes.
FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 work plan (Attachment 5). 
Action Items
Closed

None
Open



1.
Staff will talk with the museum about creating a new display for the ORSSAB exhibit at AMSE. Pending. The museum is working on updating the waste management challenge kiosk. 
Next Meeting
Tuesday, September 25, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the DOE Information Center.
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 

