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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Jan Hart

Dave Hemelright, Chair

Howard Holmes

Scott McKinney, Vice Chair

Absent

David Martin


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Steve Stow, ORSSAB

Ben Williams, DOE




Discussion 
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Williams reported that he received the news releases on retiring members and new students for review. Mr. Osborne mentioned that there will be no newspaper ads in August since the board does not hold a regular board meeting that month. Also, Maggie Owen has requested an extension on writing her newspaper editorial. 
Outreach Presentation - Mr. Stow began his review of the current ORSSAB outreach presentation by discussing how it has evolved over the years. The presentation, he said, is flexible in nature so that it can be customized for different audiences and adjusted for various timeframes, from 15 minutes to 45 minutes. Each of the three main areas of board issues (Environmental Management, Waste Management, and Stewardship) concludes with a discussion of two recommendations the board has made on those topics. He added the recommendations to the presentation to help the audience understand how the board impacts the cleanup program. It’s important to stress that the board makes its recommendations independently of DOE influence, he said. Mr. Stow then discussed each page of the presentation to explain why the information is important to the structure of the presentation.

Mr. Osborne noted that the recommendations in the presentation are not current, but he didn’t want to replace them or make any changes to the presentation until the committee can decide if or how it wants to restructure the material. Mr. McKinney said it might be a good idea to keep the current recommendations if they’re still germane and just not mention when they were written. Mr. Stow remarked that some things, such as the Stewardship Education Resource Kit and the date of the board’s EPA award, should probably be dropped. Mr. McKinney thought adding one of the new ORSSAB commercials at the start of the presentation might be a good idea.
Mr. Osborne explained that the board used to advertise the availability of its speakers bureau, but it never proved fruitful in getting engagements. The way it’s handled now is that he provides the committee with a list of local organizations compiled by the Oak Ridge library. The committee selects the organizations it would like to target, and then staff contact the organizations to set up presentations. 

Mr. Hemelright volunteered to start taking on speaking engagements once the presentation has been revised. Mr. McKinney and Dr. Holmes said they may be able to so some as well. Dr. Holmes recommended they do dry runs of the presentation at a committee meeting for practice and so that committee members can help catch any errors they make. It’s important, he added, to be mindful of the types of questions a presenter may have to field. There may be occasions when questions have to be deferred to someone in the ORSSAB leadership team or to someone in the Environmental Management program.
Mr. Hemelright asked staff to put revision of the presentation and review of the local organizations list on the committee’s work plan for October. Mr. Williams volunteered the help of the DOE Public Affairs Office in supplying new graphics or photos that are needed for the presentation. 
Public Environmental Survey - The committee reviewed last year’s survey (Attachment 2) and discussed whether to continue sending out paper copies to the board’s mailing list. Mr. Osborne said that about 550 copies are mailed out each July. The survey is also available electronically on the board’s website at all times. Most of the ~$900 cost for paper copies is for postage to mail it out and for the return postage. About 70–80 are received back each year.

Mr. Osborne distributed the final FY 2012 ORSSAB budget (Attachment 3). He explained that the board’s former Federal Coordinator zeroed out funding for the paper copies back in September 2011 as a way to help bring the budget in line with the Environmental Management program’s reduced funding profile. If the committee wants to continue paper copies, he said, it will need to request reinstatement of the funding through the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees. 
Mr. Williams remarked that reaching out to the public for their input is a key element of the board’s mission, and the survey serves as an important tool in doing that. It can be done though electronic means, though, and DOE can help the board by advertising the electronic version on its Facebook and Twitter accounts. 

Mr. McKinney agreed that using new media will be helpful, but the committee should not accept the loss of the funding for paper copies, even if it elects not to continue sending them out. 

Dr. Holmes thought it unwise to rely solely on electronic media, as not everyone is using it these days. Some paper copies should be retained. In addition, the survey should be revised to be more user friendly, with easier‑to-understand and more personally phrased wording. Even if the committee decides not to send it to the ORSSAB mailing list, it would be good to go outside that list and do some sampling of the general public.
Mr. Osborne explained that this option was explored at one time, with input from a marketing professor at U.T. It was determined that to do a proper blind sample would be extremely time-consuming and costly. The Public Outreach Committee also investigated doing newspaper inserts, but that was cost-prohibitive.

Mr. Hemelright asked Dr. Holmes if he wished to make a motion on keeping paper copies. Dr. Holmes said yes and made a motion to do a random test mailing to 15 households in each of the seven counties surrounding the Oak Ridge Reservation; continue electronic distribution of the survey; and reword the survey as he suggested. The motion carried. 
Dr. Holmes and Mr. McKinney volunteered to do the rewording. Staff will send them the electronic version of the document. Dr. Holmes asked that committee members take on the task of supplying staff with the names and addresses of 15 random households in the county in which they live. Staff was asked to request reinstatement of the $900 in funding for the survey through the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees. 
Ms. Hart wondered if the survey could be distributed somehow through the local schools. Mr. Hemelright asked staff to put the suggestion on the committee’s July agenda for discussion.

Outreach to Channel 10 - Mr. McKinney reported that he spoke with one of the Channel 10 reporters, Heather Lake, to see if he could get some exposure for the board on Channel 10’s “Live at Five at Four” program. Ms. Lake was extremely receptive to the idea, so much so, in fact, that Mr. McKinney “put the brakes” on the conversation until he could discuss the path forward with the Public Outreach Committee. Mr. Williams agreed with his decision. The committee needs to know what its message is before going into that arena, he said. Dr. Holmes said that in working with television stations it’s important to let them know what topics you want to focus on and then not deviate from that agenda. Mr. Hemelright said the Executive Committee needs to be involved in the discussion and asked staff to add it to their June 28 agenda.
FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 work plan (Attachment 4). Distribution of the Public Environmental Survey through local schools will be added to July. Mr. Hemelright recommended the committee continue with teleconferences in July and August but meet in person in September and October. The committee will need to generate an FY 2013 work plan in September and review the outreach presentation in October.
Action Items
Closed
1.
Mr. McKinney will contact Channel 10 to see if he can get some exposure for the board on their “Live at Five at Four” program. Complete. Discussion will now go forward with the Executive Committee on how to proceed. 

Open


1.
Staff will put revision of the presentation and review of the local organizations list on the committee’s work plan for October.
2.
Dr. Holmes and Mr. McKinney will reword the Public Environmental Survey. 
3.
Staff will send Dr. Holmes and Mr. McKinney the electronic version of the survey.
4.
Committee members will supply staff with the names and addresses of 15 random households in the county in which they live.
5.
Staff will request reinstatement of the $900 in funding for the survey through the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees.
6.
Staff will put on the committee’s July agenda for discussion Ms. Hart’s suggestion to distribute the Public Environmental Survey through the local schools. 
7.
Staff will add to the Executive Committee’s June 28 agenda Mr. McKinney’s discussion with Channel 10 about getting some exposure for the board on the “Live at Five at Four” program. 
8.
Staff will find out how Maggie Owen is progressing in writing the next newspaper editorial. Because of work commitments, Ms. Owen has requested an extension on writing the editorial.
9.
Staff will begin talking with museum design companies to see what’s available and how much it would cost to create a new display for the ORSSAB exhibit at AMSE. Pending. The museum is considering designs for updating the kiosk cabinet.
Next Meeting
Tuesday, July 24, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 

