Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 22, 2012, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference 
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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Jan Hart

Dave Hemelright, Chair

Howard Holmes

David Martin

Scott McKinney, Vice Chair

Absent

Betty Jones

Ben Williams, DOE


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Steve Stow, ORSSAB




Discussion  
Oak Ridge Reservation Tours - Mr. Martin explained that he invited Steve Stow to participate in the teleconference to discuss the committee’s interest in distributing the board’s brochure to tour participants and perhaps providing a short presentation about the board during the tours of the reservation put on by the American Museum of Science and Energy.

Mr. Stow, who served as director of the museum in the past, said he doesn’t think the tour participants are the right target audience for the board’s outreach because they are overwhelming (perhaps 85%) out-of-state residents. The tours are already packed with activity, he said, and any outreach efforts by the board would have to be approved by both Oak Ridge National Laboratory management and DOE.

The committee agreed with his assessment of the situation and elected to table the issue. Mr. McKinney offered an alternative suggestion. Channel 10 in Knoxville, he said, has been carrying a lot of K-25 coverage lately, which indicates an interest in Oak Ridge activities. Perhaps their “Live at Five at Four” program would be a good venue to get some exposure for the board. He offered to email one of the reporters at Channel 10 and pitch the idea to them. 
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Osborne reported that the news release has been issued on the board’s recommendation for DOE to use its white paper on environmental management challenges on the reservation. 
Mr. Hemelright asked staff find out how Maggie Owen is progressing in writing the next newspaper editorial.

Mr. Hemelright asked when the board’s Public Environmental Survey will be distributed. Mr. Osborne said it will be reviewed by Public Outreach Committee in June for distribution in early July. 
Secret City Festival - Mr. Osborne reported that he received commitments to staff the ORSSAB booth on Friday from Corkie Staley and Mr. Hemelright, and on Saturday from Maggie Owen and Gloria Mei. Ms. Staley is tentative, though, because she may be called away for a family matter. Given the response, it does not appear the board has sufficient staffing to man the booth. Festival regulations require that the booth be staffed at all times, and it’s a best practice to always have two members working at any time. That way just one member won’t get swamped if there is more than one member of the public requesting information, and one member can leave the booth temporarily if necessary.
Mr. Hemelright said he will talk to the Executive Committee about the issue on Thursday, and he asked staff to email the board one more time. 
Dr. Holmes said he will be able to help on Saturday. Ms. Hart said she might be able to work a shift, but she may be out of town.
Advocate Newsletter - The committee reviewed the editorial plan and schedule for the July edition of the Advocate newsletter (Attachment 2). No changes were made.

New ORSSAB Commercial - Mr. Osborne reported that Spencer Gross has finished production on the 30 and 60-second ORSSAB promotional videos. They will be distributed to local television stations for them to air as public service announcements next week. The videos have also been posted to the board’s YouTube site (www.youtube.com/user/ORSSAB/videos). Mr. Hemelright asked staff to send the link to all the other SSABs. Mr. Osborne said that Headquarters received notice about the YouTube posting earlier today, and they emailed the link to the other SSABs.
Presentations - The committee reviewed the current ORSSAB outreach presentation (Attachment 3). Mr. McKinney said he thought it was well done and flexible enough to adapt to various audiences. 

Mr. Hemelright asked if staff had any outreach opportunities lined up where the presentation could be delivered. Mr. Osborne said that as a practical matter he really needs to have a presenter identified before contacting local organizations. Ever since Steve Stow left the Public Outreach Committee last fall, no one has stepped in to fill the void. Mr. McKinney said he would be willing, but he would like to see someone deliver the presentation before he actually does it. Dr. Holmes thought that even seeing a video of a presentation would be beneficial. Mr. Hemelright suggested having a work session on it.
Mr. McKinney suggested seeing if Mr. Stow would give a presentation or two so members could tag along to see it. Mr. Hemelright said he would talk to Mr. Stow about it at Thursday night’s Executive Committee.

Ms. Hart asked if this was the same presentation that former board member Tim Myrick gives to the high schools. Mr. Osborne explained that Mr. Myrick’s presentation only contains a very abbreviated version of the main board presentation. Mostly his presentation consists of five case studies of actual cleanup situations at the Oak Ridge Reservation. Mr. Osborne added that he asked Mr. Myrick to become a member of the Public Outreach Committee, but Mr. Myrick declined, saying he was too busy these days with other volunteer activities. Mr. Myrick did offer to participate in one of the committee’s calls so that the high school presentation issue can be discussed. 
Mr. Hemelright asked staff to print two copies of both presentations for him to pick up on Thursday.

Brochure - The committee reviewed a revision to the board’s brochure that had been suggested by Ms. Hart last month. The revision (Attachment 4) is to amend the brochure with a statement about how members of the public can participate on the board through its committees. The amendment was approved.
Waste Management Symposium - Mr. Osborne said that volunteers are being sought by Headquarters to present community perspectives on the EM SSAB for a session at the 2013 Waste Management Symposium, February 24–28, 2013, at the Phoenix Convention Center. A description of the session was distributed as Attachment 5. 
Mr. Hemelright said that he and Mr. McKinney attended the symposium this year and could easily participate again next year. David Martin might want to go as well, he said. Ms. Hart said she doubted she could go, as she just started a new job. Mr. Osborne said he will contact Headquarters and put them in touch with Mr. Hemelright and Mr. McKinney.

Recruitment Outreach - Mr. McKinney noted that discussion during the May 9 board meeting regarding the lack of diversity on the board might be something for the Public Outreach Committee to take a look at in the future. The committee might be helpful to DOE in recruiting new members from diverse communities. 

FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 work plan (Attachment 6) and made no changes.
Action Items
Closed
1.
Staff will pursue adding a label to the board’s brochure discussing how members of the public can participate on the board through its committees. Complete
2.
Mr. Martin will talk with the American Museum of Science and Energy about his idea to give a short presentation about ORSSAB during Oak Ridge Reservation tours. Closed per discussion at the May 22, 2012, teleconference
Open


1.
Mr. McKinney will email Channel 10 to see if he can get some exposure for the board on their “Live at Five at Four” program.

2.
Staff will find out how Maggie Owen is progressing in writing the next newspaper editorial.
3.
Staff will email the board one more time about staffing for the Secret City Festival booth.
4.
Mr. Hemelright will talk to the Executive Committee about staffing for the Secret City Festival booth.

5.
Mr. Hemelright will talk to Mr. Stow at Thursday night’s Executive Committee to ask him to give a presentation or two so Public Outreach Committee members can tag along to see it.
6.
Staff will print two copies of both presentations for Mr. Hemelright to pick up on Thursday.
7.
Staff will contact Headquarters and put them in touch with Mr. Hemelright and Mr. McKinney regarding the session on community perspectives at the 2013 Waste Management Symposium. 
8.
Staff will begin talking with museum design companies to see what’s available and how much it would cost to create a new display for the ORSSAB exhibit at AMSE. Pending. The new files from the Atomic Testing Museum have been loaded to the touch-screen monitor. Discussions with the museum about updating the kiosk cabinet are ongoing.
Next Meeting
Tuesday, June 26, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (6). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 

