Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Betty Jones, Chair

Ted Lundy

David Martin

Maggie Owen, Vice Chair

Absent


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

 


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar – The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Osborne reported that the biographical piece about Ms. Jones had been sent to Y-12 and local newspapers for publication. News releases on retiring students and new students are in development, and the news release on the ORSSAB recommendation on the EM budget will be written following approval of the recommendation on Thursday evening. The quarterly newspaper editorial Spencer Gross wrote using the Savannah River’s CAB’s as a go-by is being reviewed by Pat Halsey.
Mr. Osborne said that news releases regarding two ORSSAB recommendations on the Bear Creek Burial Grounds and historic preservation have been in Dave Adler’s office for some time, and it appears he is unlikely to release them. Mr. Martin said he thought that news releases on these topics focusing on DOE’s response to the recommendations would be very appropriate. He said he would talk to Mr. Adler about the issue.
Secret City Festival – Mr. Osborne said that participation will be sufficient to staff the ORSSAB booth on Saturday, June 18. He will on travel at the EM SSAB chairs meeting in Las Vegas, so Spencer Gross will be setting up and taking down the booth. 

Meeting with Oak Ridge City Manager Mark Watson – The committee discussed rescheduling the meeting and agreed that Fridays were best for committee members. Mr. Osborne said he will contact Mr. Watson’s scheduler to see what Fridays are available in June and then let the committee know.

Advocate Newsletter – The committee reviewed the July Advocate editorial plan and schedule (Attachment 2) and made no changes.
Manhattan Communicator – The committee reviewed the April 2011 edition of the Manhattan Communicator newsletter (Attachment 3). Ms. Owen suggested that it might be a good vehicle for ORSSAB articles. She said it’s published monthly by Bechtel Jacobs, but she’s unsure whether it will continued to be published under the new EM contractor URS/CH2M Oak Ridge, LLC (UCOR). Articles are due by the end of the month.
The committee agreed that the Communicator should be pursued. Mr. Osborne said he will contact publication staff for article submittal guidance and see if anyone on the Public Outreach Committee or the board is interested in writing something to publish. Ms. Owen said she will send Mr. Osborne the contact information.

Invitation to the Roane County Mayor – Mr. Martin asked committee members if they thought it would be a good idea to invite Roane County Mayor Ron Woody to attend the retreat breakfast. Mr. Woody often attends functions throughout the county to thank members of the public for holding meetings in Roane County and provide an official welcome. It would also be a good opportunity for the board to strengthen its ties with the mayor’s office. The committee concurred with the idea. Mr. Osborne suggested that he and Ms. Owen discuss it during the retreat planning call scheduled for Wednesday afternoon. 
FY 2011 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2011 plan (Attachment 4) and deleted discussion of a Christmas parade float from the August meeting.
Action Items
Closed
1.
Staff will use the SRS CAB’s idea for the next ORSSAB guest editorial.
Open


1.
Mr. Martin will talk to Dave Adler about the news releases regarding ORSSAB recommendations on the Bear Creek Burial Grounds and historic preservation that have been in Mr. Adler’s office for some time. Mr. Martin will suggest that news releases focusing on DOE’s response to the recommendations be published.
2.
Mr. Osborne will contact Mr. Watson’s scheduler to see what Fridays are available in June and then let the committee know.

3.
Ms. Owen will send Mr. Osborne the contact information for the Manhattan Communicator.
4.
Mr. Osborne will contact Manhattan Communicator publications staff for article submittal guidance and see if anyone on the Public Outreach Committee or the board is interested in writing something to publish. 
5.
Mr. Osborne and Ms. Owen will discuss during the retreat planning call Mr. Martin’s suggestion for inviting the Roane County Mayor to the retreat breakfast.
6.
Mr. Martin will follow up with Roane County Mayor Ron Woody about arranging a meeting. Pending. The mayor is working on budget issues until at least July 4, so a meeting might be arranged after that
7.
Staff will come up with some ideas for replacing the EM Waste Management Facility display with something more entertaining and that might be interesting to young people. Pending—staff will tour D.C. museums in July to gather ideas

Next Meeting
Tuesday, June 21, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 

