Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 29, 2009, 5:15 p.m.

DOE Information Center
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darrell Akins

Betty Jones

Ted Lundy

Steve Mead

Norman Mulvenon 

Maggie Owen

Steve Stow
Kevin Westervelt, Chair 


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

None


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed upcoming presentation opportunities. Mr. Lundy suggested the committee look into giving presentations to the Lions Clubs in West Knoxville and Farragut.

Mr. Osborne reported that he received an email from the East Tennessee Chapter of the Health Physics Society. It will hold its annual vendors’ dinner meeting on Thursday, December 10, 2009, in the Grand Ballroom of Rothchild's Catering in Knoxville. The committee agreed to participate again this year. Ms. Owen said she will be attending as a member of the society, but she will help out manning the ORSSAB booth. Ms. Jones and Mr. Westervelt volunteered to staff the booth as well. Ms. Owen said she will see if ORSSAB can get a discount on the registration fee since the board is a non-profit organization.
Retreat Suggestions - The committee reviewed a list of suggestions for the Public Outreach Committee that was generated at the August 29 retreat.

Mr. Westervelt said that the first three items (“Include questions on the Stakeholder Survey related to the Stewardship Education Resource Kit, the importance of individual input on EM issues, and awareness of a public comment period at board meetings”) could be addressed fairly simply. Ms. Owen volunteered to work on integrating them into the survey. Mr. Osborne offered to work with her on reformatting the survey, since adding more questions might push it past the allowable size for a first-class postcard. It might also be good to use a whole new format next year to help encourage stakeholder interest in responding to the survey.
Mr. Akins suggested that the committee consider obtaining access to email lists of organizations and entities such as the East Tennessee Economic Council; Energy, Technology, and Environmental Business Association; area chambers of commerce; and Tennessee Valley Corridor members. Mr. Osborne offered to work with him to investigate this opportunity.
Mr. Westervelt suggested that the retreat suggestion “Consider calling a special meeting when issues/crises come up” be referred to the Executive Committee. Mr. Stow and Mr. Mead thought that Executive should be part of the process, but the Public Outreach Committee might want to take the lead in developing the strategy for calling special meetings. Mr. Akins agreed and offered to work with them on it.
Regarding the suggestion “Try to engage Roane County residents, especially those who live farther away from the Oak Ridge Reservation,” Mr. Stow pointed out that the committee has recently made presentations to Roane County Executive Mike Farmer, the Roane County Commission, and the Roane County News.
Stewardship Presentation – Mr. Mulvenon discussed a request from the Stewardship Committee for Public Outreach to give the presentation “Status Report for the Community on Long-Term Stewardship for the Contaminated Areas on the Oak Ridge Reservation” (Attachment 2). Committee members generally agreed that it would be difficult to incorporate the presentation into the existing outreach presentation because it is already very long. Mr. Stow suggested that since the existing outreach presentation includes discussion of stewardship that presenters take copies of the stewardship presentation along and point out to the audience that a separate stewardship presentation is available. He said he will also review the presentation to see of the stewardship section of the outreach presentation can be beefed up. Staff was asked to email both presentations to members for their information.
Work Plans - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 3) and draft FY 2010 plan (Attachment 4). Mr. Westervelt asked members to review the 2010 plan and email any additions or comments. 

FY 2010 Officers – Ms. Owen and Ms. Jones were elected chair and vice chair, respectively. 

Meeting Format – Mr. Stow suggested that membership in the committee might be strengthened by holding more committee meetings in person, rather than by teleconference. It might also encourage more participation by the committee’s DOE liaison, Pat Halsey, whom Mr. Stow noted had not been able to participate much this year. Committee members concurred with his suggestion and agreed to meet in person every other month, beginning in October. Mr. Mead said it would be good for him if the committee met at 5:30. Members agreed to that change as well.
Action Items
Closed

Open


1.
Ms. Owen will see if ORSSAB can get a discount on the ETCHPS registration fee.
2.
Ms. Owen will work on integrating Stakeholder Survey suggestions from the retreat into the survey. Mr. Osborne will work with her on reformatting.
3.
Mr. Akins and staff will work on obtaining access to email lists of organizations and entities that could be added to the Stakeholder Survey distribution.

4.
Mr. Stow, Mr. Mead, and Mr. Akins will develop a strategy for calling special meetings when issues/crises come up.
5.
Staff will email the stewardship and public outreach presentations to committee members.

6.
Committee members will review the 2010 work plan and email any additions or comments.
7.
Staff will find someone to do an artist’s rendition of the proposed museum display. Carryover
The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 27, 5:30 p.m., DOE Information Center
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
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