Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darrell Akins

Kevin Westervelt, Chair 
Steve Stow
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Steve Mead

Norman Mulvenon 




Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed recent activities: 
· Quarterly newspaper guest editorial - Mr. Westervelt said he would write the next editorial, due to be sent to newspapers in August. 
· Outreach to Metro Pulse newspaper - Mr. Osborne said he contacted Metro Pulse editor Coury Turczyn last week, who directed him to staff reporter Chris Barrett. Mr. Osborne said he has been unable to reach Mr. Barrett so far, but he will keep trying.
· Follow-up from meeting with Roane County News editor Terri Likens - Mr. Osborne said he prepared a letter for transmitting Ms. Likens  a copy of the “The Reporter’s Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management,” published by the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation (CRESP), and a copy of “Oak Ridge, Tennessee - A Citizen’s Guide to the Environment.” He’ll send the letter and documents as soon as Mr. Westervelt and Mr. Stow approve the letter. Next he will prepare a transmittal for sending the handbook to the other newspaper reporters and editors the committee has met with this year. 

· Presentations - Mr. Osborne said he will begin contacting some new organizations this week to see if they are interested in an ORSSAB presentation.
Museum Exhibit - Mr. Osborne said he contacted Peggy Brown at UT-Battelle on recommendation from Jim Comish at the museum. Ms. Brown is the Oak Ridge National Laboratory liaison to the museum. She is also in charge of graphics, photography, and media for the lab. She declined to provide assistance in designing the new kiosk for the ORSSAB exhibit, saying that her management account for this year is at zero, and she thought UT-Battelle should not be contributing to the museum exhibits since the museum has staff of its own. 
Mr. Osborne walked the committee through a summary of the proposed exhibit changes (Attachment 2) and discussed touch-screen monitors. He said he will talk to the DOE Public Affairs Office next to secure their help with the exhibit, and he will continue work on fleshing-out the concepts for the touch-screen monitor programs.
Committee Meetings - Mr. Stow said he thought it might be beneficial for the committee to meet in person occasionally since the teleconferences may be inhibiting participation by other board members. Mr. Westervelt said he would mention it at the August 12 board meeting.
2009 Committee Accomplishments - The committee reviewed its list of FY 2008 accomplishments and tasks to carry over into FY 2009 (Attachment 3) and discussed several additions and changes to the list in order to make it current for this fiscal year.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 4). 

Action Items
Closed

1.
Mr. Stow will send Ms. Likens information on how to access ATSDR reports. ATSDR information included in 6/22/09 transmittal letter
Open


1.
Mr. Westervelt will write the next quarterly newspaper guest editorial.
2.
Mr. Westervelt will discuss Public Outreach Committee teleconferencing vs. meeting in person at the August 12 board meeting. 
3.
Staff will distribute “The Reporter's Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management” to all the newspaper reporters and editors the committee has met with recently.

4.
Staff will research kiosk costs and find someone to do an artist’s rendition of the proposed museum display. 

5.
Mr. Akins will provide preliminary mention of the museum upgrade project to Gerald Boyd, Steve McCracken, and John Shewairy of DOE.

The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, August 25, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
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