Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Bill Bass, Vice Chair 

Kevin Westervelt, Chair 

	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Darrell Akins

Steve Mead

Norman Mulvenon 

Steve Stow 


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed upcoming presentations: 
· Meeting with Clinton Courier editor Ron Bridgeman - Mr. Osborne said he had firmed up arrangements for the meeting with Mr. Bridgeman for Wednesday, April 22, at 10:30 a.m. 
· Participation in Oak Ridge Earth Day - Mr. Osborne reported that a sufficient number of members had committed to staffing the ORSSAB booth, except that David Martin will probably not be able to serve his shift because of an important family issue.
· Secret City Festival - Mr. Osborne asked if the committee wished to participate in the festival again this year, and if so, what day(s). Mr. Westervelt and Mr. Bass agreed to pursue staffing a booth on Saturday only. 

· Presentations - Mr. Bass said he is planning to make a presentation to the Downtown Knoxville Sertoma Club on May 20. He is awaiting a final OK on that date from Ron Murphree.

Recruiting Presenters - Mr. Bass expressed concern about the lack of members to make outreach presentations given that he is more than likely to leave the board at the end of his term in June and that Steve Stow is recuperating from a bad fall. Mr. Westervelt said he will discuss with the Executive Committee ideas on how to have a broader group of ORSSAB members available to do presentations to civic groups. The Public Outreach Committee might also want to focus more on “stealth promotions” while Mr. Stow recovers, by which he means making more low-profile, one-on-one presentations to newspaper editors, elected officials, etc.
Stakeholder Survey - The committee agreed to postpone discussion of ways to distribute the survey more widely until the next meeting. Mr. Bass asked if it would be possible to distribute the survey as an insert in local papers. Mr. Osborne said that avenue had been explored with the Oak Ridge Observer some time ago, and it was determined not to be cost effective. He offered to look up his notes on the issue for discussion at next month’s meeting. He also said he would provide members with the current distribution list for the survey.
Museum Exhibit - Mr. Westervelt said that he and Darrell Akins met with Mr. Osborne at the American Museum of Science and Energy on April 8 to talk about possible upgrades to ORSSAB’s exhibit. Mr. Osborne said he would like to focus on two areas: (1) replacing the EM poster with a free-standing kiosk that incorporates interactive features and focuses on EM’s American Reinvestment and Recovery Act activities, and (2) creating a new display on K-25 historic preservation. He suggested that he get the ball rolling by writing concept papers for each display that the committee can then use as a jumping off point for discussion. 
Mr. Bass noted that an ORSSAB display on K-25 historic preservation may be duplicative of what DOE EM will do if it follows the recommendations the board made in the minority opinion attached to its “Recommendation on Alternatives to Memorialize the K-25 Building at East Tennessee Technology Park.”
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 2). 

Action Items
Closed

Open


1.
Staff will put Stakeholder Survey distribution strategy on the next meeting agenda and provide members with the current distribution list.

2.
Staff will look up notes from the meeting with the Oak Ridge Observer regarding distribution of the Stakeholder Survey as a insert.
3.
Staff will write concept papers for the two new museum displays.

4.
Mr. Westervelt will discuss with the Executive Committee ideas on how to have a broader group of ORSSAB members available to do presentations to civic groups.
5.
Mr. Westervelt and staff will discuss with Steve Dixon an opportunity to do a quarterly guest editorial for the Oak Ridger. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, May 26, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (2). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
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