Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009, 5:15
 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darrell Akins

Bill Bass, Vice Chair

Steve Mead

Steve Stow 

Kevin Westervelt, Chair 
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Ed Juarez 

Norman Mulvenon 


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed upcoming presentations: 
· Follow-up on meetings with Stan Mitchell and Tom Beehan—The committee discussed notes from the meetings (Attachment 2). Mr. Westervelt said he would like to follow up on Mr. Mitchell’s suggestion for an op-ed piece in the Oak Ridge Observer by the ORSSAB chair. Mr. Westervelt said he would talk to Steve Dixon about the idea at the next Executive Committee meeting and then work with staff to get the piece written. It will then go out to Public Outreach Committee members for review.
Mr. Osborne reported that a follow-up letter from Steve Dixon had been sent to the mayor regarding the two actions from the meeting with him: a tour of the reservation, and a presentation to Oak Ridge City Council. The mayor declined the tour but asked that ORSSAB give a presentation to council on March 9. Mr. Stow said he would take the lead in the presentation. Mr. Bass will also attend in a supporting role. Mr. Akins said he will talk to the mayor about the tour to see if the mayor is just not interested or if there is a scheduling issue.
· Meeting with Oak Ridger editor Darrell Richardson—Both Mr. Akins and Mr. Osborne said they made repeated attempts to contact Mr. Richardson, with no success. Mr. Akins recommended putting the meeting on the back burner. He also recommended meeting with Clinton Courier editor Ron Bridgeman. Staff was asked to set it up.
· Meeting with the East Tennessee State Legislative Delegation—Mr. Akins suggested waiting until April or May, when the legislators are less busy than they are now.
· Participation in Oak Ridge Earth Day—The committee agreed to participate again this year. Staff was asked to email board members about the event. Mr. Westervelt said he would mention it at the March board meeting.
· Kiwanis Club of Alcoa—Mr. Osborne said that an offer had been received from the Kiwanis for the committee to give a presentation on March 30. Mr. Bass said he will be able to do it. He asked that staff email all board members about upcoming presentations in case they want to attend or start participating in the presentations.
· Knox County Civic Clubs—Mr. Osborne said he has been trying to contact the five west Knoxville clubs on the list of clubs generated by Mr. Akins. All of the email addresses are bad, and some of the phone numbers are too. He will keep trying to get correct information and contact the clubs. 
· High Schools—Mr. Osborne said letters will go to the schools at the end of March asking for students, so presentations should be made soon. Tim Myrick would like to do his joint presentation at Oak Ridge High School again. Mr. Bass asked if the same format could be used at Hardin Valley as well. Mr. Osborne said he would ask Mr. Myrick.
Advocate Newsletter - The committee reviewed the editorial plan & schedule (Attachment 3). Mr. Westervelt suggested adding an item about the transuranic waste shipments from Oak Ridge.
Chairs Meeting - The committee reviewed issues from last chairs meeting (Attachment 4) and agreed to recommend the following issues for presentation at the upcoming meeting in Augusta:
· Communicating the successes of reindustrialization and privatization efforts at the East Tennessee Technology Park in line with current DOE energy parks initiatives 

· Communicating with the public and the media about the Integrated Facility Disposition Program
Stakeholder Survey - The committee reviewed a rewrite of the survey done by Mr. Westervelt (Attachment 5). Mr. Bass suggested adding the times and dates that ORSSAB meetings are broadcast to question 5. Mr. Westervelt agreed with the idea and asked committee members to email him or staff if they had additional changes to recommend to the survey questions. 

Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 6). 
Action Items
Closed

1.
Mr. Westervelt will do an edit of the Stakeholder Survey questions for the committee to review.
2.
Mr. Akins will contact Darryl Richardson about meeting with the committee. 
Open


1.
Mr. Westervelt will talk to Steve Dixon at the next Executive Committee meeting about Stan Mitchell’s suggestion for an op-ed piece in the Oak Ridge Observer, and then work with staff to get it written.
2.
Mr. Akins will talk to the mayor about the reservation tour to see if he is not interested or if there is a scheduling issue.
3.
Staff will set up a meeting with Clinton Courier editor Ron Bridgeman.
4.
Staff will email board members about Oak Ridge Earth Day. 
5.
Mr. Westervelt will mention Earth Day at the March board meeting.
6.
Staff will email board members about upcoming presentations.

7.
Staff will ask Tim Myrick if he would be willing do his presentation at Hardin Valley High School in March.
The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, March 24, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (6). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
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