Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Bill Bass, Vice Chair

Steve Stow 

Kevin Westervelt, Chair
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Darrell Akins

Ed Juarez 

Steve Mead

Norman Mulvenon 


Discussion
Transition Team Letter - Mr. Westervelt said that a suggestion had come to him from David Martin to send out a news release regarding the letter ORSSAB may be sending soon to the DOE Transition Team Lead. Mr. Osborne said he would have something prepared for the committee to review early next week, assuming that the letter is approved by the Executive Committee.
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed upcoming presentations: 
· Meeting with Stan Mitchell—Mr. Westervelt said that he, Mr. Bass, and Mr. Stow would meet with Oak Ridger Observer editor Stan Mitchell on Friday, January 30, at 1:00 p.m. Mr. Bass suggested that members take along a list of recent ORSSAB recommendations to discuss with Mr. Mitchell. Mr. Westervelt said he would take a look at them and bring something. Mr. Osborne said he could pull together a bullet list of recent ORSSAB activities from the SSAB chairs conference call notes staff puts together for Steve Dixon. 
· Meeting with Oak Ridge Mayor Tom Beehan—–Messrs. Akins, Bass, Stow, and Westervelt will meet with the mayor on Friday, February 6 at 10:30 a.m. Mr. Osborne reported that he contacted Steve Dixon about attending the meeting (as well as the meeting with Stan Mitchell), but he had not received a definite response. Mr. Westervelt said he received an email from Norman Mulvenon cautioning the committee about speaking to elected officials and reporters on behalf of the board. Mr. Osborne said that the committee has met many times in the past with officials and reporters with the board’s blessing, but it is important for members not to state official ORSSAB positions that might be quoted in the papers or make commitments on behalf of the board. The chair is the only member authorized to do so. 
· Kiwanis Club of Oak Ridge—Mr. Westervelt asked for a volunteer to give the presentation. Mr. Bass thought he was busy that day, but Mr. Stow said he might be able to cover it. Mr. Bass suggested that other presenters be sought from the committee or the board. Mr. Westervelt said he would mention it to the Executive Committee.
· Knox County Civic Clubs—The committee reviewed a list of clubs generated by Darrell Akins (Attachment 2) and agreed to pursue presentations first to the five west Knoxville clubs. Staff was asked to contact the groups.
· High Schools—Mr. Bass asked when presentations should be scheduled to the schools from which ORSSAB will select its next student representatives. Mr. Osborne said letters will go to the schools at the end of March asking for students, so presentations should be made in late February or early March. Mr. Bass recommended that the two current students be invited to the presentations so they can give a firsthand account of their participation on the board. 
· Meeting with the East Tennessee State Congressional Delegation—The topic was postponed until Mr. Akins can participate in the discussion.
Stakeholder Survey - Mr. Westervelt asked if committee members had changes to recommend to the survey questions. Members generally agreed that the questions needed to be updated. Mr. Westervelt offered to do an edit for the committee to review.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 3). 
Action Items
Closed

Open


1.
Staff will prepare a news release on the letter ORSSAB may be sending to the DOE Transition Team. 

2.
Mr. Westervelt will talk with the Executive Committee about finding additional members to give outreach presentations. 

3.
Staff will contact the five west Knoxville clubs about presentations. 

4.
Mr. Westervelt will do an edit of the Stakeholder Survey questions for the committee to review.

5.
Mr. Akins will contact Darryl Richardson about meeting with the committee. Carryover item
6.
Mr. Akins will contact the Blount County Kiwanis Club about hosting an ORSSAB presentation. Carryover item
7.
Mr. Westervelt will talk to Sondra Sarten about the meeting with the city regarding stewardship. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, February 24, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (3). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
plo
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