Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Bill Bass, Vice Chair

Ed Juarez

Steve Mead

Steve Stow 

Kevin Westervelt, Chair

Absent

Norman Mulvenon 
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Maggie Owen, ORSSAB




Discussion
City’s Role in Stewardship - Mr. Bass said that at last week’s Stewardship Committee meeting Sondra Sarten talked about initiating a discussion with the city of Oak Ridge as to the city’s role in stewardship. This might be an opportunity for Public Outreach to partner with Stewardship and work with the city. Mr. Bass suggested that Public Outreach send a member or two when Stewardship meets with the city. Ms. Sarten is to let the Public Outreach Committee know when a meeting will be arranged. Mr. Westervelt offered to talk to Ms. Sarten about it further.

Health Physics Society Vendors Meeting - Ms. Owen said that the East Tennessee Chapter of the Health Physics Society will hold its vendors meeting on Tuesday, December 9, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Rothchild’s Catering & Conference Center in Knoxville. She has attended this occasion for many years and has always found it to be informative and enjoyable. The meeting is always well attended, with about 120–150 members, guests, and vendors present. It might be a good opportunity to set up a booth and promote awareness of ORSSAB.

The cost for a booth is $250, but Ms. Owen thought she might be able to get a reduced rate since she is a member, or the board might be eligible for the $175 affiliate member rate. It is not a requirement to sell a product to participate, and other organizations have set up booths in the past to perform public outreach activities. Vendors are expected to donate a gift certificate for the drawing held during the evening. Dinner for two is included in the booth cost. Ms. Owen volunteered to staff the booth, although she will make separate arrangements for her dinner costs. 
The committee agreed to pursue the opportunity and asked Ms. Owen to see if the board can get a booth at a reduced rate. Mr. Westervelt and Mr. Stow offered to help staff the booth. Mr. Juarez said he may be able to help as well.
Mr. Juarez asked if the board should consider becoming an affiliate to the Health Physics Society since doing so might get the board a reduced rate for the booth and offer additional outreach and networking opportunities in the future. The committee agreed to consider the idea and asked Ms. Owen to find out what would be involved in becoming an affiliate. Mr. Osborne recommended that Ms. Owen and Mr. Westervelt talk to Pat Halsey about it to make sure there are no constraints on a federal advisory board becoming an affiliate.
Mr. Osborne said that the display would be similar to what was done for the chairs meeting in D.C. last week. He offered to email members a photo of the display.
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Stow volunteered to make the presentation to the Health Physics Society on October 28. He suggested that the committee consider adding the Technical Society of Knoxville to its presentation list. Ted Lundy is a member and might be good point of contact. Mr. Westervelt offered to talk to Mr. Lundy about it and try to determine if the board’s presentation would be appropriate. Mr. Westervelt asked staff to put the Oak Ridge Public Library list of organizations on the committee’s October agenda for consideration of additional outreach opportunities.
High School Presentations - The committee reviewed a list of area high schools and a letter prepared by staff informing the schools that ORSSAB is available to make presentations to classes and clubs (Attachment 2). Mr. Stow recommended the committee send letters to about ten schools first and then send letters to the others at a later date. The schools he recommended starting with are Anderson County, Clinton, Farragut, Karns, Lenoir City, Loudon, Oak Ridge, Oliver Springs, Roane County, and Webb. Mr. Bass suggested limiting the presentations to schools within a 25-mile radius of Oak Ridge since that’s the criteria used to determine which schools will be solicited to supply student representatives. He also recommended that the two current students be asked to attend the high school presentations, particularly the ones made to their home schools (Oak Ridge and Roane County).
PowerPoint Presentation - Mr. Westervelt noted that Mr. Stow had submitted comments on revising the public outreach PowerPoint presentation. Mr. Bass said he would like to work with Mr. Stow and staff to revise the presentation and then submit it to the committee for review in October. Mr. Westervelt agreed with the approach and asked other members to send any comments to Mr. Bass or Mr. Stow. Mr. Bass asked staff to set up a conference call to discuss changes and notify all members when arrangements are made. Mr. Juarez said he would like to attend a couple of presentations to see how they are done. 
Meeting with Frank Munger - Mr. Westervelt asked Mr. Osborne how arrangements for the meeting were proceeding. Mr. Osborne said that the meeting had been put on hold pending Steve Dixon’s availability following the chairs meeting last week. Mr. Westervelt asked him to try to set the meeting for sometime next week, preferably Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, and then notify all members.
Public Comment Periods at Monthly Board Meetings - Mr. Juarez asked about the action from the last Public Outreach Committee meeting for Mr. Westervelt to discuss with the Executive Committee moving the public comment period to a slot preceding the monthly board meeting presentation. Mr. Juarez felt there should only be one comment period rather than the one prior to the presentation and then again immediately following the presentation. 

The committee discussed the suggestion, but reactions were mixed, with some favoring keeping both periods. Mr. Westervelt said it would be discussed further at Thursday’s Executive Committee meeting. Mr. Bass suggested that if the two periods are kept that the student leading the period make the public aware that the first period is strictly for general comments and that the period immediately following the presentation is only for comments and questions related to the presentation.
Work Plans - The committee discussed its FY 2008 work plan and activities for FY 2009 (Attachment 3). 
Action Items
Closed

1.
The committee will sequence the distribution list for transmittal of the letter to local high schools.
Open


1.
Mr. Westervelt will talk to Sondra Sarten about the meeting with the city regarding stewardship. 
2.
Ms. Owen will see if the board can get a booth at a reduced rate for the Health Physics Society meeting.
3.
Ms. Owen and Mr. Westervelt will talk to Pat Halsey about becoming a Health Physics Society affiliate.
4.
Mr. Osborne will email members a photo of the ORSSAB display at the chairs meeting. 
5.
Mr. Westervelt will talk to Mr. Lundy about the Technical Society of Knoxville and try to determine if the board’s presentation would be appropriate for the group. 

6.
Staff will put the Oak Ridge Public Library list of organizations on the committee’s October agenda.

7.
Staff will send letters to the following high schools: Anderson County, Clinton, Farragut, Karns, Lenoir City, Loudon, Oak Ridge, Oliver Springs, Roane County, and Webb, and ask ORSSAB’s students to attend the high school presentations, particularly the ones made to their home schools (Oak Ridge and Roane County).
8.
Staff will try to set the meeting with Frank Munger for sometime next week, preferably Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, and notify all members.
9.
Staff will set up a conference call to discuss changes to the outreach presentation and notify all members when arrangements are made.
10.
Staff will find out when PSA announcements were sent to the PBS station and community cable access channels and check on submitting notices for ‘community calendars.’ Carryover item
11.
The committee will ask DOE to send a letter to applicants who have not been seated on the board yet, inviting them to join ORSSAB committees. The letter should include a listing of the committee meeting dates and the committees’ mission statements. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 21, 5:00 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (3). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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