Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 23, 2007, 5:00 p.m.

DOE Information Center
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Ben Adams

Bill Bass

Norman Mulvenon

Steve Stow

Kevin Westervelt

Jan Teague


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

David Branch

Pat Halsey, DOE

Mike Haygood




Discussion
FY 2008 Vice Chair - Lacking a volunteer to accept the vice chair position, the committee postponed the topic until the November meeting. 
Presentations - The committee reviewed the 6-Month Planning Calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Osborne reported on three items:

· Darrell Richardson, editor of the Oak Ridger, said he would be willing to meet Wednesday or Thursday in the afternoon. Mr. Stow and Mr. Mulvenon offered to meet with him.
· The Clinton Rotary Club presentation has been set for Tuesday, November 27, at noon. Bill Bass has offered to give the presentation.
· Calls have been made to Roane County High School Principal Robert Dill, but so far no date has been set for a presentation. 
Mr. Bass reported that he spoke with Karen Alberts at the Loudon County Chamber of Commerce about the possibility of the Public Outreach Committee making a presentation at a future chamber function. Ms. Alberts said that the chamber’s next two months’ programs have been set, but she will get back with him as presentations are scheduled for the months after.
Mr. Bass said that he spoke with Sondra Sarten about giving a presentation to the Loudon County School Board. He and Ms. Sarten agreed that the presentation focus would be split between overviews of ORSSAB and the Stewardship Education Resource Kit. He said he would write to the board to arrange the presentation.
Mr. Mulvenon mentioned that the Oak Ridge League of Women Voters would be a good outreach possibility. 

Mr. Stow asked about a list of local organizations that had been mentioned at a previous meeting. Mr. Osborne said the list is generated by the Oak Ridge Public Library. He offered to distribute it. Mr. Westervelt suggested the committee review it at the November meeting. 
Mr. Stow said that when talking with Darrell Richardson or making any outreach presentation, the committee should consider inviting people to join the Public Outreach Committee as members of the public. Mr. Adams suggested that an appeal be made to past ORSSAB members as well. Mr. Bass suggested that a slide be added to the outreach presentation discussing membership on the board and the fact that you don’t have to be an ORSSAB member to sit on its committees. Mr. Osborne offered to add it to the presentation.
The committee discussed the lack of interest by local newspapers in covering ORSSAB meetings, particularly by Frank Munger of the Knoxville News-Sentinel. Mr. Adams suggested that Mr. Munger be invited to give a presentation to the board describing the changes in newspaper coverage of the Oak Ridge cleanup efforts over the years.
Mr. Bass asked if ORSSAB has a laptop projector he can take to the Clinton Rotary Club presentation. Mr. Osborne said that the board must borrow one from DOE when needed, although that process has become more cumbersome lately. The committee agreed that it would probably be beneficial to have a projector readily available for members’ use in making presentations. Mr. Osborne was asked to provide cost estimates at the November meeting.
Annual Report - The committee discussed the FY 2007 annual report schedule (Attachment 2) and format and made no changes. Mr. Bass noted, though, that the cover photo of the FY 2006 report could have used better identification.

Ms. Sarten asked who is on distribution for the report. Mr. Osborne said that about 275 copies are made, and most go to local elected officials, media, and state and national representatives. He offered to distribute the list.
Action Items
Complete
1.
Staff will add a slide to the outreach presentation discussing membership on the board and the fact that you don’t have to be an ORSSAB member to sit on its committees. 

Open


1.
Mr. Bass will write the Loudon County School Board to arrange a presentation on ORSSAB and the Stewardship Education Resource Kit. 

2.
Staff will distribute the list of local organizations generated by the Oak Ridge Public Library. 
3.
Staff will send the committee the distribution list for the FY 2007 annual report.

4.
Staff will provide cost estimates for a laptop projector.

5.
Staff will make arrangements for a presentation to Roane County High School. Carryover item
6.
Ms. Teague will let committee members know when she and Mr. Mulvenon have set and date and time for the demonstration of the ORSSAB outreach presentation. Staff will pursue taping it. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, November 27, 5:00 p.m., DOE Information Center

Attachments (2). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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