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Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Martin said that coming up with good, obtainable goals for the committees will be key this year. The mission statement should be examined for currency, and he also thinks the board needs a vision statement. He plans to draft something soon. 

Mr. Hemelright said he would like for the board presenter biographies to be a little more extensive. He offered to take over the task of introducing presenters at the monthly board meetings. 
Mr. Martin asked if the vacancies on the board are being filled. Mr. Adler said DOE has identified two candidates and is working through the process to appoint them.
Mr. Adler said that Mark Whitney and Sue Cange will alternate attendance at board meetings. Ms. Cange intends to attend some committee meetings in the months she does not attend the board meeting. 
Monthly Board Meetings
September 12 Review - The committee discussed the presentation on the Oak Ridge National Laboratory cleanup status. Mr. Martin said he’s heard that there are problems with the hot cells cleanup. Mr. Adler said the hot cells on the east side of the Building 3026 project have been found to contain items that are of higher radioactivity than anticipated. When something like this happens, he said, DOE pauses and re-scopes the project to prepare for the additional challenges. There is some question, however, whether funding will be available for additional work. Mr. Adler said he would provide an update at the October board meeting. 
October 10 - The committee reviewed the meeting agenda (Attachment 1). The presentation will be on the land use manger process. 
November 14 - The presentation will focus on the accumulated waste and material disposition activity. 
December 12 - Mr. Adler remarked that DOE is considering canceling the meeting since attendance is historically low at the December meeting, and there is always a threat of bad weather. Mr. Martin made a motion to go ahead and cancel it now. The motion was seconded and approved. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Paulus reported that the board is in good shape financially and should have a carryover again this year (Attachment 2). Funding for the Environmental Management Committee’s technical advisor (Dr. Goode) was discussed. It looks as though Dr. Goode will not cost the board as much as originally anticipated. 

The committee discussed planning for a possible Congressional budget sequestration but elected not to take action at this time since the board has so much 2012 carryover. 

Mr. Adler remarked that it is uncertain how DOE will proceed with the technical advisor task. DOE is considering having Dr. Goode participate in the upcoming interagency groundwater working group meetings, but even if he played a role in the meetings, he could still serve the SSAB in an advisory role. At this point it’s still very unclear how it will all play out. One consideration is that there could be a perceived conflict of interest with Goode serving two masters: DOE and SSAB. Mr. Adler said he has no doubt that Dr. Goode can do it without conflicts. DOE has also yet to discuss with the regulators having Dr. Goode attend the working group meetings. 
EM - Mr. Martin reported that at its September meeting the committee discussed Dr. Goode’s recent visit. The groundwater modeling tool discussed during the visit would need to be a DOE effort since it will be very expensive. It would be done after the groundwater working group finishes its meetings. 
Mr. Adler said that DOE has drafted a scope of work for the working group. It will be shared but not just yet because it is currently in the procurement phase. Mr. Hatcher noted that the U.S. Geological Survey, for which Dr. Goode works, is set up to be impartial. It’s very important to them to maintain that, he said. 

Mr. Martin reported that the committee also finalized its 2013 work plan, elected officers, and developed its 2015 budget request.
Public Outreach - Mr. McKinney reported that in September the committee met at the DOE Information Center and reviewed its six‑month planning calendar. The committee prepared its 2015 budget request and 2013 work plan, and heard a presentation on ORSSAB outreach materials geared toward new members. Updates were made on approval of the Public Environmental Survey, outreach to Channel 10, and inviting VIPs to board meetings. The bulk of the meeting was spent assessing how to address Public Outreach Committee topics from the annual planning meeting.

Mr. Martin asked if the committee would meet in person more often this year. Mr. McKinney said he would like to do so at least quarterly. Mr. Martin encouraged Mr. McKinney not to give up on WBIR. Sometimes a station has openings that come up unexpectedly, he said. 

Stewardship - Ms. Staley reported that at its September meeting the committee finalized its 2013 work plan, elected officers, and developed its 2015 budget request. The committee spent a lot of time scheduling presentations and discussing how the committee will work with the Environmental Management Committee on topics of joint interest. In October the committee will discuss the land use manager activity. Mr. Hemelright pointed out that the board will hear a presentation on this at its October 10 meeting. Mr. Martin remarked that it’s common for the board to hear a presentation on an issue, and then a committee will examine it more closely afterward. 
Other Business
Travel Request - The committee approved a request from Mr. Hemelright for travel to the Perma-Fix Mixed and Low-Level Waste Management Forum in Nashville, Dec. 10–13 (Attachment 3).
Board Meeting Refreshments - Mr. Hemelright discussed a recommendation to establish a fund to provide sustenance at board meetings. He said it was discussed at the Public Outreach Committee meeting Tuesday night, and the consensus was for members to bring their own food if they like. Issues with logistics and cleanup make joint refreshments or meals unworkable. At this point he would like to drop it. 
Member Training - Mr. Martin said he would like to address the continuing need for member education by supplying short, specific bits of information at each monthly board meeting; for example, the difference between the Remediation Effectiveness Report and the Five-Rear Review. He would like to do this before the meeting presentation and have it be part of the meeting included in the cable television broadcasts. 

At the October 10 meeting he will ask the board’s DOE liaisons to talk about their roles with DOE. He will send out an email to that effect. In November, he would like the board’s state and EPA liaisons to do the same. 
Pledge of Allegiance - Mr. Martin discussed opening board meetings with the pledge of allegiance. Mr. Hatcher asked what the reasons are to do it or not do it. Mr. Hemelright said it’s very common at meetings in Tennessee, and he supports it. Mr. Adler said he remembered when this came up several years ago that some members were unsure about it, so an anonymous email survey was done. He recommended doing that again. The committee concurred. Mr. Martin suggested that those who do not reply by a specified dated be counted as abstaining. 
Monthly Costs Table - Mr. Paulus reported that the Board Finance & Process Committee discussed removing staff costs from the monthly tracking table and just show those discretionary costs that can be affected through SSAB decision-making. Staff costs are set through a contract managed by DOE and cannot be altered by the board. Removing those costs from the table will make it easier for the committee to make recommendations about allocating the yearly budget among the various cost categories and will facilitate budget cutting if the board’s funding is reduced. Mr. Adler said DOE supports removing staff costs. Since board members come and go, it should be DOE that controls the level of staffing for the board. 
Action Items
Open
1.
Mr. Adler will provide an update on the Building 3026 project at the October board meeting. 
2.
Mr. Martin will send out an email to the board’s DOE liaisons asking them to talk about their roles with DOE at the October 10 meeting. 
3.
Staff will email board members regarding the pledge of allegiance.
Closed

None
Next meeting
Thursday, October 25, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (3). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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