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Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Murphree reported on several topics from this afternoon’s bi-monthly chairs call:

· In spring DOE will roll out its draft Environmental Impact Statement for Greater than Class C Waste. 
· FY 2013 budget figures are to be released the 3rd week of February. Mr. Murphree said he learned that we are to go back to FY 2008 base funding levels, which is prior to the Recovery Act. 
· Tish O’Conor, who is the new Headquarters EM Program point of contact for long-term stewardship issues, is setting up a Headquarters-only meeting on stewardship in February or March in which the various DOE programs (Legacy Management, Science, NNSA, EM, and Nuclear Energy) will try to come to consensus on complex-wide long-term stewardship guidance. This meeting will be followed next year by a complex-wide meeting that will include the SSABs and public. 
· Work is mostly done on the spring chairs meeting agenda. 
Mr. Westervelt, who also participated in the chairs call, added that budget requirements and funding in general will be paramount in the next few months, with a lot of coverage about it in the papers and correspondence from local mayors to DOE. If DOE goes back to 2008 funding levels, there may be a budget crisis this year since we are currently spending (under the current continuing resolution) at far greater than 2008 levels. 
Ms. Halsey said DOE is planning a public meeting on the FY 2013 budget request, most likely on Feb. 24 from 1‑5 p.m. DOE wants the SSAB to play an active part in preparing for the meeting. The DOE Information Center is not available, so the meeting will be held at Building 2714, where the EM 20-year celebration was held. 
Mr. Juarez asked what the new member appointment process is. Ms. Halsey said the membership packet will be sent to Headquarters on February 11 and should be approved by June 30. Two new members will be appointed right away by John Eschenberg to replace Sondra Sarten and Steve Mead. These new members will still have to go through the Headquarters vetting process, however. 
Ms. Halsey said that Dave Adler has been working with the regulators to renegotiate FY 2011 Federal Facility Agreement milestones. Progress is being made, and five milestone changes have been approved so far. One of the remaining issues is the treatability study for phase 2 work at the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP), which is due March 14. The problem is that DOE has a March 31 a milestone for the treatability study report, which is unworkably soon to March 14. 

Mr. Murphree said that during the chairs call there was also discussion about drawdown of workers as Recovery Act work is finished. He asked Ms. Halsey what’s going on here. Ms. Halsey said that she’s heard that up to 1,000 people may be impacted in Oak Ridge. 
Mr. Bonner asked Ms. Halsey to clarify the process for the communicating to applicants. Ms. Halsey said there’s an acknowledgement letter that goes out thanking them for their application and telling them the timeframe for when they’ll hear about whether they’re being appointed. They then receive another letter telling them whether they have been appointed or not. The first acknowledgement letter has not gone out yet.
Monthly Board Meetings
December 8 Presentation Issues - The committee discussed the presentation, which was on the Focused Feasibility Study/Proposed Plan for Zone 1 at ETTP. Ms. Halsey said the document is being prepared in preparation for a final record of decision and will impact a lot of things at ETTP, including modification of some land use requirements and shifting of remediation or demolition of some buildings into the Zone 2 record of decision. The document should be out this spring. Ms. Halsey asked if the Executive Committee wants to assign the issue to a committee. Mr. Bonner asked if a public meeting will be held on it. Ms. Halsey said if it’s requested. It was agreed that the issue will be put on the EM committee’s work plan. 
February 9 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 1). The presentation will be on the FY 2013 DOE-Oak Ridge EM budget and prioritization. Mr. Westervelt said it will be important for the board members to see the presentation ahead of the meeting, and he asked if it can at least be emailed to members. Ms. Halsey said she would try. 
The committee reviewed a draft recommendation that will be presented at the February meeting: “Recommendation on Mitigation of Contamination in Bear Creek Burial Grounds” (Attachment 2). Mr. Murphree suggested adding “How long does it take the remedy to be implemented?” Mr. Osborne recommended changing “EM committee” to “board”. 
March 9 - The committee reviewed a list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 3). The committee agreed to request the U-233 project alternatives for March and the historic preservation reports for April. 
Mr. Bonner asked if the board was considering comment on the Assistant Secretary’s “Journey to Excellence” document. He said the board should weigh in on it or at leave have a presentation on it. Mr. Olson offered to look over the document this weekend. Mr. Juarez requested that Ms. Halsey ask Cate Brennan about whether someone can give a presentation on it. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Dixon reported that at its January meeting the committee reviewed the current ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 4). The committee made a slight modification to the FY 2012 budget request and referred the “Goals and Objectives to Address Potential Leadership and Knowledge Loss Created by the Retirement of Members in 2011” document to the Executive Committee. Mr. Dixon was elected FY 2011 committee chair. 
EM Budget & Prioritization - Mr. Olson reported that at its January 6 meeting the committee heard from Dave Adler about a new Excel spreadsheet program for creating EM cleanup scheduling scenarios. Mr. Adler is developing a number of scenarios for the committee to discuss. The committee is expecting about 10 scenarios to compare. Mr. Murphree said he hopes to see the draft scenarios before the February board meeting. Mr. Olson is not sure when the committee will meet again.
EM - Mr. Olson reported that at its January meeting the committee heard a presentation on the Molten Salt Reactor and on disposition options for the radioactive salts. The committee is awaiting further information before considering a recommendation on the topic.
Public Outreach - Ms. Jones reported that the committee met by teleconference in January and discussed a variety of topics: the 6-month planning calendar, a meeting with Knoxville News Sentinel reporter Frank Munger, and educational outreach at the American Museum of Science and Energy. David Martin said he’s planning to meet with the new Roane County mayor soon, and when he does he will talk about arranging an ORSSAB presentation for the mayor and his staff, and perhaps to the Roane County Environmental Review Board.
Stewardship - Mr. Bonner reported that at its January meeting the committee met with Tish O’Conor, who is the new Headquarters EM Program point of contact for long-term stewardship issues. Mr. Bonner said she is an excellent choice for the post. They discussed Oak Ridge issues, and she talked about how she integrates long-term stewardship across other DOE offices. With Sondra Sarten’s departure from the board, the committee is still in need of a vice chair. 
Other Business
Board Work Plan - The committee reviewed the FY 2011 ORSSAB Work Plan (Attachment 5). Ms. Halsey remarked that the EM Budget & Prioritization Committee is shown as an ad hoc committee and should be listed as a standing committee, and she would like for the committee to list at least one goal. Mr. Bonner said it was his understanding that it was to be a standing committee. Mr. Juarez recommended it be an ad hoc until a scope of work is defined and then determine if it needs to be ad hoc or standing. Mr. Dixon agreed, saying that it’s a decision for the EM Budget & Prioritization Committee to make. 
Mr. Juarez said that budget is a full-time business, with a lot of variables to be understood. Ms. Halsey said that prioritization is the main goal for the committee, rather than going through budget figures. Mr. Murphree said he thought that there’s more than enough work for the committee for it to be a standing committee. Ms. Halsey mentioned that John Eschenberg has contracted with the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation to prioritize DOE-Oak Ridge EM projects based on risk. 
Mr. Dixon asked if the committee will need budget in 2012 for technical advice or a public meeting. Mr. Murphree said probably not—the board can fund public meetings. 

Mr. Juarez moved that the Executive Committee authorize the establishment of a standing EM Budget & Prioritization Committee. Mr. Dixon seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 
FY 2012 ORSSAB Budget Request - The committee approved the FY 2012 ORSSAB budget request, as amended by the Board Finance & Process Committee (Attachment 6). 
Request for Travel - The committee approved a request from Steve Dixon for travel to the Waste Management 2011 Symposium, Feb. 27 – Mar. 3, in Phoenix, Arizona (Attachment 7). 

Goals and Objectives to Address Potential Leadership and Knowledge Loss Created by the Retirement of Members in 2011 The committee discussed a draft goals and objectives document prepared by staff (Attachment 8). Mr. Murphree suggested adding comments made at the Board Finance & Process Committee meeting regarding a briefing on other SSABs and sites, and information on what the ORSSAB committees do. Mr. Juarez suggested creating a matrix of members, who is retiring from their positions of leadership, when members roll off the board, etc. He asked staff to send it to Executive Committee members for review. Mr. Murphree asked staff to add the topic to the February Executive Committee agenda. 
Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Executive Committee Meeting

Request for Travel - On January 14 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence on a request from John Coffman for travel to the Waste Management 2011 Symposium, Feb. 27 – Mar. 3, in Phoenix, Arizona (Attachment 9). Concurrence was received from Mr. Bonner, Mr. Dixon, Mr. Olson, and Mr. Westervelt on January 14, and from Mr. Murphree on January 17. 
Action Items
Open
1.
Staff will put the Focused Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan for Zone 1 at ETTP on the EM committee’s work plan.
2.
Ms. Halsey will try to make sure that the February meeting presentation is emailed to members ahead of the meeting.

3.
Ms. Halsey will ask Cate Brennan about whether someone can give a presentation on the Assistant Secretary’s “Journey to Excellence” document. 
4.
Staff will amend the FY 2012 ORSSAB work plan to note the EM Budget & Prioritization Committee as a standing committee and will include the committee’s work plan in the board work plan document.

5.
Staff will add comments made at the January Board Finance & Process Committee meeting to the “Goals and Objectives to Address Potential Leadership and Knowledge Loss Created by the Retirement of Members in 2011.”

6.
Staff will address Mr. Juarez’ request to create a matrix of members, who is retiring from their positions of leadership, when members roll off the board, etc., and send it to Executive Committee members for review. 
7.
Staff will add the “Goals and Objectives” document to the February Executive Committee agenda.
8.
Staff will assist Mr. Murphree in putting together a recommendation on streamlining the waste characterization process. In progress
9.
Staff, Ms. Halsey, and committee chairs will establish technical assistance needs for each committee. Carryover from October 2010
10.
Ms. Halsey will write an email to committee chairs regarding the focus of committee reports made at the monthly board meetings after the new board year begins in October. Carryover from June 2010
Closed
1.
Ms. Halsey will look into providing a board presentation on the Comprehensive Oak Ridge Reservation cleanup plan. Complete. Will be part of the February board presentation
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Next meeting
Thursday, February 24, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (9). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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