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Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Murphree said he participated in a chairs conference call last week, and there were a lot of positive comments on the Oak Ridge chairs meeting. An agenda for the long-term surveillance and maintenance conference in Grand Junction has not been set yet, but organizers have said a roundtable discussion will be part of the agenda. Environmental Management (EM) Headquarters wants only one person from the EM SSAB to participate in the roundtable. Mr. Murphree said he volunteered someone from ORSSAB, but other boards volunteered members as well. So it’s uncertain at this point whether an ORSSAB member will be asked to participate or not. Mr. Murphree said he also thought that a decision on what four ORSSAB members will go to conference should be made soon. Mr. Bonner said at least three public members of the Stewardship Committee have already said they want to go. 
Mr. Westervelt said he’s concerned about the state of the EM program after the end of stimulus program money because there are already problems with the regulators about milestones. Ms. Halsey said the EM committee had a discussion about that subject at their meeting this month. The September 2011 deadline will not apply to “buyback” projects, which will extend out to 2013 or 2014. 
Ms. Halsey reported that the excess material removal report, which the regulators fined DOE in the neighborhood of $3M for missing, is still a problem. DOE is trying to get the regulators to bring that figure down, but little progress is being made, partly because there is a recent, similar problem with the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP) ponds completion report DOE submitted. When Nashville flooded in early May, TVA stopped releasing water from some reservoirs, raising the level of the Clinch River, and undesirable fish species have reentered the ponds. The reintroduction of the undesirable fish species would not have happened if the fence in place to prevent fish from reentering from the river had not been damaged by a log or the river had not been raised because of the flooding in Nashville. DOE had to shock the fish to screen out the undesirable fish and the regulatory parties have threatened to levy fines again. 
Monthly Board Meetings
May 12 - The committee discussed the May 12 presentation, which was “Cumulative Aspects of Waste Processors In and Around the Oak Ridge Reservation.” Mr. Murphree said the presentation pointed out a couple of sources of pollution he was unaware of. Mr. Westervelt agreed that it was good information but not of great use in stimulating discussion. 
June 9 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey said Norman Mulvenon has been checking with Lorene Sigal, who will be giving the meeting presentation. Her husband is having medical issues, so she may not be able to make it to the meeting. Ms. Halsey asked if Steve Stow would be willing to do his “Atoms in Appalachia, Super Science, and a Secret City” presentation. Mr. Stow said he’d be happy to, but the presentation is really not related to EM.
Mr. Westervelt suggested a presentation on the draft request for proposals (RFP) to decontaminate and decommission the major facilities at ETTP and perform other environmental cleanup work. It might be good to include someone from the city to talk about their concerns about the RFP…basically summarizing the comments from their May 24 letter to DOE. Mr. Murphree agreed, adding that the ORSSAB ad hoc committee reviewing the RFP could discuss their concerns during the presentation as well. Ms. Halsey noted that even though the official comment period is over, DOE will still value ORSSAB comments in considering the proposals they receive. She suggested that during the presentation DOE lay out the scope of the RFP and then have the city and the ORSSAB ad hoc committee give their views. 
Mr. Bonner said that if the RFP presentation cannot be arranged, a presentation on the status of the Molten Salt Reactor Experiment cleanup would be good. Mr. Olson suggested Pat Parr’s presentation on the uniqueness of the Oak Ridge Reservation.
The committee reviewed the “SSAB Chairs Recommendation on Baseline Funding Support” (Attachment 2) and agreed it should go forward to the board for consideration for approval. 
July 14 - The presentation will be either Lorene Sigal’s “Long-term Stewardship for Contaminated Areas on the Oak Ridge Reservation” or “Development of the Critical Decision 2 package for Integrated Facility Disposition Program work in FYs 2012–17.”
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Dixon reported that at its May meeting the committee reviewed the current ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 3). Costs exceeded expectations for the chairs meeting, but there are adequate funds to cover the overage with no problem. In other business, the committee authorized staff to proceed with contracting Lori Isenberg for retreat facilitation. 
EM - Mr. Olson reported that at its May meeting the committee heard an update on American Recovery and Reinvestment Act projects and a report on the spring chairs meeting. In June the committee will get updates on the Corehole 8 project and the groundwater study at ETTP.
Public Outreach – Mr. Westervelt reported that the committee met by teleconference in May and reviewed the current planning calendar. The committee reviewed sign-ups for staffing the Secret City Festival booth and elected to participate in the festival on Saturday only. The committee also discussed using a website tool called SurveyMonkey.com to transmit the ORSSAB Public Environmental Survey this year. Mr. Westervelt said he has volunteered to write the next newspaper editorial.
Stewardship – Mr. Bonner reported that in May the committee reviewed the annual Remediation Effectiveness Report. The public has until June 28 to submit comments. The committee also discussed the Grand Junction workshop and how ORSSAB can participate. In June the committee will receive an update on the DOE geographical information system. 
Other Business
MOA for Historic Preservation - The committee discussed the “Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Regarding Site Interpretation of ETTP” (Attachment 4) and a comment letter on the MOA from the National Trust for Historic Preservation (Attachment 5). Ms. Halsey said the MOA is really a draft, but for some reason DOE always addresses revisions to the MOA as correspondence to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), without “draft” in the title. Everyone who was copied on the MOA is welcome to provide comments. 
Mr. Stow said he’s no expert on MOAs, but he thinks they should be clear and direct. This one is not. And from what he can tell, there is no due date for comments. The MOA calls for a feasibility study for ettp and other parts of the reservation, but DOE has already issued the contract for the study without input from the SHPO, the public, or the consulting parties. 
Ms. Halsey explained that the reason the contract had been let without input was because it was the SHPO’s idea to do it to begin with. But it has created chaos because you really need the results of the study before issuing an MOA. DOE probably created the new (draft) MOA to keep from being without an MOA entirely, which would be a violation of Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act. 

Mr. Stow recommended ORSSAB withhold comment until the results of the study are known and in the meantime request that DOE hold a public meeting on the results when they become available. Mr. Olson suggested writing a letter to that effect. Ms. Halsey suggested Mr. Stow sign the letter since he is ORSSAB’s representative to the consulting parties meetings. Mr. Stow pointed out that Mr. Murphree is copied on DOE’s letter too, so both should sign the letter. Ms. Halsey was asked to check on what comments have been received on draft MOA so far.
Action Items
Open
1.
Ms. Halsey will check on what comments have been received on draft MOA so far.
2.
The Board Finance & Process Committee will consider adding to the ORSSAB Operating Instructions the “Recommendation to Establish a Procedure for Specially Called Public Meetings.” Pending. The recommendation will be put before the board as an Operating Instructions amendment as soon as a response to the recommendation is received from DOE
Closed
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

Next meeting
Thursday, May 27, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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