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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon

Ed Juarez, Secretary

Ron Murphree, Chair

Bob Olson

Maggie Owen

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Darryl Bonner

Kevin Westervelt, Vice Chair

	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office


Board Officer/DOE Comments
Ms. Halsey reported that she participated in a Headquarters conference call this afternoon, during which there were three topics of interest to the board:
· In addition to the monthly board meetings, committee meetings must now be posted to the Federal Register. They can be posted on a quarterly basis, and only the dates must be provided, not the agenda topics. Updates must be provided if changes are made to the meeting dates.
· Headquarters would like to have biographies of all members, and they also want biographies posted on the SSABs’ websites. Headquarters is working to change the membership application to include information about the type of biographical information they want.
· Headquarters wants us to start the process for July 1, 2010, appointments and reappointments in January. That makes contact with potential appointees difficult because we will contact them in January, but then they must wait 6 months before the appointment. 
Monthly Board Meetings
November 18 Meeting Follow-Up - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1). Mr. Murphree noted that Connie Jones said EPA received a letter from a Scarboro resident regarding environmental justice issues and that a response to the letter was expected from EPA in November. He asked Ms. Halsey to request that Ms. Jones to bring a copy of the response letter to the December board meeting.
Mr. Murphree asked if the revised fact sheet for the explanation of significant differences for the record of decision for CERCLA waste had been issued. Ms. Halsey said it will be out very soon.

December 9 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). Ms. Halsey said that Sid Garland will make the presentation. Mr. Osborne reported that he has not heard back from Steve McCracken about whether he can attend the meeting to receive his service award. 
January 13 - The committee reviewed a list of topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 3). Mr. Murphree said he thought that the cumulative environmental impact of waste processors in and around the Oak Ridge Reservation might be a good topic. Although many of the processors may fall outside Environmental Management (EM) program purview, some are EM related, making this an issue within ORSSAB’s scope. For instance, because the Toxic Substances Control Act Incinerator has shut down, wastes once destined for the incinerator will likely be process by contractors in the area. Also, DOE-pedigreed wastes will be coming in from South Carolina. 
Ms. Halsey said that while the commercial end of waste processing is outside ORSSAB’s scope, it is an important subject. EPA is probably the organization overseeing it. 
Mr. Olson said that much waste processing is taking place under Nuclear Regulatory Commission authority, and he wondered if DOE and the commission review cumulative waste processing effects together. Ms. Halsey said no. Mr. Olson said that it then has to be EPA’s job. Mr. Olson said he would like to hear a board presentation from EPA on this topic, and he suggested that a request be sent to them. Staff was asked to generate the letter and send it to the committee for review. Ms. Halsey suggested giving EPA until May to give the presentation to allow them time to gather information. 
Ms. Owen said that at the November Public Outreach Committee meeting Darrell Akins suggested the board schedule a presentation on the technicium-99 issue at K-25. 
The Executive Committee agreed and scheduled it for the January 13 board meeting. Questions to be addressed during the presentation include: Why is it so hard to get rid of? What is the history of its use at K-25? What are the proposals for dealing with it? What are disposal options? Mr. Olson said he would also like to know what happened to neptunium as a contaminant of concern. 

Mr. Murphree suggested that Ms. Owen be the issue manager for the presentation or ask Mr. Akins to do it. 
Mr. Osborne added that Mr. Akins expressed an interest in having Eric Abelquist, who is the Executive Vice President of Oak Ridge Associated Universities, provide some perspective.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Dixon reported that at its November meeting the committee reviewed the current ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 4). The ORSSAB committees will need to generate their FY 2011 budget requests in December. 
Environmental Management – Mr. Olson reported that at the November committee meeting was canceled. In December the committee will discuss sequencing of remaining scope for the Integrated Facilities Disposition Program, chromium discharges into Mitchell Branch, and the Dick Ketelle report on Melton Valley. The committee may delete or postpone the chromium topic since it will be discussed at the December 9 board meeting. Ms. Halsey said the Engineering Evaluation/Cost Assessment for Mitchell Branch comes out in January, so comments will need to be developed. The EM committee might want to discuss it in December after all. 
Mr. Olson observed that the Powerhouse Duct Bank issue given to the EM committee has no path forward for the committee to comment on. He’d like to not worry about it till some plans are formulated. Ms. Halsey said a lack of funding is the problem, but some planning needs to be done now. There’s a milestone in August to complete all work in Zone 1, but the ducts will inhibit milestone completion. She thought the committee should look into it now. 
Public Outreach – Ms. Owen reported that at its November teleconference the committee discussed the December 10 Health Physics Society vendor’s meeting. The committee discussed the “Basic Process for Special ORSSAB Public Meetings” and the 2009 annual report. The committee has completed updates to the Stakeholder Survey and is changing the name to “Public Environmental Survey” since the word “stakeholder” may hold little meaning for many people. 
Mr. Osborne reported that much progress has been made recently on a new kiosk for the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy. The board’s new support contractor has offered to look into which touch-screen monitors and CPUs to purchase for the kiosk. Mr. Osborne also met with museum staff to discuss constructing the kiosk, and he will meet with the DOE Graphics Department this week to discuss designing the photo mural that will wrap around the outside of the structure. 
Other Business
Date of the December Executive Committee Meeting – The committee elected to hold its December meeting on January 5. 
Process for Calling Special Public Meetings - The committee reviewed the “Basic Process for Special ORSSAB Public Meetings” document (Attachment 5) prepared by Steve Mead, Darrell Akins, and Steve Stow. It was developed to address a concern raised at the August retreat that ORSSAB should play an active role in calling public meetings when special instances arise related to the EM program, such as the strontium-90 spill on Highway 95 in May 2004. 

Mr. Osborne noted that the Public Outreach Committee is gathering board member comments, and when the document is final it will come before the board as a recommendation. 

Mr. Murphree remarked that he didn’t see anything in the process about the Federal Register notice, and he wondered if special meetings would fall into notice requirements. Ms. Halsey said there are provisions for emergency situations, but she’s not sure. She offered to check. 
Mr. Murphree also noted that Item 3, “Obtain DOE EM concurrence,” is too broad. Ms. Halsey said it should be changed to “Obtain Deputy Designated Federal Officer concurrence.” 
Mr. Olson remarked on what an excellent job the document authors had done, although he noted that Item 4 was too broad as well. He recommended that staff relay comments made at the meeting to Mr. Mead.
Action Items
Open
1.
Ms. Halsey will ask Ms. Jones to bring a copy of the environmental justice response letter to the December board meeting.
2.
Staff will write a letter to EPA requesting that they give a presentation at the May 2010 board meeting on the cumulative environmental impact of waste processors in and around the Oak Ridge Reservation.

3.
Ms. Halsey will check on whether Federal Register notice is required for special meetings. Complete: Special called meetings can be advertised in local papers only and do not need to be posted in Federal Register if the meeting is local in nature
4.
Staff will relay comments made on the “Basic Process for Special ORSSAB Public Meetings” to Steve Mead.

5.
The EM committee will go through the Abbreviated Quarterly Project Review for presentation topics. 

6.
In planning the 2010 retreat, the retreat planning committee will consider Mr. Murphree’s suggestion to ask members to commit to committee membership and assign issue managers. 

7.
Ms. Halsey will provide Mr. Coffman with information about DOE grants and discuss the Mike Kupinski Foundation presentation with the Stewardship Committee. Carryover item
Closed
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

Next meeting
Tuesday, January 5, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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