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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 29, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon

Ron Murphree, Chair

Maggie Owen

Kevin Westervelt, Vice Chair
AbsentADVANCE \d4
Darryl Bonner

Ed Juarez, Secretary

Bob Olson


	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office


Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Murphree reported that he received a letter today regarding historic preservation activities at the K-25 building [“Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Regarding Site Interpretation of East Tennessee Technology Park on the Oak Ridge Reservation, Roane County, Tennessee”]. Ms. Halsey said the purpose of the letter is to transmit a draft revised MOA containing DOE’s proposal to amend the MOA that’s currently in place. A meeting of the consulting parties to the MOA will be held November 19 to discuss the draft revision.
Mr. Murphree observed that the intergovernmental meeting with DOE last week seemed very different from last year’s meeting. Ms. Owen agreed, saying that this one was more interactive, and there was a lot of discussion with the Assistant Secretary of Energy. Mr. Murphree said that DOE’s focus seems to be on tank waste, with little interest devoted to D&D. Footprint reduction received a lot of attention, as did the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA). Not much was said about what happens after ARRA funding runs out. The TSCA Incinerator and ramping up transuranic waste shipments to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant were mentioned. 
Mr. Murphree said that Amy Fitzgerald from the City of Oak Ridge asked a question during the meeting about the EM Waste Management Facility Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD). She was concerned that the ESD process may not allow for adequate public involvement. Mr. Murphree said he was surprised by her lack of knowledge about the issue, and he showed her the draft fact sheet that ORSSAB had made a recommendation on at its October meeting. 
Mr. Murphree asked if the board needs to do more to strengthen its relationship to the city. Ms. Halsey said that the city is always solicited to apply for a membership on the board, but they never have. 
Mr. Murphree said that ARRA funding for K-27 was discussed offline at the meeting. He asked EM’s ARRA director about K-27, and she said ARRA funding at the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP) will remain at ETTP, but it be dedicated to some activity other than K-27 because of performance issues.
Ms. Halsey said that after ARRA funding was awarded to Bechtel Jacobs to prepare K-27 for demolition, they found that there was much more work to be done in the building that previously believed. Therefore, they could not achieve the identified ARRA scope, and the money was shifted elsewhere. She doesn’t know exactly what projects will be addressed with the money yet. 
Mr. Westervelt said that all of the footprint reduction under ARRA recently started and continuing through 2011 represents more total area of building under roof than the K-27 buildings, and it is divided up into many unique building construction types and sizes. Therefore, safety challenges may be even more intense than was the case with K‑25/27 project at ETTP since that structure was comprised of repetitive bays of construction types.
Ms. Halsey reminded the committee that their next meeting will be December 1.
Monthly Board Meetings
October 14 Meeting Follow-Up - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1). 

November 18 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). Ms. Halsey said that she was unable to secure the requested mercury presentation because of changes in strategy that may result from discussions at a recent mercury summit. In its stead will be a presentation on the history and status of the White Oak dams in Melton Valley. She hopes to have the mercury presentation in December. 
Mr. Westervelt asked that Ms. Halsey email the presentation to board members if it cannot be provided in meeting packets.
Mr. Murphree asked Mr. Dixon to provide a report to the board on the status of the Chairs Meeting Subcommittee during the Board Finance & Process Committee report.
December 9 - The committee reviewed a list of topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 3) in the event the mercury presentation is not available. The committee selected the Mitchell Branch collection system. 

Mr. Dixon suggested that more topics for the presentations list be mined from the Abbreviated Quarterly Project Review (AQPR). Ms. Halsey said one of the issues brought out by the current review is the Powerhouse Duct Bank at ETTP. She thought it might make a good presentation for the EM committee, but it might be good as a board presentation as well. Mr. Murphree recommended the Duct Bank presentation go to the EM committee. Mr. Dixon suggested the EM committee mine the AQPR for other topics.
Mr. Westervelt suggested that issues brought forth at the retreat (such as the Molten Salt Reactor Experiment and Building 3019) might make good topics for board presentations. Staff was asked to add them to the presentations list. 

Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Dixon reported that at its October meeting the committee reviewed the current ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 4) and the ending FY 2009 report (Attachment 5). The committee also reviewed the AQPR and is looking into establishing the em budget review process for this year.
Public Outreach – Ms. Owen reported that at its October meeting the committee discussed upcoming presentations, the next of which is to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. The committee agreed to have a booth again this year at the Health Physics Society Vendor’s Meeting. The committee also reviewed the draft FY 2009 annual report plan and schedule, debated revisions to the Stakeholder Survey, and talked about the intergovernmental meeting with DOE last week in New Orleans. Steve Stow, Darryl Akins, and Steve Mead are meeting Friday to develop a strategy for calling special meetings when issues/crises come up.
Mr. Westervelt mentioned that the committee also discussed educational outreach. A suggestion was made at the meeting that the committee contact the American Museum of Science and Energy about including information related to environmental cleanup in their educational outreach efforts. Mr. Westervelt wondered if that was the board’s role or DOE’s. Ms. Halsey suggested the committee consider making a recommendation to DOE that provides some ideas and plans for DOE in conducting educational outreach rather than doing the outreach themselves. She asked the committee to do some brainstorming on the topic. 
Stewardship – Ms. Halsey reported that at its October meeting the committee reviewed the Stewardship Implementation Plan prepared by Sid Garland. The plan lays out the expectations and roles for stewardship at the Oak Ridge Reservation. In November the committee will discuss the National Priorities List site boundary process.
Other Business
LOC Letters – The committee reviewed two letters from the Local Oversight Committee (LOC): “Regulators’ Reports at ORSSAB Meetings” and “Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD) for the CERCLA Waste Cell Record of Decision” (Attachments 6 and 7). 
Mr. Dixon asked what has suddenly prompted letters from the LOC. Ms. Halsey said she is unaware of any particular driver, other than perhaps ORSSAB gets more attention from DOE than the LOC does. 
Mr. Murphree said that the substance of the second letter was answered in ORSSAB’s ESD fact sheet recommendation. 
Regarding the first letter, Ms. Halsey said the regulators will be most comfortable with board members asking them questions about issues rather than the regulators bringing up topics on their own. Mr. Murphree pointed out that DOE is the lead agency for cleanup and is therefore the responsible party, not the state and EPA, so ORSSAB cannot require them to do anything. The committee agreed to invite LOC members to attend board meetings and ask questions. 
Staff was asked to draft response letters for Mr. Murphree’s signature. 
McCracken Gift - The committee discussed how to acknowledge Steve McCracken’s service to the board as the Deputy Designated Federal Officer for the past six years. The committee agreed to provide him with a clock or other gift of appreciation. Staff was asked to send ideas to the committee and schedule the presentation for the December 9 board meeting. 

Presentations at Committee Meetings - Mr. Dixon remarked that he would find it helpful to be notified of what topics the ORSSAB committees will be hearing about each month. Mr. Osborne said he would arrange for staff to post the committee meeting dates and presentations on the projector screen during the “Committee Reports” section of monthly board meetings. 
Mr. Westervelt said it would be good if a way could be found to encourage members to attend meetings of committees they are not member of, as a way of learning more about what the other committees are doing. More joint committee meetings might also be useful. 
Mr. Murphree commented that at the next retreat he would like to ask members to commit to committee membership and assign issue managers.
Action Item Status 

Action: – Ms. Halsey will provide John Coffman with information about DOE grants and discuss the Mike Kupinski Foundation presentation with the Stewardship Committee. Status: open – Ms. Halsey said that DOE has a grant with an organization in the Clinton area that runs relevant programs, so there may be some connection there. 
Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Committee Meeting
Requests for Travel - On October 16 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence on a request from Gloria Mei for travel to the Perma-Fix Mixed and Low-Level Waste Management Forum, Dec. 7–10, in Nashville (Attachment 8). Concurrence was received from Mr. Juarez, Mr. Murphree, and Ms. Owen on October 16; from Mr. Dixon and Mr. Olson on October 19; and from Mr. Westervelt on October 20. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Action Items
Open
1.
Ms. Halsey will email the November board presentation to members if it cannot be provided in the meeting packets. 

2.
Mr. Dixon will provide a report on the status of the Chairs Meeting Subcommittee during the November 18 board meeting. 

3.
The EM committee will discuss the Powerhouse Duct Bank issue. 
4.
The EM committee will go through the AQPR for presentation topics. 

5.
Staff will add issues brought forth at the retreat to the presentations list.
6.
The Public Outreach Committee will do some brainstorming on educational outreach and consider making a recommendation that provides ideas and plans for DOE to implement.
7.
Staff will draft responses to the LOC letters.

8.
Staff will send gift ideas for Steve McCracken to the committee and schedule the presentation for the December 9 board meeting.

9.
Staff will post the monthly committee meeting dates and presentations on the projector screen during the “Committee Reports” section of monthly board meetings.

10.
The retreat planning committee will consider Mr. Murphree’s suggestion to ask members to commit to committee membership and assign issue managers.
11.
Ms. Halsey will provide Mr. Coffman with information about DOE grants and discuss the Mike Kupinski Foundation presentation with the Stewardship Committee. Carryover item
Closed
1.
Ms. Halsey will arrange a presentation on the two White Oak dams.
Next meeting
Thursday, December 1, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (8). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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