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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt

	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
John Coffman, Secretary

Ron Murphree




Board Officer/DOE Comments
Ms. Halsey reported that the Stewardship Committee is developing a stewardship workshop, and the Stewardship Video Subcommittee has refocused their mission to help plan it. The subcommittee asks that during the upcoming SSAB chairs call that the other SSABs be informed that the workshop is being planned.
Ms. Halsey said work is proceeding to incorporate Integrated Facility Disposition Program scope into the Federal Facility Agreement. A response to comments received on the modification proposal should be issued before the May ORSSAB meeting. 

Mr. Dixon asked Ms. Halsey about recent news items regarding White Oak Dam and how the dam fits into the EM priority list, given that groundwater is supposedly at the top of the list. Ms. Halsey said that groundwater is at the top, but only for two sites: Paducah and Hanford. Mr. Dixon said this might be something for further investigation by the board or the EM committee. Ms. Halsey offered to get someone from DOE to talk to the board about the dam. 
Mr. Dixon asked if a response had been received from Johnny Moore regarding the mercury presentation. Ms. Halsey said she would check into it. Mr. Lundy said he understood that someone is giving a presentation on mercury sometime in the near future at the Y-12 New Hope Center. Staff was asked to contact New Hope to find out who and when. Ms. Halsey added that doe is working on a new strategy for mercury remediation. A presentation on the strategy should be available to the board in September. 
Mr. Osborne said that he spoke with Steve Stow today regarding whether Mr. Stow would be well enough to attend the May 5–6 consulting parties meetings on historic preservation. Mr. Stow is planning to attend. 
Monthly Board Meetings
Review of April 8 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1). 
May 13 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). The presentation will focus on details of American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA)–funded DOE-Oak Ridge EM program projects, including the specific scopes of work. Ms. Halsey said Oak Ridge has received its ARRA funding, but the money has not yet been transferred from the Oak Ridge operations office to EM. Mr. Westervelt asked that the presentation include a project-by-project summary sheet. 
June 10 - The committee reviewed the list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 3). The presentation will be on the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation (CRESP). Mr. Lundy said that when he travels to Nashville in two weeks he will try to get in touch with David Kosson, who is one of the two principal investigators for CRESP, about the scope of the presentation. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its April meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 4). Costs are running slightly under budget. Travel was discussed at the meeting, and there should be no problem funding upcoming opportunities. Mr. Juarez asked if the Stewardship Committee is pursuing travel to the environmental justice conference this May in Arlington, Virginia. It’s on the Labor Day weekend, though, so that may be a problem. Staff was asked to email board members regarding upcoming travel opportunities. Staff was also asked to put together a comprehensive list of travel opportunities for the Board Finance & Process Committee’s use.
EM - No report.
Public Outreach - Mr. Westervelt reported that at its April teleconference the committee discussed upcoming presentations and planning for the April 25 Oak Ridge Earth Day festival. 

Mr. Westervelt said that he and staff met with Clinton Courier News Editor Ron Bridgeman on Wednesday. Mr. Bridgeman said he does almost no coverage of SSAB/EM issues, even when we submit news releases, because he doesn’t perceive that his readers are interested in the topic, he doesn’t have reporters knowledgeable about the issues to even look into what’s going on with  EM and the SSAB, and he typically lacks space in the paper to devote to it.  He is open to publishing guest editorials, though, and recommended that they be geared toward his readership. Groundwater, for instance, is not an issue for his readers, but air pollution is because some companies have a hard time getting permits because of EPA limits on air pollution. Mr. Westervelt said he will begin drafting an editorial and get input from Mr. Dixon and others. 
Mr. Dixon remarked that he has never heard a presentation regarding air pollution issues in Oak Ridge. He said that Oak Ridge is in an EPA “non-attainment” area because of its proximity to the Smoky Mountains, TVA activities, highways, etc., and that makes it difficult for industries to get permits. Ms. Halsey was asked to look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region.
Mr. Westervelt said that the Public Outreach Committee has been revamping the Stakeholder Survey to make it more user friendly. In May the committee will discuss the survey distribution strategy to see if more surveys can be distributed in a cost-effective manner.

Mr. Westervelt said that he and Darrell Akins met with staff at the American Museum of Science and Energy on April 8 to talk about possible upgrades to ORSSAB’s exhibit. The upgrades will focus on two areas: (1) replacing the EM poster with a free-standing kiosk that incorporates interactive features and addresses EM’s ARRA activities, and (2) creating a new display on K-25 historic preservation.
Mr. Westervelt also mentioned that with Steve Stow in recovery from his fall and Bill Bass’ schedule curtailed by his change to full-time employment status, the Public Outreach Committee needs help making presentations. Mr. Westervelt said he will appeal to the board for help with presentations or for members to join the committee. 
Ms. Halsey said some DOE sites are uncomfortable with having SSAB members giving presentations without a federal representative present. DOE-Oak Ridge takes the opposite view, though, believing that since ORSSAB is an independent body, members should be able to speak with the public as they like. 
Stewardship - Ms. Sarten reported that in April the committee heard a presentation on the 2008 Remediation Effectiveness Report. Comments on the report are due June 29. In May the committee will discuss planning for the stewardship workshop. Ms. Sarten suggested that the Public Outreach Committee consider participating in workshop planning since outreach for the event will be important.
Other Business
Evaluation of DOE Response to the Board’s Request for Access to the Quarterly Project Reviews (QPRs) - Mr. Juarez said that in March the Board Finance & Process Committee reviewed DOE’s written response to the chairs recommendation that QPRs be shared with the SSABs. The response states that the QPRs contain sensitive information and are therefore inappropriate for release. At the April 8 board meeting, Dave Adler added that he felt the board was getting QPR-type information on progress and budgets of major projects at board and committee meetings. He suggested that if the board wanted QPR data, it should identify the information it is interested in receiving. DOE would have the option of agreeing to provide it or not.

The Executive Committee discussed the issue and agreed to have the Board Finance & Process Committee write a recommendation that the qprs be provided without any proprietary business sensitive information. Ms. Halsey offered to come up with a summary of the types of information that would be of interest to the board. After the Board Finance & Process Committee reviews Ms. Halsey’s summary, the committee will draft a recommendation for board approval. 
Orientation for New Student Representatives - The committee reviewed the orientation agenda (Attachment 5). Mr. Dixon, Mr. Juarez, and Mr. Lundy volunteered to participate.
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
Action Items

Closed
1.
Ms. Halsey will provide the Board Finance & Process Committee with a summary of the types of QPR information that would be of interest to the board. 
Open
1.
Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam.
2.
Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation.

3.
Ms. Halsey will see to it that the May 13 ARRA board presentation includes a project-by-project summary sheet.
4.
Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA.

5.
Staff will find out who is giving a presentation on mercury at the Y-12 New Hope Center and when.
6.
Staff will email board members regarding upcoming travel opportunities. 
7.
Staff will put together a comprehensive list of travel opportunities for the Board Finance & Process Committee’s use.
8.
The Board Finance & Process Committee will review Ms. Halsey’s summary and draft a QPR recommendation for board approval.
Next meeting
Thursday, May 28, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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