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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 26, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	John Coffman, Secretary

Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree

Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt

	Darryl Bonner, ORSSAB

Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 
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Board Officer/DOE Comments
Ms. Halsey remarked that DOE-Oak Ridge has been notified that it will receive a portion of the stimulus funding. 
Monthly Board Meetings
Review of February 11 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1). Mr. Bonner asked if Cate Brennan had anything important to say during her visit with board members before the February board meeting. Ms. Halsey said that two things came out of Ms. Brennan’s visit. One was Ms. Brennan’s concern about DOE-Oak Ridge not responding to ORSSAB recommendations quickly enough. The other was the recent letter the board addressed to the lead of the DOE transition team. The letter should have been sent to Ines Triay, the Acting Assistant Secretary of Energy for EM. There may also be recommendations being sent to Steve McCracken that should go to Headquarters as well. 
Mr. Bonner discussed Attachment 2, “Recommendations on National Historic Preservation Act Implementation at DOE-Oak Ridge and the Sect. 106 Process Presentation of September 10, 2008,” which was tabled at the February 11 board meeting. Mr. Dixon asked how Mr. Bonner intended to proceed with the recommendation. Mr. Bonner suggested that the first bullet be lifted out and presented to the board. The other points will require addition information from DOE personnel, and he is not sure what insights could be provided. He is also unsure if the board wants a primer on cultural resource plans. These issues might be best addressed at the committee level. 
Mr. Bonner said he will revise the recommendation to focus solely on the first bullet and get it to the Executive Committee for review. He will take the other bullets back to the Stewardship Committee.
March 11 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 3). The meeting presentation will feature an overview of the EM budget and prioritization. Mr. Lundy asked that the “Notebook Memos and Reports” section be dropped from the agenda permanently. The committee concurred. 
Ms. Halsey asked to move the “Review of Outstanding Responses to Recommendations and Comments” to just before the “Additions/Approval of Agenda.” The committee concurred. 

Mr. Bonner asked that the chairs meeting issues be added to the agenda. Ms. Halsey recommended it be added as an item under the Executive Committee report. 
April 8 - The committee reviewed the list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 4). Ms. Halsey said the currently scheduled presentation on the Bear Creek Burial Grounds Proposed Plan will have to be delayed. In its stead, the committee elected to have a presentation on the transuranic waste program. 
Mr. Dixon asked about the status of the mercury presentation. Ms. Halsey said Steve McCracken would not be willing to bypass the director of the Office of Science, Johnny Moore, about it. Mr. Dixon suggested the committee write a letter to Mr. Moore. The committee concurred. Staff was asked to draft the letter.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its February meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 5) and the Independent Government Estimate of the ORSSAB FY 2010 budget request. The committee will get feedback on whether the revised budget will be accepted by DOE Headquarters in the June/July timeframe. 
The committee also discussed the board’s annual planning retreat. Last year’s location, Whitestone Country Inn, is not available this year, but two other venues have been suggested: Dancing Bear Lodge in Townsend and RT Lodge in Maryville. Maggie Owen is being asked to work on the location and try to get a place secured by mid-April. 

Ms. Halsey said she is going through the process of obtaining a new 8a contractor for the ORSSAB support office. She can stipulate that the new contractor keep current full-time staff, but she cannot do that for part-time staff (e.g., the board’s facilitator). Ms. Halsey has become aware of two other local facilitators who may be able to work with the board in facilitating the retreats and next spring’s SSAB chairs meeting (which will be held here). The new contractor will consider the support for this position once a new contract is in place. Ms. Halsey distributed a draft statement of scope for the Board Finance & Process committee to review and will work with them in identifying who the board will be using. 
Mr. Bonner asked if training for the facilitator can be arranged. Ms. Halsey said it may be possible through the Bechtel Jacobs contract if needed for other public meeting opportunities. 
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that in February the committee held a joint meeting with the Stewardship Committee to hear about groundwater exit pathways. The committees learned that DOE has begun supplying water to well users across the Clinch River. This is being done not out of concern about the well water but so DOE can get access to the wells for sampling purposes. The EM committee has requested information about the hydrofracture wells sampling. The committee’s next meeting will focus on the FY 2011 DOE-Oak Ridge EM budget request. All board members will be invited to attend.
Public Outreach - Mr. Westervelt said that at its February meeting the committee discussed upcoming presentations and debriefed from meetings with Oak Ridge Observer Editor Stan Mitchell and Oak Ridge Mayor Tom Beehan. Mr. Westervelt said he would like to follow up on a suggestion by Mr. Mitchell for an op‑ed piece in the Observer by the ORSSAB chair. Mr. Westervelt said he will talk to Steve Dixon about the idea. The meeting with the mayor resulted in an invitation to the board to give a presentation to the Oak Ridge City Council on March 9. The committee’s next media target is the Clinton Courier. 
In other business, the committee:

· approved the editorial plan for the April edition of the Advocate newsletter, 
· began planning for the April 25 Oak Ridge Earth Day festival,
· generated issues for the upcoming chairs meeting, and
· made progress on revisions to the Stakeholder Survey. 
Mr. Coffman mentioned that he will fill in for Lance Mezga, who is giving a presentation at the upcoming Waste Management conference. 

Stewardship - Ms. Sarten agreed with Mr. Murphree that the joint February meeting was highly informative. In March the Stewardship Committee will hold a teleconference with Dr. Vincent Adams, who is the director of the DOE Office of Groundwater and Soil Remediation and the long-term stewardship liaison for DOE to the Office of EM. Mr. Bonner added that the Stewardship Video Subcommittee met February 13 and revised the scope of the video. 

Other Business
Chairs Letters - The committee reviewed a draft letter from the EM SSAB chairs to EM-1 (Attachment 6). The letter was composed by the Hanford board and will be presented for signature by the chairs of the eight SSABs at the upcoming meeting in Augusta. 

The committee also reviewed a draft letter to EM-1 regarding the budget process that will be presented by ORSSAB representatives for signature at the chairs meeting (Attachment 7). Mr. Lundy suggested rewording the first three paragraphs of the letter. Mr. Dixon asked him to do so and then circulate the letter for review. 
Chairs Meeting Issues and Accomplishment - The committee reviewed a compilation of the top three issues and top board accomplishment generated by the ORSSAB committees (Attachment 8). The following items were selected:
Issues:

1.
Reestablishing national EM priorities with consideration of public involvement and higher prioritization of risk reduction through D&D

2.
Surveillance and maintenance of buildings that may have possible historical significance
3.
Stewardship at ongoing mission sites—locally and across the DOE complex
Accomplishment:

1.
Support for the Integrated Facility Disposition Program and the consequent Federal Facility Agreement modification
ORSSAB FY 2010 Budget Request - Ms. Halsey reviewed the Independent Government Estimate of the ORSSAB FY 2010 budget request (Attachment 9). Her changes to what ORSSAB requested are follows:

· Travel was reduced $10,800 to bring the request more in line with what’s projected for use in FY 2009.

· Technical advisor funding for the Executive Committee was halved since the committee has never used the funding in the past. Technical advisor funding for the EM Committee was halved because only one major cleanup decision will be made that would require technical assistance.

· Support office funding was increased by 6%, which is the typical escalation. 

· Stewardship video funding was zeroed out because Ms. Halsey has no indication that the Stewardship Committee has a grasp on what it expects to achieve with the $40,000 the video will cost. In addition, she believes that the committee doesn’t really have a comprehensive understanding of stewardship issues, since only four of the current twenty ORSSAB members sit on the committee, and they may not have much knowledge of the historical issues involved. Ms. Halsey said she recommends a training workshop for the board before going forward with such an expensive undertaking. Funding for the training could come from the Executive Committee’s technical advisor funding. She would like to include DOE-Headquarters liaison Vince Adams and Oak Ridge’s Ralph Skinner, plus some of the local members of the public that have worked on stewardship over the years. 

Mr. Murphree said he would like to tweak the Environmental Management Committee’s portion of the request by cutting $1,000 from the committee’s request for a public meeting and adding it to the technical advisor funding. 

Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Committee Meeting
Requests for Travel - On February 18 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence on a request from David Martin for travel to the TDEC Solid/Hazardous Waste Conference and Exhibition in Gatlinburg, April 29–May 1 (Attachment 10). Concurrence was received from all members on February 18. 
On February 20 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence on a request from Darryl Bonner for travel to the EM SSAB Chairs Meeting, March 17–19, in Augusta, GA (Attachment 11). Concurrence was received from Mr. Dixon, Mr. Lundy, Ms. Sarten, and Mr. Westervelt on February 20, and from Mr. Juarez on February 21. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

Action Items

Closed
Open
1.
Mr. Bonner will revise the recommendation to focus solely on the first bullet and get it to the Executive Committee for review.
2.
Staff will write a letter to the director of the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation.
3.
Mr. Lundy will reword the first three paragraphs of the draft letter to EM-1 regarding the budget process and then circulate the letter for review. 
Next meeting
Thursday, March 26, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (11). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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