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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 20, 2008, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	John Coffman, Secretary

Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree

Sondra Sarten


	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Kevin Westervelt



Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Lundy reported that he participated in the chairs call this afternoon and that concerns had been expressed by the Nevada SSAB about the potential that the Nevada Test Site may be closed to further disposal. Ms. Halsey said that the original land withdrawal act for the site does not specify waste disposal, only weapons testing. DOE is working with the Nevada attorney general to resolve the issue. 

Ms. Halsey remarked that today, on his last day in office, Assistant Secretary Rispoli approved the CD-1 package for the Integrated Facility Disposition Project. Other DOE sites’ proposals were not approved; only Oak Ridge’s. She and Dave Adler have been working with regulators on integrating project scope into the Federal Facility Agreement. A public meeting on the project and how it will be integrated into the agreement will be held in late January or early February. She hopes that ORSSAB will help sponsor the meeting. 

Monthly Board Meetings
Review of November 12 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey asked if there were any issues from the meeting presentation that needed to be followed up on. Mr. Murphree said there were none regarding the presentation, other than the ongoing discussion the committee has been having regarding the difference between EPA and state standards for groundwater cleanup. The committee intends to write EPA asking for a formal explanation as to why the agency will not accept the state’s position. 
Mr. Dixon asked Ms. Sarten if there were any outstanding issues regarding the Stewardship Committee’s meeting with Vince Adams on November 12. Ms. Sarten said that Mr. Adams will meet with the committee again, probably in the near future, and that Mr. Lundy volunteered to be the committee’s issue manager for coordinating interaction with Mr. Adams.
December 10 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). The meeting presentation will feature a discussion of Trench 13 in Melton Valley. Mr. Murphree volunteered to serve as issue manager.
January 14 - The committee reviewed a list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 3). Ms. Halsey said that the mercury contamination report Carolyn Krause wrote some time ago and from which she would speak at the January board meeting ran into a roadblock at DOE and was never released. Ms. Halsey needs to determine if the information in the report can be released before giving the go-ahead for Ms. Krause’s presentation. Ms. Halsey said she asked DOE’s Elizabeth Phillips to review the report.
Ms. Sarten said that Bill Wilcox would like to make a presentation to the board about alternatives that the Partnership for K-25 Preservation has come up with for the K-25 building. 
Mr. Dixon recommended that the mercury contamination issue be kept as the first choice for the January presentation and that historic preservation be the backup. Ms. Sarten will be the issue manager for the historic preservation presentation if it goes forward.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its November meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 4). The committee elected to move $50,000 in FY 2008 carryover funds from the “Staff” expenditure category to the “Other” category to cover any unfunded requests during the year. 

The committee reviewed the ORSSAB yearly budget development and allocation process. Standing committees will generate requests for their FY 2010 budget needs in December and submit them to Board Finance & Process for review. In January, Board Finance & Process will finalize the entire ORSSAB FY 2010 budget request and send it to the Executive Committee for approval and submittal to DOE. Ms. Halsey will then mark up the budget request and send it back to Board Finance & Process and Executive for review. 

The committee also reviewed a request for $8,500 from the Environmental Management (EM) Committee for technical assistance in reviewing the “Focused Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan for the Bear Creek Burial Grounds.” There were questions about the statement of work, however, so the request was sent back to the EM committee for clarification.
Mr. Murphree explained that there were some errors in the original development of the work scope, which necessitated the increase in cost. Mr. Juarez said the task doesn’t start until January, so there is time to work out the issues. The Board Finance & Process Committee will move forward on it in January. 
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that at its November meeting the committee heard a presentation by Dave Adler on the Integrated Facility Disposition Project. Mr. Adler asked the board to help DOE sponsor a public meeting on the project in January. Mr. Dixon asked if the meeting would be held in conjunction with the January board meeting or separately. Ms. Halsey said DOE will not be ready for the public meeting in time for the January board meeting. Mr. Dixon asked if could be held as part of the February meeting. Mr. Coffman and Mr. Juarez recommended that it be held separately, especially since it may attract a large crowd. Ms. Halsey said DOE will pick up the costs of an offsite meeting. 
Mr. Murphree reported that he had just returned from the 2008 Intergovernmental Meeting with DOE in Snowbird, Utah. The transition to a new administration was the big discussion, and “energy independence” and “economic incentives” were the big buzzwords. If you want funding for a project you have got to tie it to those two concepts. A presentation by Christine Gelles on the DOE EM program listed groundwater and tank waste as the top priorities for EM, although EM itself is at the bottom of priorities for DOE. Surveillance and maintenance wasn’t mentioned at all. 
Mr. Murphree provided staff with a copy of two documents that were distributed at the meeting “Cleaning Up America’s Nuclear Weapons Complex, An Update for States, 2008 Edition” (Attachment 5), and the “Energy Communities Alliance Bulletin, October 2008” (Attachment 6).
Stewardship - Ms. Sarten reported that at its November meeting the committee heard a presentation from the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation on what it thinks ORSSAB can do in helping the state monitor applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements. The committee will discuss what actions to take on this topic at its January meeting. The committee also discussed the city of Oak Ridge’s role in stewardship. The city lacks the money for staff to devote much attention to it. 

Ms. Sarten said the committee initially canceled its December meeting, but she thinks it will meet after all to talk with Bill Wilcox about historic preservation options for the K-25 building. 
Other Business
Date of the December Executive Committee Meeting - The committee elected to cancel its December meeting and work any issues that come up by email. 
Recommendation - The committee reviewed a recommendation developed by the Stewardship Committee titled “Recommendations on National Historic Preservation Act Implementation at the U.S. DOE-Oak Ridge Office and the Section 106 Process Presentation of September 10, 2008, to the Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board” (Attachment 7). Ms. Halsey said she is concerned that the recipient of the recommendation is Steve McCracken, but little of what is discussed in the recommendation is controlled by the DOE EM program. Mr. Dixon suggested the Executive Committee table the recommendation and ask that the principal author, Darryl Bonner, be asked to come to the January Executive Committee meeting to discuss it. Ms. Halsey said that this will give her time to talk to Mr. McCracken about it as well. It might be possible that the board could receive one-time permission to send this recommendation to the DOE-Oak Ridge Cultural Resources Management Coordinator, Katatra Vasquez. 
Action Item Status 

Action: – The Executive Committee will designate an issue manager for the December presentation at its November meeting. Status: Closed – Mr. Murphree will serve as issue manager.
Action: – The Stewardship Committee will look at the minority opinion attached to the recommendation on K‑25 historic preservation and make some new recommendations. Status: Open – Ms. Sarten said the Stewardship Committee is working on it. 
Action: – Ms. Halsey will give Steve McCracken a copy of the chairs’ recommendation on Quarterly Progress Reports and ask him to respond to it at the November board meeting. Status: Closed – Ms. Halsey said she took an action item from the Board Finance & Process Committee to talk to Mr. McCracken about it, so the action will be continued under that committee.
Action: – Staff will make arrangements for a signed letter from the chair and a framed, signed photo of current and past members of the Stewardship Committee for Ralph Skinner. Status: Closed – Ms. Halsey said that Mr. Skinner will attend the Stewardship Committee’s January meeting to receive the award.
Action: – Ms. Halsey will find out if ORSSAB members can attend the Federal Facility Agreement workshop. Status: Closed – Ms. Halsey said that this workshop has been canceled in lieu of the Integrated Facility Disposition Project workshop.
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

Action Items

Closed
1.
The Executive Committee will designate an issue manager for the December presentation at its November meeting.

2.
Ms. Halsey will give Mr. McCracken a copy of the chairs’ recommendation on QPRs and ask him to respond to it at the November board meeting.
3.
Staff will make arrangements for a signed letter from the chair and a framed, signed photo of current and past members of the Stewardship Committee for Ralph Skinner. 
4.
Ms. Halsey will find out if ORSSAB members can attend the Federal Facility Agreement workshop. 
Open

1.
Mr. Murphree will serve as issue manager for the Trench 13 presentation at the December board meeting.

2.
Staff will invite Darryl Bonner to attend the January Executive Committee meeting to discuss the Recommendations on National Historic Preservation Act Implementation.

3.
The Stewardship Committee will look at the minority opinion attached to the recommendation on K-25 historic preservation and make some new recommendations. Carryover item
Next meeting
Thursday, January 29, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (7). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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