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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 23, 2008, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	John Coffman, Secretary

Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree

Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt

	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
None



Board Officer/DOE Comments
None

Monthly Board Meetings
Review of October 8 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey said the Board Finance & Process Committee reviewed the meeting presentation and determined that no further action was needed on it.
November 12 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). The meeting presentation will feature Vince Adams, Director of the DOE Office of Groundwater and Soil Remediation, who will give a presentation on groundwater and soil remediation. Mr. Dixon asked Ms. Halsey if she had asked Mr. Adams to bring copies of the map of Oak Ridge Reservation contaminant plumes that Mr. Adams discussed at the recent EM SSAB chairs meeting. Ms. Halsey said she emailed the request to him. 
Mr. Dixon mentioned that Knoxville News Sentinel reporter Frank Munger called him today for input on K-25 historic preservation. Mr. Munger also said he was interested in the November 12 presentation and may attend the meeting. Mr. Westervelt said that when the Public Outreach Committee met with Mr. Munger on October 2 that he said that the ORSSAB agenda wasn’t very informative. Mr. Osborne said that when he sends out the agenda from now on he will also send an informational paragraph about the presentation and a short biography about the presenter. Mr. Dixon recommended that the presentation issue manager use that material to introduce the presenter at the board meeting. 
December 10 - The committee reviewed a list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 3). Mr. Dixon suggested the historical overview of mercury contamination by Carolyn Krause. In addition, he would also like someone from DOE to talk about current status and activities related to mercury contamination. Ms. Halsey asked staff to contact Ms. Krause about how much time she will need for her presentation. Mr. Dixon suggested the committee designate an issue manager for the presentation at its November meeting. 

Mr. Westervelt said that Mr. Munger had expressed interest in the Trench 13 project in Melton Valley, and he wondered if it would be a good board presentation. Ms. Halsey explained that there were initially 23 trenches of retrievable transuranic waste in Melton Valley. Removal of the material was originally in the Melton Valley Record of Decision, but an EPA review board could not justify removal at the stated cost, although the state took the opposite position. DOE agreed with state and agreed to remove the material. Almost the very last trench to be worked on was 13—it had a lot of unknowns, drums were badly decayed, and some of the waste was packaged in quart mason jars. A fire ignited during removal activities, so excavation was halted and the trench was covered. The state says a milestone exists for removal of the material by September 2009. DOE disagrees. 
The committee agreed to add the issue to the list of potential presentations.

Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its October meeting the committee reviewed the 2008 and 2009 ORSSAB cost reports (Attachment 4). The board has $3,584 remaining in FY 2008 funding. In addition, the committee learned that for 2009 the board is starting with a $19,996 carryover plus an additional $50,000 in the Spectrum account. In other business, the committee discussed the DOE EM budget process and concurred on a travel request from Maggie Owen. 
Environmental Management - Mr. Murphree reported that at its October meeting the committee heard a presentation by John Kubarewicz on the treatability study for the East Tennessee Technology Park site-wide decision. Representatives from EPA, the state, and DOE were there, so the committee used the opportunity to discuss a point of contention among the agencies: maximum contaminant levels vs. risk-based standards. EPA’s Carl Frode does not want to move forward with approval of the East Tennessee Technology Park remedial investigation/feasibility study until the treatability study is completed. There may be a way around the maximum contaminant level issue if the state’s groundwater classification is used. Ms. Halsey wondered who has to ask the state to change the groundwater classification. Mr. Murphree said he thought DOE could do it, but EPA has not approved the classification yet. 
Mr. Dixon asked the EM committee to assign an issue manager for the November board presentation on groundwater and soil remediation and invite everyone who was at the October EM committee meeting to attend the November board meeting. 
Public Outreach - Mr. Westervelt reported that the committee’s October meeting was held as a teleconference. In November the committee will meet in person. Darrell Akins joined the committee and participated in the call. He may be a big asset because of his contacts with the media. The committee discussed participation in the December 9 meeting of the East Tennessee Chapter of the Health Physics Society and the recent meeting with Mr. Munger. The committee plans similar meetings with Oak Ridger editor Darryl Richardson and Oak Ridge Observer editor Stan Mitchell. Two outreach presentations will be given this month. The committee identified six others to pursue. 
Stewardship - Ms. Sarten reported that at its October meeting the committee heard a presentation on applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements. The committee will have a follow up discussion on this topic at its November meeting. 
Mr. Dixon said that when Mr. Munger called him today for input on K-25 historic preservation, he told Munger that he would discuss it at this evening’s Executive Committee meeting and that the issue will probably go back to the Stewardship Committee for consideration. Ms. Halsey suggested that members review the minority opinion attached to the recommendation. Mr. Dixon asked the Stewardship Committee to look at the opinion and make some new recommendations about K-25 historic preservation. 
Other Business
Dates of November and December Committee Meetings - The committee chose November 20 for its next meeting. A decision on the December meeting will be put on November 20 committee agenda. 
Mr. Juarez said the Board Finance & Process Committee will meet November 20 also. Ms. Sarten said the Stewardship Education Subcommittee will move up a week and meet on November 13 instead of the 20th. 
Travel Request - The committee approved a request for travel from Maggie Owen for the Perma-Fix Mixed and Low-Level Waste Management Forum in Nashville, Dec. 15–18 (Attachment 5). 

Recent Accomplishments - The committee reviewed a write-up of recent ORSSAB accomplishments (Attachment 6) generated by staff in response to a request from DOE-Headquarters. The accomplishments will be combined with those from the other SSABs in a paper to be presented at next spring’s Waste Management conference by the board’s new Designated Federal Officer, Cate Brennan. The committee approved the document without changes. 
Action Item Status 

Action: – Mr. Murphree will ask for someone from the EM committee to be the issue manager for the presentation on the DOE Quarterly Progress Report (QPR). Status: closed – The action was transferred to the Board Finance & Process Committee.
Mr. Dixon reported that during the Board Finance & Process Committee meeting Ms. Halsey said that Steve McCracken initially told her the QPR could not be released to the board; he has since said he will check with other sites about whether they’re releasing the report. Mr. Dixon noted that Assistant Secretary Rispoli said he wanted the QPRs to be shared with the boards, and on August 13 the SSAB chairs sent a letter to Rispoli recommending that they be shared. Mr. Dixon said that the Board Finance & Process Committee may issue a separate recommendation to Mr. McCracken if the report is not forthcoming. He asked Ms. Halsey to give Mr. McCracken a copy of the chairs’ letter and ask him to respond to it at the November board meeting. 
Action: – Ms. Halsey will see if she can get copies of the Oak Ridge Reservation contaminant plumes map discussed by Vince Adams at the recent SSAB chairs meeting. Status: pending – Ms. Halsey has made the request.
Action: – Ms. Halsey will see if Vince Adams can come to Oak Ridge to deliver his groundwater and soil presentation. Status: closed – Mr. Adams will attend.
Action: – Staff will make arrangements for a signed letter from the chair and a framed, signed photo of current and past members of the Stewardship Committee for Ralph Skinner. Status: pending – Staff is working on getting a baseball signed by Stewardship Committee members. Action should be closed in November.
Action: – Ms. Halsey will find out if ORSSAB members can attend the Federal Facility Agreement workshop. Status: pending –EPA is planning the workshop but hasn’t made any arrangements yet.
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
1.
Ms. Halsey will see if Vince Adams can come to Oak Ridge to deliver his groundwater presentation.
2.
The EM committee will designate an issue manager committee for the November board meeting presentation.
3.
The Board Finance & Process Committee will designated an issue manager for the QPR presentation, ask Tim Myrick to serve as supporting issue manager, and invite him to the committee’s November meeting where the QPRs will be discussed.
4.
The EM committee will assign an issue manager for the November board presentation on groundwater and soil remediation and invite everyone who was at the October EM committee meeting to attend the November board meeting.
Open

1.
Staff will contact Carolyn Krause about how much time she will need for her presentation on the history of mercury contamination. The Executive Committee will designate an issue manager for the December presentation at its November meeting.
2.
The Stewardship Committee will look at the minority opinion attached to the recommendation on K-25 historic preservation and make some new recommendations.
3.
Ms. Halsey will give Mr. McCracken a copy of the chairs’ recommendation on QPRs and ask him to respond to it at the November board meeting.
4.
Ms. Halsey will see if she can get copies of the map of Oak Ridge Reservation contaminant plumes discussed by Vince Adams at the recent EM SSAB chairs meeting. Carryover item
5.
Staff will make arrangements for a signed letter from the chair and a framed, signed photo of current and past members of the Stewardship Committee for Ralph Skinner. Carryover item 
6.
Ms. Halsey will find out if ORSSAB members can attend the Federal Facility Agreement workshop. Carryover item
Next meeting
Thursday, November 20, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (6). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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