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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 29, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	John Coffman, Secretary

Steve Dixon, Chair
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree

Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt

	Darryl Bonner, ORSSAB

Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Norman Mulvenon, LOC-CAP

Maggie Owen, ORSSAB

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Ed Juarez



Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Lundy reported that a chairs meeting planning call took place yesterday. Arrangements for the meeting are going well. 
Ms. Halsey remarked that ORSSAB will cosponsor a public meeting on the major modification of the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) to integrate the Integrated Facility Disposition Program scope into the current cleanup scope. A copy of the FFA Appendixes E and J spreadsheet was distributed (Attachment 1) and will be included in meeting packets for the February 11 board meeting. Fact sheets relating to the spreadsheet are available at the DOE Information Center. Oral and written comments will be taken at the meeting. The FFA parties are obligated to discuss and respond to the comments from the public. Mr. Bonner wondered if the board should generate a recommendation as a result of the things learned at the meeting. Mr. Dixon suggested that Lance Mezga be asked to be issue manager for the recommendation since he had expressed a strong interest in the subject at this evening’s Board Finance & Process Committee meeting.
Monthly Board Meetings
Review of January 14 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 2). 
February 11 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 3) and made no changes. The meeting presentation will feature an overview of the 2007 Annual Site Environmental Report. Mr. Dixon asked the status of the mercury presentation. Ms. Halsey said that she is working to find out why the report that the presentation is based on has been deemed unreleaseable by DOE. 
Mr. Murphree asked if Cate Brennan is still planning to attend the February meeting and if she still wants to meet with members. Ms. Halsey said yes to both. The meeting with Ms. Brennan will be held at the DOE Information Center on Wednesday, February 11, at 4:30. All ORSSAB members will be invited. 
Mr. Bonner discussed “Recommendations on National Historic Preservation Act Implementation at the DOE-Oak Ridge Office and the Sect. 106 Process Presentation September 10, 2008, to the Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board” (Attachment 4). Mr. Dixon asked how Mr. Bonner intended to present the recommendation at the board meeting. Mr. Bonner said he intends to walk members though it but not read it to them. 
March 11 - The meeting will be a public meeting on the EM budget and prioritization. The committee reviewed the list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 5) and made no changes. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Ms. Owen reported that at its January meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 6) and reviewed travel requests, an expenditure request, and the draft FY 2010 ORSSAB budget request. 
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that at its January meeting the committee received an update on Building 3019. In February the committee will meet with the Stewardship Committee to hear about groundwater exit pathways. 
Public Outreach - Mr. Westervelt said that at its January meeting the committee discussed upcoming presentations and meetings with Oak Ridge Observer editor Stan Mitchell and Oak Ridge mayor Tom Beehan. The committee will target upcoming presentations to Knox County. Mr. Westervelt said that a suggestion had come to him from David Martin to send out a news release regarding the letter ORSSAB may be sending soon to the DOE Transition Team Lead. The Public Outreach Committee will take action on the news release.
Stewardship - Ms. Sarten reported that at its January meeting the committee gave Ralph Skinner a service award for working with the committee over several years. 
Other Business
LOC-CAP Letter - The committee reviewed a letter from the Local Oversight Committee’s Citizens’ Advisory Panel (LOC-CAP): “Recommendations on National Historic Preservation Act Implementation (Attachment 7).” Mr. Bonner said he thought he captured most of the LOC-CAP comments in the recommendation he prepared for ORSSAB. 
Letter to the DOE Transition Team - The committee approved the letter to the DOE Transition Team, “Support for the DOE Oak Ridge Environmental Management Program” (Attachment 8). 
Travel Requests - The committee approved requests for travel to the spring EM SSAB chairs meeting from Steve Dixon, Spencer Gross, Ed Juarez, Ted Lundy, and Maggie Owen (Attachment 9). Mr. Bonner asked if there was time for him to submit a request. Mr. Dixon said there was, but he needed to run it though the normal approval process. 
The committee approved requests for travel to the Waste Management ’09 conference from John Coffman and Sondra Sarten (Attachment 10). 
Expenditure Request - The committee approved a request for $8,500 from the EM committee for technical assistance in reviewing the “Focused Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan for the Bear Creek Burial Grounds” (Attachment 11). Ms. Owen explained that the request is $1,500 above budgeted funds for the EM committee in 2009. The Board Finance & Process Committee concurred with the request contingent upon the Executive Committee agreeing that Executive would not need all of the $2,000 in its technical advisor budget. Mr. Dixon suggested the $1,500 extra be taken from the “Other” category so that the Executive Committee’s $2,000 would be available for training. 
Suggested Work Plan Topics from EM HQ - Ms. Halsey explained that these topics (Attachment 12) were generated by DOE-Headquarters as a result of comments made by then Assistant Secretary of Energy for EM Jim Rispoli at the fall chairs meeting. The purpose of reviewing them is to decide if the topics are already being addressed by ORSSAB or if there is anything the Executive Committee wants to include in the board’s work plan.
1. The EM Budget Process and Effective Stakeholder Involvement—Ms. Halsey said the Board Finance & Process Committee is already doing this.
2. Unfunded Liabilities—Ms. Halsey said this item is being addressed by the past two budget prioritization recommendations the board generated. Approval of CD-1 also addressed it.
3. Engineering and Technology—Ms. Halsey said money for technology development is going to the Office of Science rather than EM, so she disagrees with the premise that the SSABs are part of the process. Further, ORSSAB submitted a recommendation on the topic, which she feels was not adequately responded to. Mr. Dixon asked if the issue should be sent to a committee. Ms. Halsey thought it would be more beneficial to ask Steve Krahn from DOE-Headquarters to give a presentation to the board, focused on Oak Ridge issues. 
4. Waste Disposition—Ms. Halsey thought the issue was being addressed well enough in Oak Ridge. Mr. Murphree said that at the recent intergovernmental meeting with DOE that some people thought there wasn’t enough representation on the wipp board. Mr. Coffman added that the board meeting was held in Oak Ridge about a year and a half ago. 
5. Communications and Environmental Justice—Mr. Murphree said he thought it didn’t really affect Oak Ridge as much as places like Hanford. Ms. Halsey agreed. Mr. Bonner said that if you go to the Legacy Management website and look at environmental justice goals, it describes public participation. ORSSAB could weigh in on the goals. 
ORSSAB FY 2010 Budget Request - The committee reviewed the budget request (Attachment 13). Ms. Halsey said she thought the $482,000 requested is probably too high, and she may need to recommend cuts. She said she needs to better understand what work will be performed under the technical advisor requests by the EM and Executive committees. The stewardship video request of $40,000 may also be problematic, and she questioned whether the video is supported by the entire board. Mr. Bonner said the stewardship video committee needs to refine the script before that determination can be made. Ms. Halsey said she would consider additional funding for technical advisors if some of the task included training, such as on D&D. Ms. Halsey said she would mark up the budget request and send it back to Board Finance & Process and Executive for review next month. 

Pledge of Allegiance - Mr. Dixon said that David Martin asked him during the last board meeting why a pledge of allegiance isn’t included in board meetings. Mr. Martin later withdrew the question, but Mr. Dixon wanted the Executive Committee to consider it. Ms. Sarten recommended it be put before the board by email. The committee agreed. Staff was asked to handle it.
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Action Items

Closed
Open

1.
Staff will poll members on whether they would like to include the pledge of allegiance in board meetings. 

2.
The Stewardship Committee will look at the minority opinion attached to the recommendation on K-25 historic preservation and make some new recommendations. Carryover item
Next meeting
Thursday, February 26, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (13). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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