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Discussion of Dan Goode visit and path forward with groundwater research
Mr. Adler discussed Dan Goode’s visit to Oak Ridge in August (see August 15 meeting minutes) and talked about how he can be of assistance regarding the understanding of groundwater flow on the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) and the development of an overall groundwater strategy for the reservation.

He believes Mr. Goode would add value to the discussion and would be objective in interpreting and reporting information.

Mr. Adler said he thought Mr. Goode and his colleagues at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) could help build a model to make some macro level predictions about groundwater behavior and possibly make use of some of USGS resources. He discussed the possibilities with Sue Cange, deputy manager for DOE Oak Ridge Environmental Management (EM) and ORSSAB’s deputy designated federal officer. She said it would be inappropriate to have a groundwater model done under the direction of ORSSAB as that would be out of the scope of the board’s work. However, she was not opposed to the idea of using Mr. Goode and USGS under different auspices. Mr. Adler pointed out that the idea of a macro model was Mr. Goode’s idea and did not come from the board or the committee.

If that idea is pursued, Mr. Adler said the best time to do it would be after a series of workshops on groundwater have been completed involving DOE, EPA, and TDEC. The agencies have agreed to a year-long process to collaborate on groundwater strategy on the ORR. Using a number of experts the agencies would try to arrive at as much consensus as possible on groundwater strategy. When that activity is finished by the end of calendar year 2013, DOE would be in a position to layout a scope and schedule for groundwater efforts. He said that could include construction of a model, additional monitoring, restrictions on groundwater use both on and off the reservation, and so on. 

Mr. Adler said Mr. Goode could support the board’s interest in groundwater by interpreting, commenting on, and teaching about the groundwater situation. The agencies could supply information from the workshop to Mr. Goode. Mr. Adler said it makes sense to have an independent expert interpret the information and examine the agencies assessments of the information.

Mr. Adler said another idea is for Mr. Goode to have a slightly closer relationship with the groundwater strategy effort. He could be debriefed on the meetings and could act as a liaison between the board and the strategy group. He perhaps could sit in on the meetings, although there is some reservation about having the group becoming too large. While the workshops are for building consensus among the agencies, Mr. Adler said Ms. Cange thought it might be workable to have Mr. Goode witness or participate in the meetings as an independent advisor to DOE. Mr. Adler said that idea is new and has not been worked out fully. Mr. Adler said DOE did not want to expand the workshops to include ORSSAB as that would be out of board’s scope.
Mr. Hemelright asked if that wasn’t the original intent of the board for an expert to provide unbiased information. Mr. Adler confirmed that it was. Mr. Martin said Mr. Goode was impressed with the amount of available data. Mr. Adler said that was true and it would be useful for him to look at that data and offer an assessment.

Mr. Kenworthy said perhaps the time for any modeling would be during the strategy discussion so that ‘you know what you have and what you need.’ He said a model would be used be different parties and would provide a valuable touchstone for everyone. Mr. Adler said he understood the value of a model for early research. A model would be useful in understanding how a groundwater action on one side of the Clinch River might affect groundwater on the other side of the river and how that might be useful regarding monitoring or use restrictions. He said the strategy discussions would consider those kinds of actions. 

Ms. Cook asked about the group’s strategy for proceeding. Mr. Adler said a scope of work has been developed which proposes how the activity will be done, questions to focus on, structure of the group, and points of contact for each agency. The agencies will bring in experts as they see fit. 

Ms. Cook asked if Mr. Goode is part of the strategy group if he would be listening to the various viewpoints and providing thoughts on how certain strategies may work. Mr. Adler said his experience and training position him as having valuable capabilities. He would have no vote in the discussion but would provide knowledgeable input. He would be ‘a non-aligned thinker, aligned to the truth.’

Ms. Kasten asked if each agency had its own agenda. Mr. Adler said the agencies have agreed that they want a productive conversation that reaches a conclusion on how to proceed with resource damages and public health related to that damage. Each agency will have its own perspective on how to do that. He said EPA and TDEC would be less comfortable about uncertainty while DOE would prefer to focus on above ground actions if no one is being hurt. 

Mr. Bell asked what the major issue is – on-site or off-site migration. He said if it’s on-site, a big question is the source of the contamination. If off-site he said there are questions about the quantity of data that indicate low levels of contamination. He said if levels are low enough there is no reason to do anything and he didn’t think the board could make any suggestions or recommendations if levels are well below acceptable standards. However, if harm is being done, he said decisions have to be made about that. Mr. Bell felt like the best for Mr. Goode to do was to verify the available data before thinking about building a model. He said until available data are substantiated a reliable model can’t be built. Mr. Adler said that is an example of something Mr. Goode would do.

Ms. Kasten asked what DOE would do if people complained of injury from groundwater contamination. Mr. Adler said those are the kinds of questions the strategy group would try to answer. He said DOE would want to do the least expensive thing to prevent harm. If there are degraded resources, they would need to be remediated or compensated for. He said he has not heard from anyone saying they have been harmed by contaminated groundwater from the ORR.

Ms. Kasten asked if specific cases are tracked, such as cancer. Mr. Petrie said that kind of information has been compiled, but no results yet. 

Mr. Martin said time seemed to be of essence and wondered if the board should make a recommendation on how to use Mr. Goode. Mr. Adler said he would like to have some time to discuss with EPA and TDEC. Mr. Martin asked if that was acceptable to the committee. Mr. Hemelright moved to allow Mr. Adler time to discuss with EPA and TDEC on how to use Mr. Goode’s expertise. Ms. Mei seconded and the motion passed without opposition.

FY 2013 work plan development 
Prior to the meeting Mr. Adler and staff did some preliminary work on the committee’s work plan based on priorities identified at the annual meeting. Mr. Adler suggested certain months for topics to be discussed (Attachment 1).
The committee reviewed the draft and during discussion made some revisions (Attachment 2).

Develop committee budget request for FY 2015
The committee identified some possible travel opportunities for committee members and added those to the committee budget request (Attachment 3).
Elect committee officers for FY 2013

Mr. Hatcher was re-elected chair of the committee. Ms. Cook was elected vice chair.
Review Action Items
None
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
Attachments (3) are available on request from the ORSSAB support office.
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