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Update on K-25/K-27 D&D
Mr. Kopotic provided an update on decontamination and decommissioning (D&D) activities at the K-25 and K-27 Buildings at East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). The main points of his presentation are included in Attachment 1.

He reminded the group that there were five gaseous diffusion buildings at ETTP. K-29 was demolished because it was structurally unsound. K-31 and K-33 have gone through D&D and are being marketed for industrial use. K-25 and K-27 are being readied for eventual demolition. 

Mr. Kopotic noted the size and cross-section elevations of K-25 and K-27 (Attachment 1, pages 4 and 5). He said the operating floors of K-25/K-27 were built above the cell levels, but because of heat issues, that configuration was reversed in Buildings K-29, K-31, and K-33. 

D&D of K-25/K-27 is a Comprehensive Environmental Restoration, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) non-time critical removal action (Attachment 1, page 7). It involves the removal of high-risk process system components, establishment of criticality incredible status, and demolition except for the north tower of K-25. Waste from the demolition will go to the on-site CERCLA waste cell, Nevada Test Site, or Energy Solutions in Utah. Historic preservation is being accomplished through the gathering of oral histories, collections of artifacts, and the preservation of the north tower of K-25. 

Rapidly deteriorating conditions in K-25 are causing serious safety concerns. Mr. Kopotic showed photos of some of the damage (Attachment 1, pages 8 and 9). Deterioration has impacted access to the roof, the operating floor, and the cell floor. It has also caused a change in the D&D process from primarily a manually intensive effort to remove equipment to using heavy equipment to take down the building and remove equipment. Mr. Kopotic said because of the declining condition of the building ‘it’s coming down whether we demolish it or not.’ Deterioration of the building is caused by water getting into the building. Transite siding was removed to help the building dry out quicker, but damage is extensive. 
Even though access to the operations floor is restricted criticality engineers identified some equipment that needed to be accessed. Mr. Kopotic said a platform has been designed and built to allow access to the operating floor. 

Major accomplishments on the K-25 D&D are noted on pages 11-14 of Attachment 1. Mr. Kopotic said a D1 version of the waste handling plan has been submitted to the regulators. He expected approval by July 25. 

To complete the schedule for D&D about 150 trucks a day will have to make the turnaround from ETTP to the CERCLA waste cell. To expedite that travel a new portal is being built, which is 90 percent complete. 
Most of the work thus far is being done on the west side of K-25. Vent, purge, and drain operations are complete on the west side. About 12 percent has been done on the east side. Duct cutting is finished on the west side and about 40 percent complete on the east side. All asbestos abatement is finished on the west side and about 52 percent on the east side. Foaming operations on the west side is about 80 percent complete. 

The schedule analysis to start demolition is noted on page 19 of Attachment 1. Building demolition of the west side of K-25 is scheduled to begin on September 30. The current forecast is for October 22. Demolition of the east side is scheduled to begin October 2009. All demolition of K-25 is forecast for completion by December 2010. 

Demolition of K-27 is scheduled to begin July 2014 and be completed by August 2016

Current estimated cost for demolition of K-25 and K27 is approximately $827 million (approximately $644 million for K-25, $124 million for K-27 and the balance is for surveillance and maintenance.

Mr. Kopotic said the east side has more contaminated converters than the west side, plus five building units that are contaminated with technecium 99. There is also more asbestos on the east side and structural and corbel damage is more severe. The east side equipment is also larger.

Personnel retention has been a problem and BJC and DOE have been working with security to allow the use of five uncleared workers with one cleared worker. This has reduced the cost of putting workers through security clearance and then losing them to less difficult jobs. 

Mr. Bonner asked about the status of an inquiry of two workers who went onto the operations floor without proper permission. Mr. Kopotic said the final report has not been completed. A retired employee from Idaho has been called in to lead the investigation, which also includes several BJC employees. Mr. Trice said in general the two employees appeared to have been confused about what area they were in and when they called in for permission to access the area they were given permission by the supervisor thinking they were in an area they could access. At the same time, however, the employees went through several barriers. Mr. Trice said better steps probably could have been taken to ensure those barriers could not have been penetrated. Since the incident those barriers have been re-engineered to prevent access without using tools. 
Discussion of any possible recommendation on the presentation
The committee decided that no recommendation was needed but agreed that Mr. Kopotic and Mr. Trice should return regularly for updates. Mr. Kopotic said he’d be willing to return in October. The committee felt another report should be done in January. Those reports will be placed on the FY 2009 committee work plan
Review Recommendation on the Integrated Facilities Disposition Project
The Mr. Olson reviewed the draft recommendation on the Integrated Facilities Disposition Project (Attachment 2). Mr. Myrick moved to approve the recommendation. Mr. Trammell seconded the motion. There was no debate or discussion and the motion carried unanimously.
Travel Requests for John Coffman and Gloria Mei
The committee reviewed the travel requests for Mr. Coffman and Ms. Mei to attend the RadWaste conference in Las Vegas, Nev., in September. Mr. Myrick moved to approve the request. Mr. Bonner seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Discussion of possible action on a proposal to use lead-lined canisters to send RH TRU to WIPP
On June 25 Roger Nelson, the DOE chief scientist at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in New Mexico, briefed a number of ORSSAB members on a proposal to ship remote-handled transuranic waste (RH TRU) in lead-lined canisters to WIPP for permanent disposal. Using lead-lined canisters would allow the waste to be handled as contact-handled (CH) TRU. As such, RH TRU could be shipped in large containers called TRUPacts that would hold three canisters of RH TRU. Three TRUPacts containing three canisters each could be shipped by truck to WIPP. Currently, RH TRU must be shipped in a container called an RH-72B that can only hold three canisters of TRU and only one RH-72B can be trucked at a time. 

Shipping, handling, and storing RH TRU as CH TRU would, according to Mr. Nelson, be more expedient and cost effective. 

The question before the committee was if it could write a recommendation or a comment letter supporting the proposal. Mr. Coffman noted that nothing can be done unless the state of New Mexico allows a permit modification for RH to be shipped and handled and CH. He said New Mexico at this point is reluctant to allow that. 

The suggestion was made that perhaps the committee could weigh in during a public comment period on the permit modification request. Mr. Adler said he wasn’t sure if there would be a public comment period but he would find out. He said Bill McMillan at DOE-ORO had done some initial study on the cost and equipment modifications needed to build the canisters, but there is little need to go into any detail unless New Mexico grants the change. 
Mr. Murphree said the committee should table the issue for the present until the permit is changed or comes up for public comment.

Review Committee Accomplishments for FY 2008

The committee reviewed the list of accomplishments for FY 2008 (Attachment 3). Some minor modifications were made (Attachment 4). They will be reviewed at the annual retreat on August 9.
New Business 
· Suggested top issues and one accomplishment for Fall SSAB Chairs’ meeting. The committee provided several suggestions for top issues and accomplishments to send to the Executive Committee (Attachment 5). The Executive Committee will take suggestions from all committees and determine the three top issues for the Oak Ridge Reservation and one board accomplishment.
· Mr. Bonner said committee members should start thinking about issues to put on the committee work plan for FY 2009. He said issues will be discussed at the board retreat in Augus, but members may have ideas that may not come up at the retreat. 
Action Items
Open

1. Mr. Adler will determine if there will be a public comment period on a permit modification to ship RH TRU to WIPP as CH TRU.
Closed
1. Staff will email the environmental assessment letter on disposition of nickel on the Oak Ridge Reservation to all committee members and ask for individual comments by July 16. Complete. Letter was sent to committee members on June 23. The extension for comments has been extended to August 15. Committee was advised of extension by email on July 8.

2. A revised draft of the surveillance and maintenance recommendation (renamed as a recommendation on IFDP) will be submitted for review at the July meeting.  Complete. Discussed at this meeting.
3. Mr. Adler will check on the status of TRU waste generated at Oak Ridge National Laboratory going to WIPP. Complete. The issue was whether future TRU waste generated at the lab can go to WIPP. Mr. Adler said all TRU generated at the lab will be characterized to make sure it meets defense-related requirements and can go to WIPP. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Attachments (5) are available on request from the ORSSAB support office.
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