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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 24, 2012, 5:00 p.m. 
DOE Information Center
 
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	David Martin 

Tom Valunas, Vice Chair
Absent 
Ed Juarez 

Greg Paulus, Chair
	Dave Adler, DOE

Delisa Atwater, DOE

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office
Steve Stow, ORSSAB



Discussion 
April/May Expenses - The committee reviewed the current costs table (Attachment 1). 
2012 Annual Meeting - Mr. Hemelright reported that the annual meeting planning committee held a teleconference on May 14. The committee decided to contract with Jenny Freeman to provide facilitation services after the previous facilitator, Lori Isenberg, announced that she is no longer available. The committee discussed the Friday night informal dinner and suggested discussion topics for it, such as:

· Having outgoing members talk about their experiences on the board

· Having committee chairs talk about their committees and why they would be of interest for members

· Having a discussion about how to retain members
The planning committee discussed last year’s agenda and the member survey. Another planning meeting will be held in the near future with the facilitator.

Bylaws Review - The committee reviewed Section X of the ORSSAB Bylaws: “Evaluation.” No changes were proposed.

FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 plan (Attachment 2) and made no changes. 

Action Items - Mr. Osborne explained how he amended the Board Finance & Process Committee’s draft FY 2013 work plan (Attachment 3) to reflect decisions made in an earlier committee meeting on how and when the SSAB’s budget requests are submitted to DOE. 
Technical Advisor Funding - Mr. Martin discussed a request from the Environmental Management Committee for technical advisor funding to help the committee understand the fractured rock hydrologic environment in Melton Valley. Until more is known from an in-person meeting with the proposed advisor, it may not be profitable to worry about what the exact budget will be needed for this activity. 

Ms. Atwater said that if a contract is not signed with the advisor this fiscal year, it will be up to the committee to determine whether it wants to carry over funding for the advisor into the next year. Mr. Stow added that it’s important to realize that the advisor will not solve problems but only advise the board on issues. 
Presentation on Budgeting - Ms. Atwater provided the committee a tutorial on the DOE budget process (Attachment 4). Mr. Valunas asked if the SSAB’s budget is not as well defined as other line items. Ms. Atwater said it’s because the board has greater latitude in allocating its budget as long as it stays within its overall funding. Mr. Valunas asked if Mr. Adler has veto power over the board’s budget decisions. Mr. Adler said that historically DOE has tried not to meddle in the board’s decision-making or in its decisions about allocating its funding. 
Action Items
Open 

None. 
Closed

None.
Next meeting
Thursday, June 28, DOE Information Center, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.  

