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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 29, 2011, 5:00 p.m. 
DOE Information Center 
 
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Greg Paulus, Chair
Tom Valunas, Vice Chair
Absent 
Ed Juarez

David Martin 
	Delisa Atwater, DOE

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office 



Discussion
October/November Expenses - The committee reviewed the current costs table (Attachment 1). Mr. Paulus asked Ms. Atwater if the discrepancy between her FY 2011 carryover figure and the one shown in last year’s costs table had been resolved. Ms. Atwater said she is still resolving it, but it is probably just the fact that not all 2011 costs have hit her system yet.
Travel - The committee reviewed and concurred with requests for travel to the 2012 Waste Management Symposium from David Hemelright, Howard Holmes, Scott McKinney, Ron Murphree, and Maggie Owen (Attachment 2). Mr. Paulus questioned whether it was necessary for so many members to attend the conference, and he said he would raise that question at the Executive Committee meeting later this evening. 
Expenditure Request - The committee reviewed an expenditure request for monthly meeting ads in the Clinton Courier (Attachment 3). Mr. Valunas questioned what the ads were and whether they would be effective in really interesting the public in the board’s activities. Mr. Osborne explained that the board has established a consistent advertising campaign over the years using a variety of media, such as newspapers. You might not get an immediate response to your advertisements, he said, but long-term exposure to advertising does have benefits, such as increased responses to membership recruitments. Mr. Paulus recommended running the ads in the paper for three months and see what response is received. He also suggested adding a column to the monthly meeting sign-in sheet asking where or how did attendees hear about this meeting. 
Process for Developing the FY 2013 ORSSAB Budget Request - Mr. Osborne explained the process, which is as follows:


November: 
The Board Finance & Process Committee discusses FY 2013 budget requirements and requests that standing committees prepare budget proposals


December: 
Standing committees generate requests and submit them to Board Finance for review


January: 
Board Finance finalizes the FY 2013 budget request and sends it to the Executive Committee for approval


January:
The Executive Committee approves the request and sends it to the Federal Coordinator


February:
The Federal Coordinator reviews the request and either approves it or revises it and sends it back to Board Finance for reconsideration

Ms. Atwater advised the committee that any increases in budgets will be unlikely in the near future, so it’s important to keep that in mind when the committees develop their 2013 requests. Mr. Paulus asked if the requests should be realistic or bare bones. Ms. Atwater said that realistic is fine. Mr. Paulus said he will ask committees to prioritize their requests so cuts can be made appropriately if necessary. 
Bylaws Review - The committee reviewed Section V of the ORSSAB Bylaws: “Board Structure” (Attachment 4) and proposed no changes.

FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 plan (Attachment 5) and made no changes. 
Action Items
Open 
1.
Staff will add a column to the monthly meeting sign-in sheet asking where or how did attendees hear about the meeting.
2.
Staff will email board members about the western waste site tour. Pending. ORSSAB members will be emailed in early December. Contact has been made with the Nevada National Security Site and the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant requesting tours. Tentative dates of March 21-24 have been proposed.
3.
Mr. Adler will find out if DOE can supply food at the annual planning meeting if it is held less than 50 miles from Oak Ridge. 
4.
Staff will get with the annual planning meeting committee to select a preferred location for the 2012 meeting, check with DOE to see if the costs are acceptable, and add discussion of their recommendation to the next Board Finance & Process Committee agenda. Pending. The annual planning meeting committee held a teleconference on Nov. 29 and narrowed the field of facilities to two. Committee members will visit the facilities and then make a decision.
5.
Staff to look into showing ORSSAB meetings online. Pending. A YouTube account has been established, but technical difficulties have delayed postings.
Closed
None
Next meeting
Tuesday, January 3, DOE Information Center, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 







