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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 25, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 
DOE Information Center  

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Ed Juarez, Chair 

Ted Lundy 


Maggie Owen, Vice Chair 

Absent 

Steve Dixon 

Betty Jones 
	Pat Halsey, DOE

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office 




Discussion
May/June Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2009 costs table (Attachment 1) and made no changes.
Review of Projected Board Costs for the Remainder of the Fiscal Year - Ms. Halsey said she would like to review all previous transfers between budget categories next month before the committee considers new changes to transfer funds to categories currently in deficit. She asked that the tracking chart for budget category changes be provided to the committee next month. 
Update on FY ‘10 ORSSAB Budget - Ms. Halsey reported that the amount she requested to DOE-Headquarters for the FY 2010 ORSSAB budget was for $425K. This is an increase from the current year, based on projected increases in the cost for the support contract. 
Headquarters Budget Guidance - The committee reviewed a memo from DOE-Headquarters, “Participation of the EM SSAB, Stakeholders, and Regulators in EM Budget Requests” (Attachment 2). Ms. Halsey pointed out a couple of changes from previous guidance. 

A major change is on page 1, bullet 1, second sentence: “Sites are not to share funding targets with stakeholders, as they are by their nature internal and deliberative (embargoed).” Ms. Halsey said that information had previously been shared with Oak Ridge stakeholders. Mr. Juarez asked if ORSSAB had ever responded back to Headquarters asking for more information or clarification. Ms. Halsey said that it has not been necessary before because the information was typically available. Ms. Halsey thought that the Quarterly Progress Report-type information ORSSAB will begin receiving soon will help assuage the board’s concerns about this change in guidance. 
On page 3, the second paragraph reads: “This guidance does not supersede any existing legal agreements. Field sites are to continue to involve the EM SSAB and other stakeholders in accordance with existing agreements. No additional actions are required if existing agreements meet the intent of this guidance.” Ms. Halsey said there is therefore some wiggle room allowed by this paragraph. She is working with the DOE-Oak Ridge legal staff to see if ORSSAB can be given more information. 
FY 2010 EM Budget - The committee reviewed a statement signed by several members of the U.S. House of Representatives regarding a cut to the FY 2010 EM budget proposed by the House Armed Services Committee (Attachment 3). Ms. Halsey said that the committee evidently thinks it’s ok to cut the EM budget since American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding is available in 2009–2011. But cutting the budget brings with it the risk that the base budget will never recover to pre-ARRA levels. Ms. Halsey said she would give the Board Finance & Process Committee a copy of the proposed 2010 EM budget, which shows a base budget of $410M (not counting ARRA). That’s almost $100M less than 2009. 
Retreat Planning - The committee reviewed materials from last year’s retreat (Attachment 4). Ms. Halsey said the new ORSSAB support contract should be in place next Wednesday, so the committee can immediately begin to work with a facilitator at that time. The agendas for the August 12 board meeting and the August 29 retreat should be finalized very soon. The facilitator will give their report on the member survey at the August 12 meeting. Ms. Halsey said she will invite the new facilitator to the July Board Finance & Process Committee meeting
Mr. Lundy said he would like to talk about the gap between scientific and engineering disciplines, as they relate to DOE, at the pre-retreat meeting at RT Lodge on Friday, August 28. This gap is the main concern he took away from Dr. Kosson’s presentation at the June 10 board meeting. Ms. Halsey added that technology development plays into that as well. Mr. Lundy said he would facilitate the Friday night discussion. 
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its work plan (Attachment 5) and made no changes. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
Open
1.
Staff will supply the committee next month with the tracking chart for budget category changes. 
2.
Ms. Halsey will supply the committee with a copy of the proposed 2010 EM budget.
3.
Ms. Halsey will notify the committee as soon as possible when the board support contract is awarded. Carryover item 
4.
Staff will try to negotiate with RT Lodge to get the per diem rate. Carryover item. Will be pursued after the number of members staying overnight is determined
Next meeting
Thursday, July 23, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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