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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 26, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 
DOE Information Center 

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon 

Betty Jones 

Ed Juarez, Chair 

Ted Lundy 


Lance Mezga 

Maggie Owen, Vice Chair
	Pat Halsey, DOE

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office 

Absent 

None


Discussion
February/March Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2009 costs table (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey reported that costs were in line with expectations. Mr. Juarez asked if projected travel costs will exceed the budget. Ms. Halsey said there should be no problem, based on what she knows about travel plans. 
Mr. Juarez asked if DOE was still working under the continuing resolution. Ms. Halsey said the omnibus bill has been signed, but no additional funds above what are currently budgeted have been released, including American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funds.
ORSSAB FY 2010 Budget Request - The committee reviewed a revised Independent Government Estimate of the ORSSAB FY 2010 budget request (Attachment 2). Ms. Halsey explained that during last month’s Executive Committee meeting, Ron Murphree said he would like to tweak the Environmental Management Committee’s portion of the request by cutting $1,000 from the committee’s request for a public meeting and adding it to the technical advisor funding. Ms. Halsey also said she talked to the Stewardship Video Subcommittee about cutting the $40,000 requested for funding production of a stewardship video. The subcommittee understood her rationale for the cut and is working to develop a stewardship workshop as an ancillary project. 
Quarterly Project Review (QPR) - The committee reviewed the DOE response to the chairs recommendation that QPRs be shared with the SSABs (Attachment 3). Ms. Halsey said that at the recent SSAB chairs meeting, she heard that some other SSABs have asked DOE to provide information on topics covered in the QPRs. Mr. Mezga wondered if the business-sensitive information could be easily extracted from the QPRs and the remaining project information be provided to the board. He suggested the board pursue that course in getting the information. Mr. Juarez said he would take Mr. Mezga’s concerns to the Executive Committee.
Retreat Planning - Ms. Owen said she visited RT Lodge in Maryville and thought it would be a good location for the retreat. It’s elegant yet woodsy and comfortable. The date for the retreat has been set for Saturday, August 29. Ms. Halsey added that members can spend the night before the retreat, even though there is no formal meeting planned for Friday. Some sort of informal meeting would have to be arranged in order for DOE to provide travel funding to cover the lodging costs. DOE can only pay the per diem rate for the hotel, though, so members will have to make up the difference of the room cost. Mr. Dixon suggested staff try to negotiate with the hotel to get the per diem rate.
In a retreat planning meeting Ms. Halsey held with Ms. Owen and staff on March 5, it was suggested that the August 12 board meeting be transformed from a regular board meeting into a casual dinner at the DOE Information Center, with a less formal room configuration, no video taping, and a short (20-minute) board meeting followed by a facilitated discussion of the results of the facilitator questions and/or an assessment of board goals. This informal session would be a good lead-in for the retreat two weeks later. It would also obviate the need for the 30-minute board meeting usually held after the retreat, thereby leaving more time for retreat discussions. Election of board officers can be handled at the September board meeting. 
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its work plan (Attachment 4). 

Book Expenditure - Mr. Lundy said that copies of “The Reporter’s Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management” were distributed at the recent chairs meeting. He said he thought the book, which was published by the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation (CRESP), is an excellent primer on the Environmental Management program and should be supplied to all ORSSAB members. Mr. Lundy said that if books can be supplied, he would be glad to lead a discussion group about it prior to the retreat. The committee agreed with the purchase, and Mr. Juarez said he would discuss the issue with the Executive Committee. Mr. Lundy suggested funding come from the board training cost category.
Mr. Lundy noted that the book states that CRESP “…responded to a request by DOE and the National Research Council for the creation of an independent institutional mechanism to develop data and methodology to make risk and stakeholder involvement a key part of decision-making at the EM office of DOE.” Mr. Mezga said it would be good to get a briefing on CRESP at a board meeting. Ms. Halsey said it would be added to the presentation list.
FY 2011 EM Budget Request - The committee reviewed draft recommendations on the FY 2011 Oak Ridge EM program budget request (Attachment 5). Mr. Mezga suggested that the second sentence of the second paragraph of the recommendation be reworded to say: “We do not support the disposition path as currently laid out for this material, in fact many members support the recovery of medical isotopes prior to disposition of the material. We further recognize that medical isotopes are strategic, in that the current supplies are all non-domestic.” Mr. Juarez requested that the recommendation be circulated to the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees for review prior to the April board meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
1.
Mr. Juarez will discuss the book purchase issue with the Executive Committee.

2.
Staff will add the briefing on CRESP to the monthly board presentation list.

3.
Staff will circulate the recommendation on the FY 2011 EM budget request to the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees for review prior to the April board meeting.
Open
1.
Mr. Juarez will take Mr. Mezga’s concerns about the QPRs to the Executive Committee.
2.
Staff will try to negotiate with RT Lodge to get the per diem rate.

3.
Staff will purchase copies of “The Reporter’s Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management” for board members and students.

Next meeting
Thursday, April 23, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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