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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 26, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 
DOE Information Center 

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon 

Betty Jones 

Ed Juarez, Chair 

Ted Lundy 


AbsentADVANCE \d4 
Lance Mezga 

Maggie Owen, Vice Chair
	Pat Halsey, DOE

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office


Discussion
January/February Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2009 costs table (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey reported that costs were in line with expectations. Mr. Juarez asked if travel costs were within expectations as well. Ms. Halsey said yes, although they may increase if an overnight retreat is planned this year. 
ORSSAB FY 2010 Budget Request - The committee reviewed the Independent Government Estimate of the ORSSAB FY 2010 budget request (Attachment 2). Ms. Halsey said the total request that she felt would be supported by DOE is $426,500, which necessitated cutting what the board had requested, although her revision is still 6% above the current year’s budget. Specifically, her changes are follows:

· Travel was reduced $10,800 to bring the request more in line with what’s projected for use in FY 2009.

· Technical advisor funding for the Executive Committee was halved since the committee has never used the funding in the past. Technical advisor funding for the Environmental Management Committee was halved because only one major cleanup decision will be made that would require technical assistance.

· Support office funding was increased by 6%, which is the typical escalation. 

· Stewardship video funding was zeroed out because Ms. Halsey has no indication that the Stewardship Committee has a grasp on what it expects to achieve with the $40,000 the video will cost. In addition, she believes that the committee doesn’t really have a comprehensive understanding of stewardship issues, since only four of the current twenty ORSSAB members sit on the committee, and they may not have much knowledge of the historical issues involved. Ms. Halsey said she recommends a training workshop for the board before going forward with such an expensive undertaking. Funding for the training could come from the Executive Committee’s technical advisor funding. She would like to include DOE-Headquarters liaison Vince Adams and Oak Ridge’s Ralph Skinner, plus some of the local members of the public that have worked on stewardship over the years. 

Mr. Juarez asked if Ms. Halsey thought the $426,000 figure would be acceptable to DOE Headquarters. Ms. Halsey said she spoke with the SSAB’s Designated Federal Officer, Cate Brennan, about it, but Ms. Halsey isn’t certain if it will be approved or not.
March 11 Public Meeting on EM Budget & Prioritization - Ms. Halsey said that rollout of the FY 2011 DOE‑Oak Ridge EM budget request will take place as part of the board’s March 11 meeting, as was done last year. This will be the public’s opportunity to hear details about the budget request and make comments on it. Ms. Halsey noted in Attachment 3, “DOE Headquarters Environmental Management Risk-Based Priorities,” that building D&D is at the bottom of the list. She noted that Attachment 4, “FY 2011 EM Consolidated Budget Calendar,” provides details the budgeting process. Ms. Halsey mentioned that there’s a very quick turnaround between the March 11 budget presentation and the deadline for submitting a recommendation to DOE. She recommended members review past years’ budget recommendations.
Chairs Meeting Issues - The committee reviewed the top three issues and top board accomplishments submitted by the ORSSAB committees for presentation at the last chairs meeting (Attachment 5). For this meeting, the committee recommended adding an item about reestablishing national EM priorities with consideration of public involvement because of our large number of decaying buildings sitting atop a shallow groundwater system within the boundaries of the city of Oak Ridge. 
Retreat Planning - Ms. Halsey said that Whitestone Lodge, where the board held its previous retreat, is not available this year. Mr. Osborne reported that he and Spencer Gross visited RT Lodge in Maryville and thought it would be a good location. Mr. Dixon said he visited Dancing Bear Lodge in Townsend, which also seems to be a good option for the retreat. Mr. Juarez asked staff to get information on these two options to Maggie Owen for her to evaluate. He suggested a decision on a retreat location be made by mid-April.
Facilitation - Ms. Halsey said she is going through the process of obtaining a new 8a contractor for the ORSSAB support office. She can stipulate that the new contractor keep current full-time staff, but she cannot do that for part-time staff (e.g., the board’s facilitator). Ms. Halsey has become aware of two other local facilitators who may be able to work with the board in facilitating the retreats and next spring’s SSAB chairs meeting (which will be held here). The new contractor will consider the support for this position once a new contract is in place. Ms. Halsey distributed a draft statement of scope (Attachment 6) for the committee to review. 
Mr. Dixon noted that the board has spent considerable money educating the current facilitator, and he asked if the board have to do that again with a new facilitator. Ms. Halsey said no; both the two new possibilities are very knowledgeable about the EM program. 
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its work plan (Attachment 7). 

Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Committee Meeting
Requests for Travel - On February 18 an e-mail was sent to Board Finance & Process Committee members asking for concurrence on a request from David Martin for travel to the TDEC Solid/Hazardous Waste Conference and Exhibition in Gatlinburg, April 29–May 1 (Attachment 8). Concurrence was received from all members except Ms. Jones on February 18.
On February 20 an e-mail was sent to members asking for concurrence on a request from Darryl Bonner for travel to the EM SSAB Semiannual Chairs Meeting, March 17–19, in Augusta, GA (Attachment 9). Concurrence was received from Mr. Juarez on Feb. 21, from Ms. Owen on Feb. 22, and from Ms. Jones and Mr. Mezga on Feb. 23. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
1.
Staff will contact Whitestone to determine costs for a stay-over retreat. Whitestone is not available again this year
Open
1.
Staff will get information on retreat location options to Maggie Owen. 
2.
Ms. Halsey will check on the DOE-Headquarters response to the SSAB chairs letter regarding QPRs. Ms. Halsey said that Cate Brennan spoke on this issue expressing frustration with the inability they have had with getting the response out during the transition period. She is hopeful that the response will be out soon but she did reflect that the response will be that the QPRs will not be provided to the boards.

Next meeting
Thursday, March 26, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (9). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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