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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 29, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 
DOE Information Center 

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon 

Betty Jones 

Ted Lundy 


Lance Mezga 

Maggie Owen, Vice Chair
AbsentADVANCE \d4 

Ed Juarez, Chair
	Pat Halsey, DOE

Ron Murphree, ORSSAB

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office


Discussion
December/January Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2009 costs table (Attachment 1). Mr. Osborne reported that costs were in line with expectations. 

Travel Requests - The committee reviewed requests for travel to the spring EM SSAB chairs meeting from Steve Dixon, Spencer Gross, Ed Juarez, Ted Lundy, and Maggie Owen (Attachment 2). The committee reviewed travel funding available and concurred with the requests.
The committee reviewed requests for travel to the Waste Management ’09 conference from John Coffman and Sondra Sarten (Attachment 3). The committee reviewed travel funding available and concurred with the requests.
Expenditure Request - The committee reviewed a revised request for $8,500 from the Environmental Management (EM) Committee for technical assistance in reviewing the “Focused Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan for the Bear Creek Burial Grounds” (Attachment 4). Mr. Murphree explained that the original request had an incorrect number of hours. This has been fixed in the current request version, and the date for the work has been moved out to reflect changes in the availability of the document. Mr. Mezga noted that the request is $1,500 above budgeted funds for the EM committee in 2009. He suggested the Board Finance & Process Committee concur with the request contingent upon the Executive Committee agreeing that Executive would not need all of the $2,000 in its technical advisor budget. Ms. Halsey said she’d like to get this request paid for before she changes contractors in May, which would complicate matters if the money is not paid before then. 
ORSSAB FY 2010 Budget Request - The committee reviewed the draft ORSSAB FY 2010 budget request (Attachment 5). Ms. Halsey said she thought the $482,000 requested is probably too high, and she may need to recommend cuts. She said she needs to better understand what work will be performed under the technical advisor requests by the EM and Executive committees. The stewardship video request of $40,000 may also be problematic. Mr. Mezga noted that the travel request of $51,000 is $20,000 more than the 2009 budget. Ms. Halsey said she will mark up the budget request and send it back to Board Finance & Process and Executive committees for review. She noted that the board will be sponsoring a chairs meeting in 2010, so that will be have to be factored in. 
Public Meeting on Integration of IFDP Scope Into FFA - The committee reviewed a spreadsheet of proposed amendments to Federal Facility Agreement Appendixes E and J (Attachment 6). Mr. Mezga said the board needs to see a comparison of this scope with what’s currently in Appendixes E and J so members can understand the changes. Ms. Halsey noted that soils remediation has been coordinated with building takedown at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and final records of decision (RODs) have been pushed out to accelerate Integrated Facility Disposition Program (IFDP) activities. Also, the new appendixes assume that some work will have to be done beyond completion of the RODs, although DOE’s hope is that further cleanup will not be necessary. The same scenario is at play at Y-12, where final groundwater RODs have been pushed out considerably. The big additions at Y-12 are the Alpha buildings, of which Alpha 5 will be first to be remediated. Ms. Halsey urged members to attend the public meeting ORSSAB will be cosponsoring with DOE on February 12 at 6:00 p.m.
March 11 Public Meeting on EM Budget & Prioritization - Ms. Halsey said that rollout of the FY 2011 DOE‑Oak Ridge EM budget request will take place as part of the board’s March 11 meeting, as was done last year. This will be ORSSAB’s and the public’s opportunity to hear details about the budget request and make comments on it. Mr. Mezga asked what level of information DOE be able to share. Ms. Halsey said it would be the same as last year: one level below the PBS level. 

Retreat Location - Ms. Owen asked if members were OK with going back to Whitestone Inn for the FY 2009 retreat. The committee agreed to stay with Whitestone. Ms. Halsey asked if the committee wanted to move the retreat date to September since the board changed the start of its year from Sept. 1 to Oct. 1. Mr. Mezga noted that failing to do so may cause the board may loose a month of work. Ms. Owen asked if the committee wanted to consider a stay-over retreat. Ms. Halsey recommended that staff be asked to research costs with Whitestone. 
Quarterly Progress Reports (QPRs) - Ms. Halsey said that Steve McCracken will not be sharing the QPR data with the board because it would essentially force his directors to create two sets of books. Mr. Dixon and Mr. Mezga noted that former Assistant Secretary for EM Jim Rispoli had told the SSABs that it would be provided to them and that the SSAB chairs had written a letter to him on the subject in August 2008. Ms. Halsey said that DOE-Headquarters is working on a response to the letter, and she would check on it. 

Work Plan - The committee reviewed its work plan (Attachment 7). 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
Open

1.
Staff will contact Whitestone to determine costs for a stay-over retreat. 

2.
Ms. Halsey will check on the DOE-Headquarters response to the SSAB chairs letter regarding QPRs. 
Next meeting
Thursday, February 26, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (7). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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