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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 24, 2008, 4:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	David Branch, Vice Chair
Steve Dixon 

Ted Lundy

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Ben Adams, Chair
	Spencer Gross, ORSSAB Support Office

Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO 

Norman Mulvenon

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office



Discussion
December/January Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2008 costs table (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey said she has been informed that the ORSSAB budget for ’08 is $400,000, which is $10,000 more than shows on the current costs table. She referred members to the “FY 2008 Field Non-Labor Request” (Attachment 2), which shows the budget information. The committee discussed allocation of the $10,000 and agreed to park the funds in the “Labor to Carry Over Into FY 2009” category. 
FY 2009 Budget Request - The committee reviewed the draft FY 2009 ORSSAB budget request (Attachment 3) and, for comparison purposes, the final ’08 budget (Attachment 4). Mr. Dixon recommended that Board Finance & Process Committee request funding for travel in ’09. Ms. Halsey noted that the Executive Committee has identified some extra travel funding that other committees could use if necessary. Mr. Dixon suggested that a separate cost category be added next year for the Board Finance & Process Committee to cover items such as travel.
Ms. Halsey said she will take the draft ’09 request and supply the government estimate before the next committee meeting. 

EM Budget and Prioritization - Mr. Dixon reported that a meeting was held January 18 to discuss the budget and prioritization presentation at the February board meeting and the timing of ORSSAB input to the FY 2010 Oak Ridge Environmental Management Program budget request. The main thing Mr. Dixon sees happening this year is development of a timeline that the board can use each year to provide input on a more timely basis. 
Ms. Halsey discussed notes from the January 18 meeting (Attachment 5) and the FY 2010 consolidated budget calendar she developed (Attachment 6). 
Retreat Planning - The committee discussed initial retreat planning steps, as identified in an outline of last year’s steps distributed by Mr. Gross (Attachment 7). Ms. Halsey recommended that finalization of the retreat location be made in February, rather than March. She suggested that Becky Brunton be tasked in March to begin working with the committee to review the exit survey and action items from last year’s retreat.
The committee discussed holding a one- or two-day retreat and agreed (based on a straw poll at the December board meeting) that most members preferred a one-day event. 

The committee discussed potential locations listed in a table provided by Mr. Osborne (Attachment 8) and reviewed a proposal from the Grand Hotel in Pigeon Forge, supplied by Mr. Branch (Attachment 9). To keep board members from having to drive too far to the retreat, the committee agreed to consider only those facilities located within counties in which ORSSAB members reside. These include Anderson, Blount, Knox, Loudon, and Roane. Mr. Osborne offered to update his table with any additional facilities in these counties not already listed and gather information on costs, meeting room size, catering options, and availability. Mr. Dixon recommended the local chamber of commerce facilities by included. Ms. Halsey suggested including the U.T. Conference Center.
The committee discussed whether to hold the retreat on August 9 or 16, given that either date would work in relation to development of the board’s work plan. A decision was deferred until information on the availability of the various facilities is known.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed the FY 2008 work plan (Attachment 10).
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
1.
Staff will update the costs table to show the $10,000 increase.
Open
1.
Ms. Halsey will supply the government estimate for the draft ORSSAB ’09 budget request before the next committee meeting.
2.
Staff will update the retreat facilities table with additional facilities in Anderson, Blount, Knox, Loudon, and Roane counties and gather information on costs, meeting room size, catering options, and availability.
Next meeting
Thursday, February 28, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center

Attachments (10). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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