
DOE-ORR End State Vision (D2) 14 December 2004 

2.0  REGIONAL CONTEXT END STATE DESCRIPTION 
 

2.1  Physical and Surface Interface 
 
The ORR is located in east Tennessee in the central portion of the Southern Appalachian 
region.  East Tennessee includes portions of three of the distinct physiographic regions 
that make up the Southern Appalachian region:  the Blue Ridge Mountains, the Valley 
and Ridge Physiographic Province, and the northern portions of the Cumberland Plateau.  
The ORR lies within the western portion of the Valley and Ridge Province, a rolling to 
hilly terrain marked by long linear ridges and drained by the Tennessee River.   The ridge 
and valley topography provides security and isolation for the site but also constrains the 
land use because of moderate to severe slopes.   Figure 2.0 depicts the location of the 
ORR in relation to surrounding counties within east Tennessee. 
 
 

Figure 2.0     
Location of the Oak 
Ridge Reservation and 
Surrounding Region 
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